R
DIaNg Gark, Eprron
477-8480

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1996 . .
—

@he Farmington Observer

COMMUNITY LIFE

o
.
M3

Poge 11435,

This column
contains

‘all natural’

information

¢ are constantly bombarded by nds for

“natural” products:  soft drink re-

maves its dycs to appear moro “pure,”
food Jabels proudly proclaim that they contain
“all natural ingredients,” and now health food
wtares earry herbs billed a8 n “natural high.”

Advertisers have misled the public to believe
that *natural” products must be healthy, But is
naturzl neceasarily snfe?

All “natural” means ias that o product is made
from ingredients found in nature, but thia aoys
nathing ubout whether theae ingredients aro safo
to ingest. None of us would eat every wild mush-
room, leaf and berry we find in the weods. (If we
did, there would be u ot of poison contro) calls)
So why i# it so enay to convince us that the word
“natural” somehow means “good for us?”

The nowspuper recently reported on teonagers
who tried to get high with jimsonweed seeds, bo-
lieving that they could get a “safe, natural high.”
Cacaine, marijuana and mescaline also are mado
from planty, yet we are all aware of their hoalth

A shop worth discovering
Every sale c

By MARY RODRIQUE
BTAFY WRITER

he Discovery
Shop in the

downtown
Farmington Centor
currontly fontures
ERENREMITE o rod and white
Valontine's Day window display
that holps it blend in with its re-
tail nelghborn,
What makes it stand out is
twofold. It's an upscaloe votail shop
fenturing a rovolving inventory of
dosigner clothes and unsold mor-
chandine from malls ranging from
Someract in Troy to Twolve Onka
in Novi, And overy penny of rev-
enue gonerated by the all volun-
toor oporation bonefits the
American Cancer Socioty,

“Wo took in $80,000 laat year,”
aaid Beoulah Gray, vho has
worked in the store every Wednes-
day afernoon since it opened on
Jan. 2B, 1982, The storo s cur-
rontly colobrating its fourth an-
niversary with n sule, going on
now through Fab. 3.

One of five Discovery Shops in
the state and the only one in Oak-
land County, the Farmington store
takes in the most monoy in Michi-
gan. Thore are 200 Diacovery
Shops across the U.8.; the Boverly
Hills, Californin shop leads in rev-
enuo. It took in $300,000 lnst year.

“Staff have come from Grand
Rapids nnd Lansing to see how wo
run our operation,” said Gray.

Although it stocks primarily
womens clothing, from suits to
joans, sweatars to coats and shoes,
there is some men's and somo chil-
dren’s clathing as well as houso-

Bce MCCULLOUGH, 12A

wares, books, smoll furniture and

and Sandy Fraze,

callectibles.

“You don't think of it as a resale
shop,” aaid Gray, who becamo in-
volved after reading an article
about it in the Obsarvar,

*“Thay wero looking for volun-
teers.”

Gray has had s family member
touched by cancer,

“In 1985, my doughter, who was
32 years old with an 18-month-old
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Group portrait: Discovery Shop volunteers (in frame) include Lenore Foster, Nila Alberts,
Delores Mazurek, Bev Madden, Beulah Gray; (out of frame) Pat Firu, Ina Mae Wilcox

baby and living in Grand Rapids,
folt o lump in her breast,” sho said.
“Two doctors thought it wae n
plugged milk duct caused by
broast feoding.”

Gray encouraged her daughtaor,
Carol Ann Cranaton, to sce a can-
cor specinlist at William Beaumont
Hospital, Hor lump was cancer

HiaRoN LEMIEUX/BTALY PHOTOOKARIER

py at the M.D. Anderson Tumor
Clinic in Houston, Toxns. Tho
North Farmington High School
graduate went from a 30 percont
chance of survival rating to being
cancer free today.

“She began a suppert group in
Grand Rapids for other breast can- :
cer supvivors,” said Gray. “Today

and o was foll: d by
a grueling regimen of ch h

See DISCOVERY, 12A.
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