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PlacesTo
Plant Your Bulbs.

Ray Lighting is not your garden varicly lighting QUOI ZEL
store. Our staff of trained lighting professional
can help you determine the best lighting for
your lifestyle. And with all these choices,
your home can become o pamdise!
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GARDEN SPOT

African Violets easy to grow

day are a far cry from
the targe, often gangly
48 plants that cur grand-
H mas grew. Now, be-
l chuse we can control
B heat, light and humld-
§ ity more readily than
R in the pust, these fa-
§ vorites are once again
MARTY blooming happily in
FIGLEY ur homes.
New cultivars  are
being introduced und the miniatures
seem to fit a nitch thut wasn’t there be-
fore. The hlooms of purple, blue, pink,
white, bi-colorvd and muttled shades as
well as different leaf hues assure that
they can complement any decor and
add benuty for o long time.

Soils, teo, have imp'r'\)ve:l. Se.vcr::

ave Bpe

growing medium for African Violets in
which the soil is blended with wetting
agents and trace elementa and fortified
with time-released fertilizers, Vermicu-
lite and/or perlite lighten the mixture,
and peat moss is aften used. Theso all
pssure good drainage that is essential to
the plants,

There beauties are very easy to grow
and propagute. [ have found that an
east window with a sheer curtain is ide.
o, atthough for several yeard they grew
in a west window covered with mini
blinds.

Watering

Exzpertas recommend watering them
from the bottom, but mine are in an an-
tique onk planter, so | water them from
the top, being careful nnt to get water
on the leaves. I have divided some of
them more than once and they still aro
going atrang.

When the plants are blooming 1 give
them liquld fertilizer accarding to pack-
age directions, and remove the blooma
as they [ade and the leaves as neces-
sary. 1 try to maintain four to five

& who;ls on each plant. A whorl is a group

of three or mare leaves or shoota that
emerge from a single node.

Puah your finger one inch into the
soil and if it is dry, water, Don't overdo
it; African Violets don't like to have
soggy feet. They alsa do best when the
temperature {s maintained, year-round,
i 70 and 77 degrees Fahrenheit

Taking root

The easiest way to propagste your
plants is to take leaf cuttings, mtick
them in a glass of water, sct it in a
bright window and walt. Seventy-two
degrees is ideal. About four weeks later
you will see the tiny roots emerge from
the bottom of the stem. You can also
plant the leaf in soll with about half the
stem covered — the waiting period is
about the same. Several leaves can be
put in a containor at the same time.

- If you've used the water method, as |
have (grandson Max will be thrilled to
sce the rots), tranafer the rooted leavea
to the soil. A new plant will appear in
eight to 14 days and when it has

African Violets of to- *

midity high at this time and water reyu-
larly with Hgukl plant food to get the
plant catablished. It will take ahout
cight months from the first cutting to
ecome an adult plant. African Violets
can be started from seed, but the pro-
cons is long and rather difTicult.

Aftican Violets originated in the hills
of Tanzania in cant Africa by Herr Von
Saint Paulliare, from whom L got ite
hotunical name, Saintpaulia, The
Jeaven are evergreen and the plants can
flower far many months of the year,
They do take “time out™ to reat und
build up strength for the next Nowvring.

When shopping for these plants you
will be happily surprised to find the ur.
tay of colars, single and double blooms
with cither smooth or fringed petals, Af-
ter yau have chosen one (or more), make
sure there are are no brown patches and
that there are many buds.

Care

These plonts sre basleally healthy
but they do need regular care. If you no-
tice scorched leaves, it could bo the ne-
sult of too much sun, or cold water on
them. Make sure the water is room tem-
perature, especially in the winter, If the
teaves turn pale or change shape, it in
probably too cool, They don't do well in
temperatures less than 65 degrees
Fahrenheit, If the sur ding alr is too
dry. mildew may appear.

They do like high humidity. Set them
atep a container of water, with pebbles
to raise the pot from setting In the wa.
ter, to provide the needed humldity.

If you see sunken, brown spots on the
leaves, especially underneath, a leal mi-
nor is probably at work, If it is severe,
destroy the plant,

Britain bound

Excitement is growing for the Great
Britain trip, which includes London,
Cardiff and Edinburgh. Call my voice
mail number, or Barbara at (800) 451-
0637. Brochures will be malled soon.
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No ehrinking violet: Africa
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Violetg are casy to grow.
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