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Supply of house lots stable: .

The supply of available lots for now
home conatruction continues to ro-
main stable here and across the coun.
try, a tracking service based In Livo-
nia reporta.

“Prices, though generally advanc-
ing, have stayed within warkable

Hore's what U.8. Houaing Markets
spocifically has to say about
southzastern Michigan {n a report
dated Dec, 16:

“Lot prices hava cacalated In wost-
ern suburbs, but have gencrally ro
mained stable in moat othor submar-

more. Hundred foot lote In movgrup :[
enclaves command $75,000 and upyy %, 2

“Elsowhere, typlcal starter hgme '}
Jota soll for $32,000-336,000 and fary: .
or 80.-foot aites can bring upitol -
$46,000. ,in 4

“Davelopablo raw land is selling for. *

parameters,” writes Robert R. Den-  kots desplte continued pressure of $20,000 to $30,000 par acre in moet |
ton, i vice 1d of eingle-family ion gains. carridora.” .
Lomas Financial Group which publ- ““Land davelopment in the past two Deval today h oo
ishes U.S. Housing Markets. years has produced plenty of buildi m“ﬁ::gml‘l‘ K.;t;:;ml“;::.

When price increasca do occur they
sro more a result of development
costs then supply and domsnd, Den-
ton indlcates.

“In many cases, higher lot prices
mﬂelx:txmwlnz costs — a da\:olnpcr‘l

N (o

lota In most submarkets.
“Employment geins in the past
year havo been impasive, ond the
houaing market has been feeding off a
robust locel economy flavored with
low mortgage rateo. Both entry-lavel
and p bullders have benefit-

ture and greater attention to engl-
neering, plua increased administra-
llvlc‘upcnnu llmf accompany a more
Toll \

ted.

“Lot prices [n tha Novi area hava
rison dramatlcally, with fow mave-up

DIl PREALER/STAFY F

Flrst things first:  Builders must acquire lots before they can excavate and get
to work on raising a house.

Roofs come in many materials

AP -~ When put-
ting on a new roof, you
have a few decisions

ahipping costs from a
distant manufacturer
can make it prohibi-

Relatively flat roofs
that clope less than 2
inchea of rise per 12
inches of run can have

duce the extra water-

proofing needed.
Replacing a roofis a

job for a prafessional

to make. First, you tively expensive.
must choose # style  Slate is fireproof, drsinage problems. roofing contractar snd
and color that best attractive and ex- Aluminum or stecl should be managed

suit your hame's ar-
chitectural style. Also,

tremely long lasting

but, at $275 to $370 per square,

panels at $50 to $200
asphalt

like any other major
home-repair contract.

and
procesa,” Denton writes.

Demand preanurc an prices most
ofen occurs in projects aimed at en-
try-lovel buyers. Attractive mortgage
ratos have eapecially opaned the door
to people ablo to bulld new for the
first time.

sltes hle for less than $50,000.
Quick flips are seen. Rapid growth
has put curbis on water supplies; taps
are more coatly.

“In growing narthemn and north-
went suburbs, 60-by-120 lota in well-
located subs can command $45,000 or

late 1980s and when this decade be-
gan, U.S. Houslng Marketa reports,

«“The lending industry seems’to’ .
have shed the hangover caused by the -
savings and loan collapse,” Depton ..
writes. “Bankers havo leamed to oy
with the tighter capital requiremypts *
that followed. And funding ls offeied
to develupors from a wide variety of
wources Inatitutional and private.

*Plenty of money e available nyw -
for lond  acquisition
ment,” Denton writes,
lllll i i} faces i ;
today, they are mora lkely to Ha'in
the nnture of regulatory obstacles
than financial curba.”

you must consider per square, expensive. roll coofing ($25 to By Popular Mechanics

cost, durmbility, fire It also requires strong  $35), and tar and gra- for AP Special Fea- .

resistance, eave of framing. vel (335 to $45) pro- tures ,
meintensnce and

manufacturer's  war- N

1zanty.

Take a look at some
. of the different types
of roafing: asphalt
shingles are used on
mote than 80 percent
of American homes.
There are two main
types: arganic base
and fiberglass base.
The organic kinds
Jhave a base of felt
“made from wood and
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Pricen Frowt $299.00

paper. They cost Ales VLSS Yu 10 preview

about $40 to $50 per our exciting 2 nen 1946 floarplans. OQue
square {a square is honies have unique i

100 squarc feet of e fronies have unique fealares o suil your
roofing) for standard- lifestyle, sad ofier just what you are
grade shingles and looking for atan unbelievable price!

$50 to $80 per square Live in Noni and tuke advantage

for premium grade.
They are sttractive,
widely available, du-
rable and eany to in-
stall,

Fiberglass base
shingles are a3 eco-
nomical and 83 easy

. 1o use as orgenic base
but they can last 5 to
. 10 yesra longer be-
. cause they don't ab-
: sorh water, 80 they re-
. sist warping and
. cracking better.
!l Wood roofing, al-
; though time-consum-
) ingto install, is nstu-
\rally beautiful and
T can give your home a
? nugged outdoor lock.
? There are two types:
+ shingles and shakes.
\ Shingles are usually
. eswn and bave a
1-smooth, finished ap-
" pearance. Shakes are
+- usually split first and
.7 then sawn to a taper
:-on their backs. Be-
+. cause they are split,
+ the face has a rough
i texture. Wood roofing
icosts about $60 to
.- 3100 per cquare.
+. Flammability Is & big
<: worry. Fire retardants
- can help reduce, but
< does mnot ellminste,
. this danger. Untreat-
e wooden shingles
I are prohibited in cer-
¢ tain aress, so
¥ your local building

codes.

.. Tile roofing made
s from clay and con-
s.crote is used on many
<Meditorranesn and

. Spenish-style homes.
D It's relatively ln:ﬁx‘;

+ to $90 per square, but
. 1&'s beavy. Your roof N
E framiog x;un be 8 R
t atrong enough to sy| ” ; =
‘port its weight, P N D
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3 of the excellent Northsille

hool system.

Tahe 4 minute f0 stop by
Barclay Batates 4..)uu'lr fall'in
Jove alk over agaiit.
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