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Harrison’s peer mediators nip conflicts before it startst

By LARNV O'CDNh(lﬂ
BYAn Whit

20, Boms 33 students received
c:rtiﬁculu after taking part in
K 1 o A

+Unlted Nul[unu
have their sky.bluu hvlmeu. At
Harrivon Iluh the 30  oF 80 con-

Peer mediation is designed to
nlp mnfllcu before they cscalate.

flict are
ldgnl[l'nd by lime zn.-en nama
tago.-

Peer ml.dhmru ore belng put
into action this week as part of
tho district's new conflict resolu.
tion program. Narth Farmington
and Farmington high achools are
expected to fullow ault.

Harrison High kicked off its
pper mediation program with an
uwanlu breakfust. Monday, Jan.

or staff can make re-
ferrals for a peer medistion sus-
slon, where two peer medlators slt
down with the students and try to
waork out a solutfon,

Peer medlation 18 not an end-
all to violent t lons,

M ‘This is not a iast resort; It’s a flrst resort.’

Joette Morden
teacher

fighting, thaugh, will have to com-
plete peer mediation before being
reinstated.

“Thia is not a last resort; It's &
first resort,” sald Haorrlsen Life
Munugement teacher Joctte Mor-

troducing peer medlation,

“"We've had a lot of success,”
wnld Warren Consolidated
Schools asal ! d

diation works. Several spoke at o
Farml of Educati

ua
in October,

Junior Jim Middlemiss has put
mediation methods into actfon
dealing in spats with his brother.

“I found that ! cared more
about what he sald instead of
trying to think u{whut 1 was loinx

Mary Barry-Cybulski,
‘.Sludcnu are taught to resolve

‘Threats of physical harm, fights
and sexual harassment cases will
still be handled directly by the
administration.

who are ded for

den peer to
a group of students Monday nfter-
noun,

Other schooly, such pa Warren
Moll ngh, rnmrt ﬂlill fightlng
1 since in-

TQSt from page 1A

ing, making eye

1o eye contact and understonding
the consequences of thelr actions.
Harrison students who went
through the training say peer me-

to say nest,” Midd said.
Added Chris Dean, who sald its
helped with his parents: “I really
didn’t know how to deal with
(conflict). | did what most people
did: yell. Now ] am trying to listen
to what they have to ray.”
Middlemiss and Dean will work

with fellow aludenh next. Pecr,

i were duced alon,
with the process to classes un
Monday and Tuesday.

Gouslp, name-calling or threata’
can prompt a peer medlution ré:
fereal. Students were given grech’
forms that they can fill out.

A referral can take place as;
soon a8 the next day. Informatioh’
is kept confidential unless there’
are threats involved, Morden said.

“When you're angry, you get
thrown off base,” Morden said to
students. “It turns up your lmm-
ach acid . . . You can't concefy

attended, said Aumcumenl Coor-
dinator Carolyn Molalak,
Another presentation en the
High Schoea! Proficiency Test will
teke place ot the Farmlngton
Bunrd of Education meeting Feb,

Fur the first purt of the writing
portion, students will bring two
writing somples from class as-
signments from the current or
previous school year, and critique
them. QOnly one writing sample
can he taken from sn English
cluss,

i Students will be asked to re-
spond in writing os to what strat-
cgies they used, and why certain
ideas and words worked, They'l)
huvu 30 minutes W complete the
part vhe.

iIn port two, students have to

- tjek a topic and then write obout
i¢ fur 20 minutes, Then they join
in teams of three to refine the to-
pic und hefore discussing the sub.
Jject further in a larger group.

After narrowing the topic fur-
ther, students spend a hour and
50 minutes writing an indepth es-
say, The third part of the test
takes place the following day.

All three parts will be graded on

a rubric scale of one to four, In

' order to receive o four, the stu-

dent's work hes to be originel,
well organized, compelling and
use effective

can be answered in a sentence,
short paragraph or muitiple
choice.

Math test features 40 multiple
choice | and six of the

The subjective nature of writing
will moke the teat more difficult

open-ended variety where thero
mlsht be more than one answer.

to grade than the multiple choice
variety, officinle suid,

The writing test is graded by
two different readers from a pool
of teachers statewide and an out-
state company. If there Is a wide
disparity in the two scores, a third
reader is brought in.

“If it’s a one or two, they will
coll it 1.6, said district Asscss-
ment Coordinator Carolyn
Mahalak, “If it's a one and a four,
they'l) bring in a third reader.”

Rending and science partions
olsv tap students’ writing skills,

Reading test has students going
over three selections and then an-
swering multiple choice ques-
tions. In the second purt, they
have to write a one Lo two-page re-
sponse to a focus question.

Students are given a brief
scenario related to the focus g
tion and asked to take o position
in theie written response.

In science, independent items

Focus from page 1A

iple choice cover
ulgebra, geometry, data anslysis
and problem solving.

Students can use calculators
and reference tables and measure-
ment toals are provided. Tests are
taken in two 50-minute blocks.

