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Apartment building pushes up housing starts

BYJOHN D, MCCLAIN

AP NEWSFEATURLS
WASHINGTON (AP) — Houa-

ing starts in November posted the

biggest gain in a year, but the in-

“So it's hard for bullders ta dig
holes and get trucka and cranes
going in many parts of the coun-
.

Joo Blalock, an cconomist with

crease was limited to npa

as the lowest mortgage rates in
nearly two years failed to boost
Tnglo-famil 4

America’s C nkernd,
waid that vven with lower intereat
rates, growth in housing this year

gl y

Analysts said severe weather
and the slowing economy proba-
bly also reduced single-fatily ac-
tivity in much of the nation in
December and January.

“Seasonally, we expect bad
weather, but this has heen an un-
reasonably bad  winter,”" said
economist David Lereah of the
3¢ Bankers  Associati

probably will be held back by do-
clining consumer confidonce and
reduced demand afier more than
four yearw of dconomic recovery.
Canstruction of now homes and
apartments jumped 5.7 percent in
November, to a 1.42 million sea-
sunally adjusted annual rate, the
Commerce Departmont  salil
Tuesday, Activity was mixed re.
gionatly, rising in the Midwest

and South but falling in the
Northeast and West.
It was the d ‘s first

Conatruction of singlo-family
humes - 80 porcont of starts —
i h d in Novem-

economic report sincw much of the
governmant was vhut down Dec,
16 by the fedeal budget impasse
snul then the blizzand. The report
had beun scheduled fur Dec. 19,

The galn was the biggeat since
a 5.9 percent surgy in Novernber
1994 and boosted starts to the
highest lovel since a 1.43 million
rute last July.

Hut the unexpectedly strong
advance was a retound from a 4.6
percent decline in October, when
starts plunged to 1.3 million,
lowest since 130 million last
June.

ber at a 1.1 milllon rato after fall.

ing 3.2 porcent a month eazlier.
Sill, econoinist David F. Seld-

ot of the N, | A lon of

$100,000 mortgnge with a 7.5 per-
cent interost rate (s $699, while
the paymont on the samo loan
with & 8 percent rato s $805 — &
differynce of $106.

C 1

Applications (o7 bulkling per-
niits — often & gauge of future ac-
tlvity ~— rebounded 3.2 porcont, ta
a 143 million annusl rate, up
from 1.38 miltion in October when
they l‘e"l] 1.6 percent. Single-fami-

Home Bullders describod the rato
os “very good."

Many analysta had expected
single-family starts ta lovel off af-
ter rebounding from leat winter's
doldrums, whon mortgage rates
rose lni»ov' 9 porcent. Thiny-yul’.

Bag 3
7.35 percent in November, lowest
monthly average since 7.16 per-
cent in Febiruary 1994,

‘The monthly payment on a

of
and condominium, which Is vol-
atilo and not as Interest-sensitive,
shot up 32 percent in November,
ta 318,000, after failing 11.1 per-
cont & month catlier,

Total starts in November were
1.8 percent below tho 1.64 million
rato a year sarlier. For the firat 11
montha of 1095, they ware 7.4 per-
cent below the aame pericd in
1904,

wore up 1.6 per.
cent.

Reglonally, starts shot up 14.5
percent in the South, to & 685,000
rate, and 13 percent in the Mid.
west, ta 313,000.

They plunged 2298 peroent in
the Nuortheost, to 91,000, lowest
since 89,000 in January 1894,
They weru off 5.4 percent in the
West, to 331,000

A Little Bit

Countrywith

A Lot of Selective Style

Newly Decorated Model
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Lead pipes in

older homes

may cause health problems

The beautiful olt house you just bought to
ronovato and fll with charactar may also have
tap water loaded with . Many peuple nre
aware of lead In older paint, but may not ba
aware of load in older plumblng that can con-
tamlnate drinking water and have permanent
effects on physical and mental health.

