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if someone had sald at the
etart of the scason Plymouth
Canton would still be a viable
basketball team when missing
both Ron Hunter and Rob
Johnson, Canton fans would
have laughed. Once they
stopped shuddering, that is,

Yet, there they were Tuesday
night, minus both key players
from last year's team.

And all they did was demol-
ish North Farmlngton £8-37 at
Canten,

Which ahould only make the
Chlefs stronger, should both
Hunter and Johnson return —
a8 it svems increaslngly llkely
they wilk,

“They'rv a great team,” coach
Brian Swinehart of North
Farmington sald after his Raid-
ors dropped to 3-8 this season
and 2.4 In the Western Lakes
Activities Aasocintion, “They
work hard. You just can't pre-
pare for the kind of defonse
they're golng to throw at you."

“They're a heckuva team
with Hunter and Johnson. I'm
glad we don't have to sce them
with those two."

Hunter suffered a foot injury,
poesibly a stress fracture, In
Canton's only loss of the sean-
son, Jast Friday to Northville.

Johnson's injury was a torn
knec ligament, but he since has

Star-less Chiefs rout Raiders
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fragile self-confidence. There
was none to be found — at least
on the Canton side.

North came out using a pa-
tient offense, moving the ball
well. But after holding & 7.6
lead with 5:23 remalning in the
first quarter, the Raiders hit a
dry apot — a dry apot that Inst-
ed untll the fourth quarter.

They went sacoreless the re-
malnder of that period, had four
polnta in the second and nine in
the third to trail, 456-20, enter-
Eng tho fourth,

Rich Beal, Julian Cochran
and Corey Forth scored six
points each (o lead North. Brad
Rivers and Tim Dolan had five
aplece.

Mark Bray picked up the
slack for Hunter with a 18-
point performance, Donte Scott
dld nlso, getting 11. Brandon
Hartke got nine while Matt
Ammons and Nick Hurley
picked up elght apiece,

“1 was real happy with our
play,” Young said after the
Chiefa improved to 11-1 overall
ond B-1 In the WLAA. “Our
concentration was as good os
{t's been for an entiro game all
year.
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Falcons receive forfeit victory
BASKETBALL

BY BRAD EMONS
Brary Warex

Livonia Stevenson athletic di-
rector Roger Frayer announced
Tuesday the Spartans will have to
forfeit a 54-38 win Jan, 19 sgalnst
Furmlng\on High in boys basket-

Pruyur reported a rules infrac-
tion to the Michigan High School
Athletic  Association late last
week after 8-foot-5 senlor center
Jim Balow failed to serve a one-
game suspenaion following a 80-
35 rout of Redford Union on Jan,

Balow was disqualified from
the gamo after being assessed a
pair of technical fouls by tho offi-
ciatlng crew of Art and Kelth
Opaloch.

A a renult of the MHSAA rul-
ing, Balow ultimately served the
suspension, sitting out a 64.51
loss to Narth Farmingtun last Frl-
day.

Balow, the team's sccond lead-
ing wcarer and top rebounder,
received one technlcal for dunking
a hankethall during a dead ball
aituation. The accond was for
hanging on the rim after a jam.

Frayer sold the MHSAA' in-
terpretation  is  that any two
technicals lssued to o player dur-
mg a mm; result in an automatic

fon  and g
auspension.

“The official (MHSAA) hand.
hook nays that anything leading
to o disquelificstion is unsports.

w:re not ﬂlﬂa‘ﬂk fnulo. uuntlng
i

whether he should play.”

Mikel, however, called MHSAA .~

assivtant director Nate Hampton
on Jnn. 22 and posed a hYPOtInIi
cal situation similar ta Balow's

"Our kid got the second technl.
cal trying to aveld landing on
somebody olse. He waa also trying
to avoid getting hurt.

“It was an honest mistake on
our part. The mlistake is In the in.
terpretation of the rule.”

Farmingtan coach Denny Mikel
brought up the suspenaion issue
to Stevenson coach Jim Mclntyre
during the warm-up of the Jan. 19

game.

Mikel told the Observer late
Tuesday that he learned of
Balow's disqualification after
sharing scouting information on
Stevensan over the phone with
RU coach Tip Smathery.

Priar to the Farmlngton-Ste-
venson game, Mikel snd MclIntyre
asked referees Dennls HI) and
Mike Gniewek to Intervene snd
make a rullng.

“1 dldn't agree with ‘Mac’ and
there wun sume doultt in Hill's
mind becouse he couldn't find it
in the Nationa! High School Fed-
eration rulcbook,” Mikel said.
“Mac insisted It had to be a fla-
grant fou!l or something unsports-
maniike to be out the next game,
but 1 hod talked ta ather coaclies
and was almont sure the MHSAA
rule was different than the Na-
tional Federation's. But we
couldn’t come (o an agreement, a0

“[ never named the schools or "
anybody’s name, but T was satis- |
fiedd 1 was right, 50 1 contacted our
athletlc director Ron Holland on ~

Tuesday,” Mikel said. “1 never
contacted the atats association ar
lodged a formal protest.
“My intentions were not to n .

n win over the protest.”
After both Holland and Fnyor
mnf:rmd and reported

venson A.D. agreed with the rul-
ing and informed Mclntyre that..

Balow would have ta be held out.:

of the game against North,

“It's o matter of self-enforce- "’
ment,” Frayer sald.

Balow’s penalty, however, ddes
not 21t well with Melntyre.

Not only dues the forfeit drop

Stevenson ta 6.6 overall and 24 ~

in the Western Lakes Activities
Association, Mclntyre slso be-
lleved Ba'ow's absence cost his
team In a three-point loss to
Nurt

gume. Mclntyre  said.
we're 7-4 and 4-2 instead.”
“But the team has accepted ll

nnll 1 have to accept it, and sn .

on.” g
But despite the ruling, the Sté:

venson coach believes he e attll”

the infors
mation to the MHSAA, the Ste«

“If }ml in there, wo win that
“Now ;




