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New master plan
pinpoints problems

BY BiLL CoUTANT
HYALY WRITER

‘The Farmlington Hills Planning
Commission met with the city
council to discuss the new master
plan.

The plen provides o long range
guide for land ues development
and redevelopment In the clty
that reflects community goals. [t's
a blueprint for planning. The las
maater plan was ﬂnh.hed in 187y,

Planning Commissioner Paul

Blizman said nlthough a “com-
munity level" shopping center,
similar to Hunters Square, could
bo developed at the aite, a mega-
mal! would probably be rejected.

“A masslve shopping center (s
probably going to be a very hard
sell with this planning commis.
slon,” Bllzman said.

Another cpecial area involves
15 actes on 14 Milo north of

Planning began
tho atudy In February of 1995 and
conducted four public hearings in
the fuur quadrants of the city
from April to July, Thursday's

The three pro-
poed optlons are deslgned to pro-
tect  aingle-family residential
areas north of 14 mile and condo-
mlnlur'nl to lhe_ oast with buffers,

juint meetlng was Infc

P (rontage on
and lid

Narth

for city council \i

The planning commiasion will
meko final recommendations for a
new master plan Fob. 22 and will
schedule a public hearing on
March 28, .

An presonted by Clauds Coates,
the city’s planning conaultant,
there are seven Speclal Planning
Areas where alternative uses and
plans are offered. Those areas
have features or locatlons that
make them difficult to develop or
present  potontial problems  to
neighbors.

“This is an Innovative ap-
proach allowing development al
ternatives for tho seven apecial
areas,” said Plenning Director
Dale Countegan. .

Some of lh,ol‘e‘lnven areas rep-

traffic acceas an Northwostern.

The now plan would maintain
reaidential use of Orchard Lake
Road frontage on 35 acres be-
tween 1.698 and 11 Mile and en-
courage a boulevard street cross.
sectlon with two alternatives.

The master plan goal for the 8.7
acres north of 1.696 in section 13
would be to provide as much
buflfering to residentlat lota to the
narth as possible.

‘The plan would protect exiatlng
natural features, including a pond
and pine trees on 116 acres on
Weat Halsted at 11 Mile while
providing cltywide recreation In
any of three alternative schomes,

The plan also protects and pre-
serves existing  vegotation nnd

rusent t con:
troversies tho city is anxlous to

- testilve while avolding court.

Probably the most sensitive
area is the 109 acres bardered by
Northwestern highway to the
nurtheast, 14 Mile to the north
and Orchard Lake to the weat, A
devetoper had unsuccesafuily pro-
posed & large shopping center
with a sorvice road, Arca residents
had been divided on that plan.

“This was a most difficult
ares,” eaid Planning Commis.
siuner Phil Amold. 1t surprised
me that there waa a lot of suppart
for the shopping center.”

Under the new master plan,
there would be five development
optiuns. All would have the goal
of A iahi; 1ti-fe il

and p low densi-
ty residential development on 84
acres olong Historic Halsted
Road between 12 and 13 Mile.

The special areas also include
Grand River osat of the city of
Farmington whero the city han al-
ready improved roads, curb cuts
and lightlng, while removing old
utility poles. The city will also
landacape the area and has
bought out two businessea where
it will add sidewalks, publlc park-
ing and a greenbelt.

Arnold sald the arcas of special
planning is the first of its kind in
a maoster plan in the state. Bliz.
men said the alternative ones
meet the goala of the community
whilo allowing flexibility.

“Gne of the SPA is

some
idontlal aren, developlng
Heoh p North

that it permita us to ba taugher on

gea on
ern and Orchard Lake, providing
a connector road botween the two
and Improving traffic circulation.

It " Blizman sald.

The city council will have final
approval of the revised master
plan.

Hitting the ski tralls

At Heritage Park: John Bacon, an English teacher at Farmington High School, takes a break after the recont
Jinal examinations by taking to the cross country ski trails in Farmington Hills® Heritage Parh.
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Hills accrues 11th national budget award

The city of Farmington Hills
has received the national Distin-
guinhed Budget Presentation
Awurd for the 1ith consecutive
year. Formington Hills was select-
wd for the award by the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Assocla-
tion aof the United States and
Canuda (GFOA).

According to GFOA, the award
reflects tho i of the

the finance department had to
aatisfy nationatly recognized
guidellnea for cffective budget
presentations, These guidelines
ansess how well the budget serves
ax: a policy document; a financial
plan; an operations guide; and &
cammunication device,

"We have all warked hard to
develop and produce thls docu.
ment which fulfills the needs of
city council, the

tan  Hills  Finance
Charles Rosch,

The Government Finance Offi-

ton i o

Director

team, ond the ity an they

cers A i 3 a 3
professional association  rerving

consider the financial impact of
the many issues that challenge
this community,” snid Farming-

12,650 government {inance profes.
als throughout North Ameri-

cn,

Farmington Hills City Council
and staflf to mecting the highest
principles of governmental budg-
cting.

In order to receive the award,

Increase sparks heated reaction,
SWOCC clears air, files to FCC

Yes, we have
recoived calln.
And tho
Southwestern
Onkland Cable
Commission
(SWOCC)  stall
has been busy
trying to explain
the vate increasoe

CAB!
CONNECTION

G4 that Time
‘m Warner custom.
cotiins ers aro experi-

encing right now.

