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TUCSON, Ariz. — The natives
say the sun shines 363 days u year
here. There isn't o cloud in the sky,
vither.

This is the perfect place e intro-
duce a new car It's like a fresh
heginning. Even Doug Mazza, chief
operating officer for Hyundai, thinks

0.

“This new Elantea is #s far o step
away frum the previous model as we
can gut.” snid Mazza, “This is anoth-
er huge step from where Hyundai
has been. We're evalving in
that's healthy to our dealer body
healthy ta our customners.”

This from a caompany that
attracted buyers a few years ago by
offering a three-yrar, no-cost mai
nance program o its cars. This from
a company that heard ity natie a
thousand times aver becauae Rodney
King drove une. This from a campi-
ny thut enjoyed record sales af it=
vehicles in 1945,

This from u company that’s intro-
duced an all-new from-the-ground-
up 1986 Elantra — it compact car
that will cumpete with 22 entries in
2 cluss that represents 20 pereent of
the industey sales.

and

. f
They'® sell a ten of ‘em, too, with
“ Ir.| e price just over $10,000. The
the-line, fully Joaded Elantra
casts $14,000. Even with the new
eetrofit, the cost is nearly the sume
as the model it replaces.
1t's gut ub) new sheet metal, all
new chussis, w 2-inch Junger wheel-
bane, u einch longer track, a

engine pravid u 130 honses — that's
more honsepower than the Cavalier,
Civic, Escort and Corolla. The
n‘dwl;n shaved 58 pounds ofl the
engine’s weight and pruvuled af-
percent impravement in fuol efficien-
cy — 24 mpg in the city, 32 on the
])ILh\\ny with the manual tranymis.
sion iodel.

The engine is very quict and per-
forms well an city stroets and on the
highway. During this 600-mile test
in southern Arizona, the eatire line
of Elantran never complained on
long inclines and steep hillside roads
an the way to Wyatt Earp's home-
town of Tombstone. There's u lot of
response from the Elantra when you
want it, and it reaches cruising
apeeds qu:tkly
The bady structure is more n;;ld
“the 100-pound reduction in
overall body weight of the Eluntra
mukuu it much more nimble than its
And that's saying a lot

| 1 hln“ 1
mare interior hip. shoulder and head
[

Ihe new engine is sctually the
best part of the car. Designed and
develuped completely by the South
Korean auto maker, this 4-cylinder
dun) overhead cam “Beta® L.8-liter

because the last Eluntru was a ter-
rifi ic car.

@Dbsewer & Eccentric

Better handling {s also provi
through a new advanced 4-wheel
independent suspension that waa
designed specifically for a smooth,
comfurtablu ride aver a wide variety
of ruad surfaces and to accommodate
u wito range of driviny styles.

There ore threo Elantras to
choose from — the bose, GLS and
wagon. Yep, I said wagon. It's tho
first time Hyundai is offering u
wagon and this thing is a wark of
art.

The Elantra wogon is a smartly
styled family car that's a serious
departure from a traditional wagon.
It's uctunlly protty. And because
Hyundui is shooting to sell more
than hnlf of its Elantras to women,
mtlllkmj: it look 8o good was a good
call.

As o driver, you'll never knaw
you're in a wagon because the
Elantra wagan's performance ond
handling are ns rLspunswn as the
sednn's, Just because it's a wagon
doesn't mean you'll suffer sluggish

St power rack
pinion ateering provides hﬂndlmg
that's usually found on much more
expensive sports cars. It holds the
raad well and has o smaller turning
radius for those tight spata.

e or get a clunky feeling
when driving it.

The wagon provides averall inte-
rior volume of nearly 127 :ub:c [uat
~ much more than the

NVH — noise, vibrativn and harsh-
ness, Hyundai engineers incorparat-
od extra ineulation in the instrue
ment panet, hood and floor areas Lo
kill tho sound. The A-, B- and C-pil-
lurs are filled with foam to reduce
wind noise as well.

Ovemll atyling of the Elunlru
izes clean lincs, body
bumpou ond & he-man. lookmg air
dam. {t commands the road with

authority.

Tho bottom line: The Elantra
sedan and wagon are reslly good
choices {or a family looking for the
versatility of cach and want smart
styling as well. Look for somo good
lhmgl coming from this auta maker
in the future.

Anno Fracassa is seniar editor of
Avanti News Features.

1896 Hyundai Elantra

Vehicle class: Compact sedan and
wagon.

Engine: 1.8-liter 4cylinder.

Mileage: 22 city / 32 highway.

Where built: Seou), Korea,

“Price: Around $11,000.
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Thore's also beon & significant Cars Back to
roduction in what the induatry calls Homelnnd

(NAPS)-America is sending tho
sonds of cars to Japan. Toyala
cxporting the Avalon.m that comp!
ny's new American-built flagship -
sedan, It expected (o ahip more
than 20,000 af wese card to Japan, |
Canadn, Taiwan, the Middlo Enat |
and othier world markuts durinx,
1985 alono.

‘The Avalon is mads exclusively at |
Tayotn Molor Manufacturing:
(TMM), U.B.A., in Geargotown, .
Kentucky. TMM i also tho exclu-
sive manufacturer of Camry wog- -
anw and coupes, which have been |
exported to Japan sinco Navumber |

893,

~Tuyata's increased local produc- |
tian, along with & mnjor inveatment
in U.8. research and deyclopment .
and ather oporations, will further
boost aur U.S. expurts,” said Yalo
Gicnzl, executive vico president nl‘
Tayota Motor Salvs, U.8.A.,
1896, Toyata's oxparta of U.S. hum
vehicles will climb murly 0 per-
cent 1o 80,000 units”

About 20,000 uf those exported
units are right-hand-drive Toyota
Cavaliers, built by General MOtors
in Ohiu for sale by Toyota denlers in
Jupan. In addition to vehicles,
‘Toynta nlso exparta o Japan TMM-
manufuctured four-cylinder
ongines, crankshofts and conpnect-
ing rods as well as catalytic con-
vertars and conted catnlytic sub-
nirates.

While not evon the best
American-mnda car can be drive o
Japan, many ore being drivan in
Japan these days.

North Americun
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if you'd like to see a particular model tested or if you
have a car queslion, send Anne fracassa a message
at AVANT! 1054, Avanti's America Online mallbox... Or
comment through the Internet at
AVANTI1054 @aol.com
Anne Fracassa s senior editor of Avantl News Features,
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