A recent trond ind(cates that younger house
buyers loan towsrd certaln elemants of charm
and character In a hauas, qualities auch an
handwood foare, high ceilings and archwaya
that are malnly found In older houses. Unfor-
tunatoly, thess aldor houses and apartmente
huilt befors 1030 are very likely to have oldor

plumbing. Older plumbing vsed solder thet
hau a high lead content, which can leach load
and causa high concenteations of lead in
Irinking water. Tha E Protoc.
tian Agency (EPA)} has found that lead in
drinking water [u one of the leading sources of
lead in the bloodstream, contributing ta 20
percent of total lead exposure for an average
purson.

Most drinking water is naturally load free,
Lead loaches into water when it aits in a
hause's pipes. Unfortunately, lead is a color-
less, odorless, tasteleas hezard, and the full
extent of its harmful effecta are not yet known.

For infants and children, the effecta af lond
ingestion can bogin with premature birth and
low birth weight. Lead poleoning can also be
linked with slowed mental and physical
growth, decreased intelligence and other mea-
aures of cognitive functien, such as attention
span. Anyona at any age can expetience dam-
ago to the nervous system, red hlood calls and
kidneys, elevaled blood pressure and hearing
loss.

Thons mast at risk include infants, children
under age aix, pregnant women and adults ex-
pased to lead in their workplace. Children are
at the highest risk of lead Ingeation becauae
they play in the duet and dirt, put things in
their mouths, and drink a higher percentage of
liquids. Their bodica are small and tend to
ahsarh more lead inta their bloodstreams. In-
fants and toddicrs zan be at higher risk due to
juices and formula mized with water.

Recent studiea by Harvard U Ity doc-

reach the load actlon level. Thin shows how
taxle lead is, vven In very emall quantities.

Fortunatoly, simple teats, perfarmed by an
indopendent water tostlng lab, can dutermine
the lead love! and overall water quality in your
houne. Once you know whothor lead exlsty,
there are several ways to reduce or remove it,
thus improving water quality.

One of the caslest wayy to reduce lead lovels
ia to lot your tap water run cold for 30-60 sec-
onda to flush out nany lead that has leached
into water atanding in the pipes. Hol water
tonds ta draw out more lead so If you need hat
water, the beut idea in to take colil water from
the tap and boil it on the utove,

“To ensuro that leud 1s being remaved fram
tap water, you can install 4 load-romoving wa-
tor filter, "If you purchase a lead-remaving
filtor, be eura to work with a roputahlo compa-
ny that can help you decido which systom ls
hest for you,” said Dick Elliott, presldont of
EcaWater Systems, the warld's largost manu-
facturer of residentinl waler trostment sys-
tems. “Auk whether the product has a seal of

11t ) from a ized indi dont tost-
Ing latr. Alao ask if thoro are performancu data
sheets giving dotuiled hroakdowns of exactly
how much lead and other contaminants are
remaved by filtzation. Finally, ask about the
refund palicy in the event you declde to return
the filter. Some companies offor 8 no-ques-
tlona-asked rofund policy up to 60 days after
purchase.”

Thore are three primary types of lead-ro-
maving filters. The fint is an ion-cxchange
filter, which ia the least vzpensive and re-
maves lead by filtaring water through a resin
that breaks dawn and abaorha impuarities, in-
cluding lead.

A distillation syatem raises tha weter tem-
peeatare to bailing, tuma the water into vapor
and leaves contaminents behind, The wster
vapor enlern n condenser where it retums toa
Jiquitl atate, This nystem is moderately priced
and removes up to 06 percent of all contami-
nants.

Revorso usmosis [iltering systems force
pressurlzed water through a semipermeablo

t with ic pores, This mem-

tors at a lead poisoning clinle in Boston found
that the primery saurce of lead in the blood-
stream of ahaut 16 porcent of lead-poisoned
infants treated at the clinic was from lead-
tainted drinking water used to make formula.
The EPA has set a lead limit of 16 parts per
hillion {pph). Reaching or exceeding this limit
forcea public water systems to reduce and
monitor lead levels, and notify the public of
clevated lead levels. To illustrate how small
15 pph 1s, consider that 1 ppb in sbout equal
10 } drop in 35,000 gallons of water. Just fif-
teen drops in a large awimming pool would

brane rejecta contaminanta suapended in wa-
ter. Whila thesa sre the mosl expensiva op-
tion, they remove up to 88 percent of the lead.