It's & complex
iskup w0 it's casy to sce why nub-
acribera arc upset,

There sre same misperceptionn
1 need to clear up: First, most
callers are telling ua they are up-
set bocauso they'ro paylng more
and not golting any additional
service.

Time Warner does plan to give
us moare channels (including
ESPN 2, Country Music Telovi-
slan, The History Channel, Bra-
vo, Black Entertainment Telavi-
sion and Court TV) when their fi-
ber optic installation ls
completed thin yosr. True, Livo-
nis and Redford (other Time
Warner communities) already
have ndditional channels, but
that's because their agrecments
were reachied and installation be-
gun before Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills.

Bul thia increase has nothing
to do with that increased service
down the road. It is the result of &
“soclal contract” between Time
Wamer and the FCC. Thia social
contract is & thick document that
addresses many issues. Many of
the benefits spelied out in the
conteact do not impact us since
our cities atready enjoy some of

these, such as fiber optic technol-
ORY.
However, the contract also
deals  with rates. And Time
Wamer han sgreed to Increase
rates no more than $1 a year (plus
inflation and oxternal costa) for
the next (ivo years. With tha vola-
tile political environment, espe-
cially In the telecommunication
field, chances are rates will go up
before they come dawn, even with
the entry of competition (such as
Amaritech). At loast Tima
Warner has some restrictions on
how much they can raise rates {or
the next five yoars.

Secondly, many callers oxpect
SWOCC to force Time Warner ta
halt this increase. Unf |

your efforta are better spent con-
tacting them. rather than
SWOCC. The address and phane
number are on your cable bill, In
fact, individua! subscribers can
file the simple two-sided FCC
Form 329, too. The 20-plus cus-
tomers who have already regia-
tered n complaint with SWOCC
have been maited one of there
farms. If you would like ane, call
us at 810-473-7266. But hurry.
The form must be sent within 45
days after the day you received
your Jonuary cable bill.

3. Porhops now in the time to
review your options. Il you sub.
scribe only to Basic Cable, you
pay only 80.5‘8 a month. With ba-

SWOCC doea not have jurisdic-
tion over that aroa where costs are
rising. Tho FCC doea. SWOCC re-
gulates channeln 1.23 {(Broadeast
basic service). Those 481 sub.
scribers who subscribe only to
this service will be happy since
their rates are going down $1.21,
But the majority of cable custom-
ers, those who sleo subscribe to
channels 24-37 and 47-64 (Ex
panded Banic) witl encounter a
net increase of $1.88. Remember,
this la tha tier that the FCC regu-
Iates,

So, what can you do?

1. Although SWOCC does not
regulate tha Expanded Baalc tier,
we have flled an FCC Form 320 on
behalf of the residents of Farm-
Ington, Farmingion Hills and
Novi as well as SWOCC. Last
year, & similar Form 328 com-
plaint brought about a $89,000 re-
fund to subscribers,

2. Call or write to the FCC.
Sinco this is the commission with
jurisdiction over thin increase,

sic, you get 1a 1-23, includ-
ing oll the local hroadcast sta.
tions and access channcls. But if
you want the other stuff, like
CNN, MTV, ESPN and The
Weather Channe), you cnd up
paying $23.95 for these additional
22 channels on the Expanded Bo.
sie thor,

4. 1f you want a hetter explana-
tlon of thin rate increanc call
Time Warner directly at (810)
553-7300.

The next meeting of the
Sauthwestern  Oakland _Calle
Commission Is Tueaday, Feb. 13,
sl 430 p.m. at Farmington City
Hall,

The next meeting of the Cable
Access Committes fs Feb. 13 at 7
p.m. at the Southwestern Oak-
land Cable Commisafon. A study
senslon is scheduled for Saturday,
Feh, 10, from 9 am. to noon st
8SwWoCC

Caren Collins is the Executive
Director of the Southweste,n Oak-
{and Cable Commixsion

Artists visualize inner selves’ at exhibit

t Hills artlst who ls in

Some Farmi: artials
will contribute to an ezhibit —
“Portralt of Self"" ~ st the Down-
town Branch of the Farmington
Communlty Library, Liberty and
State streeta, th Feb, 28,

“In this unusual exhibit, artista
g0 beyond mirror Image of
thelr personal appesrance and at-

to make visua) thair inner
Jopplch, a

tempt
selvea,” sald Edee

charge of the program.

“Same explain themselvea by
symbols and metaphors, others
place themselves in a significant
sotting, real or imagined.

“One artist, middie-aged and
{ntense, stares out at us, a cat at
her alde. Through the window be-
hind her, wa soe a little pig-tailed
girl looking out to the horizon, It's

the artist as a child.

“Diaplayod beside each paint-
Ing i & photograph of the painters
and a card telling *he viewer
about the portrait of seif.

“The exhibit will give people a
better understanding of the
motivating {deas that can sepa-
rate art of substance from superii-
clalart.”

A - = umms

Look

Great stuff...great prices...Going fast.

Better run right in today.

CLEARANCE

around the block, or just

JOG SET

25 orr

groat as you take off

around the couch.
Selactod jog sat
styles in silk, fleace,
velour, nylon and

matallic fabrics.

Starewide Clearance

Now in progress.

Jacobsons

338 W, MAPLE RD. » BIRMINGHAM
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, AND SATURDAY, 8.30 AM TO 8 PM
THURSDAY AND FRIDAY. §:30 AM TO 8 PM. SUNDAY, NOON TO B PM.
PHONE: 844-8900 * FAX: 848-8B007