“I don't think it's asking us to
do things we're not already
doing,"” said math coordinator
Richard Strausz. “As for for some
of the open ended questions . . .
it may allow me 8s an instructor
to push students more in that di-
rection. R

“1 think it has the potential of
being something positive.’

Some wonder if the new profi-
ciency will stick around in its cur-
rent form, citing the extra corls
involved with grading it. Changes
ore already occursing regularly.

“] just received & letter today
saying the rubric bas been
changed sgain,” N)bug said.
“They are uhxl’lmg as we're ap-
proaching the test.”

tion may be obtained by calling Sears Hardware at

615-3083.
Patterson to speak

G

uest apesker ot tha onnual Dinner Mecting
of The Farmington Arca Republican Club
6-9 p.;m. Wednesdey, Feby. 14, at the Bots-

Memory Lane

Memory Lane bas moved! Farmington-area
news fram the past now may be found on the Ob-

servee's Editorial Page cach Thursday,

furd inn on Grand River will be L. Brooks Patter-

san, Oakland County Executive.

Coxt for the dinner — roast beef or breast of
chicken, potato, vegetables, dessert and beverage
— will e $19 per person, Call Bob Wyatt at £488.

Jtems for Farmington Focus maoy be mailed to

the Farmington Obscreer, 33411 Grund Ricer,

Farmington 48335; faxed to 477-9722; or dropped
k-

off at the paper office. For the

terate, the Internet E-mail oddress is:

1111 for more information.

packy@oconiine.com.

When Jim wanted better care—
his friends suggested a move to The Arnold Home.

t's a common story. A loved one goes
Ilu an assisted living or nursing home,
expecting good care. Then the reatization
sets in that the care is not what was
expected. When thae disillusionment hit
Jitw, his friends suggested he move to The
Amold Home. Residents have a choice
of beautifully appointed and affordable
one bedroom apartments or deluxe

Ask him.“These peaple give you personal
awenton. | like the fact that health care
sevvice i individually developed for each of
ws. There's just a lot of peace of mind here!”
1f you'd like peace of mind, call the
Amold Home at 313-531-4001 and ask
for Mary Cobello. The Amald Home
guarantees your satisfaction.

private rooms. A supportive staff gives
Amold Home residents the assistance
and encouragement to remain active,
m\ulw.d and independent. s Jim happy?

( ).‘Zmold Home
v

313-531-4001

100 GOOD REASONS
T0 GET A TORO
WHEEL HORSE TOMV

MODEL 15-44HXL LAWN TRACTOR

* Gel 0 $100°* rebate dieret from Toro before you make 3
single paymant* *

« Rated “Best Value® vy 3 leading consumer publication,

= 15 hp Vanguard OHY engine handles big mowing jobs
quickly and easily.

*» Hydrostatic ransmission handles the heaviest mowing
conditions with no shifting, no clutching. no hasstes.

¢ 2 year Total Coverage Guarantee.”

* Hurry, (united e offer,

NOW ONLY

*2099™

AFT ER $100 REBATE

Ppbrepry

Y Whee! Horse :

Tiotae & Ml Vowre-

When you want it done right: -

Mlchlgan 'S Largest Lawn, Snow & Outdoor Power Equlpmenf Dealer

Since 1945
Utlca Farmington Hills
46061 Van Dyke Best Price Gmngd River
1/2 Mile North of M-59 Best Service East of Haggerty

810-731-7240 Best Selection 810-471-3050

INTEREST .,
PAYMENTS*

ll e NEW Nardlc’frack Credit Card!

with mininugm
purchase of .
only $299.95  «;

ordicTrack
Achiever

Ski Exerciser
* Change resistance while

s skt without stopping
sour workout

.

Upper-and lower-body
reastanee muclanisms
allow precise workout
mtensay:

SAVE SO00T WHTH LOLPON
S 95

Nordwlrack WalkFit
5000 Treadmill

SWE ST WITH COLPON
95

NordicTrack Pro

Ski Exerciser

SAVE $30°0 WITH COUPON
S 95 E

o us

R :

Nurili: track FitWatch - EzCrunch |
WalkFi g -
3500 h + Provides . Jm and
% " conuntous, wae at home
readmi accurate in yust
heart rate mintes
duisplay aday
GREAT IR 1

SWE S0 W
95

$30-$60 OFF Select Models

Bring in tlas coupon lat temparary price reductions on select NordicTrack exercise equipment including
the Pro skier, Achiever™ skict, the WalkFit ™ 5000 and 5500 teeadmills.
SALE PRICES GOOD THROUGH FEBRUARY 4, 1996

fer gond only at setat hvanans. Not vahid wuth any other offcr. Offee docs not appls 1 pees tous utRases. L onc pee puihase.
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FREE SHIPPING! Call 1-800-TRACK-96
On Most IL\(}(ierMnclhinrs! {or the store nearest you.
Sec store for details.

Qver 350 locations nationwide:

1
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Twelve Oaks Malt The Somersel Callection Fawtane Town Center
{810) 380-6830 (810) 6494090 (313) 982-0250
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