Sa, a8 you'ss Inspecting your new house for
authentic woodwork and high-quelity hard-
wood floars, be sure you afso check thoss wa-
ter pipes. Not everything crafted in the old
days is better; some things need to he brought
up ta date.

For mare informalion on water quality test-
ing and troatment, get EcoWsler free educa-
tional hooklet, “The Water in Your Life,” by
calling 1-800-86 WATER.

To attract more hummingbirds
you need to know your plants

By JAses B, WALTERS
AP NewsrrarURes

And that's just for starters!

Here's your opportunity lo own a home

in the prestiglous Maple Creek

community, complete with fifty acres of
rotected woodlands and sidewalks
hroughout, not to mention:

%,

M The typical hummingbird

1f humminghbirds ars present in your garden

flower has a long tube into

+ Excellent West Bloomfield Schools opd you mant  mors, detarmine which plants  which they, but not much
« Swimming pool & tennis court They aze such a5 aeris) delight that certain ~ 818@, can reach.
* Many floorpiaas o choose from D eraaciad o oo st ofcomentn '
are
¢ Close to 'lb‘JPPm‘ & recreation flowsrs, shrubs and trees. Bome likely candl-  insects in Mlight. Another plus: berries and
» Children's play area tes: b boney baol- I'm’;;:‘dolwupp‘d to them

rapld motion of their wings enabies

morning glory, bird , acacis, lo  them to hover. Thoy obtain nectar and tiny
Pnus at 'IheEndaw bllh.,l::ndllo. columbine, larkspus, petu qu:u l.vyp &mg&;w;&mhll: bibli‘lilnla
3 . lowers. n 8] onto '] A5
Staftﬁ'om. $2700m Start by determining what plents survive io  they feed snd is lnmltn‘u“nlhnmxtﬂ:ﬂer
. s your dimate and will be in flower wheo bum- visit. Many such flowers are in turmn spe-
: minghirds ars Jikely to be present. ized to ensure their pollination results
Brilliant colors, mostly rads, alteact them  from bummingbird activity.

becsuse they stand out the most in daytime. in general, flowers pollinated by bumming-

Gy 126,01 By Yellow and orange do just ss well in the  birds have little or no fragrance.
Apinknerd ‘ shade. While they Look fragils, they can be down-

K In my garden, they love tubular-shaped flo-  right sggressive Lo larger birds.

' ¢ wers, cepecislly the purpls and whits ones of sren't constantly b flight,

A“n. desert willow (Chilopels) sad tha yetlow bells y stopping on
of Tecomaa. Red salviss and red peastesions b -lnd“l:wwuhbqu.m.d.

TDeEm:Ia mwbeihdrbmdmmwww torest.
) ve at ? Among shrubs, their first choice s usually the  With the of the Rast’s ruby.
) bright-red flowers of ’f“"d‘"‘& Iatifolis, throat, neesy of lbl-dms/um'n hum-
. ur . ] whose neme ¢ trum- ioghirds are 4 estern states.

‘. . a pet. wmzam-w
THE Flowers in the blus spectium of ccdsrs are soigrate overiand Mexioo or Cen-
belleved to be more visibls to bess and Zimilar  tral Americs ks the apring the red.
Homas -4 pd’ll“;‘m flower has 2 long  Anus's mnw.pm”.u—%'
Bouldars of $1as Homes & rmmanssios typicsl — are .
7 floral tubs into which they, but ot mich slse, aveas ol Arlkons andCaliforala.

can reach. * . the Anna's and ruby-throat, the
Thay supsi nh&‘_. dist  rooes b inghirds are Allen's,

byuptudn;'qhuud tipe or capturing 'undz-dalnn-d.hn-d-mh’dm
e 3 UL T S



