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Jury questioning raises debate

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFY WXITER

A court ehowdown on assisted
sulcldo is expected to begin in
Circuit Court Monday before
Judgn Jessica R. Cooper, despite
a Michigan Court of Appeals rul.
ing Friday that could affect jury
eelection for the 1rial of Dr, Jack
Kevorkian,

That was how attamey Geoffrey
N. Fieger reacted on Saturday to
the appeals court planned review
of whether lawyers should be al-
lowed to prabo for what PFieger
called jurors’ “biases or preju.

religtoun preferences.

He said it would have a *chill-
ing and detrimental" effect to ask
jurors thelr specific religloua
views or their oplnions on aseist-
ed suicide.

Fleger sald his questiuns were
designed to screen out the people
who might have religious foelings
that would prejudica them
against his client — peopls the
outapoken attorney has frequent-
ly referred to an “‘religious nuts.”

The prosscution “'wanta to
stack the jury againat a fair trial,”
uid Fieger, referring to nllxioul

dices” during tha selection pro-
cess. Fleger sald those bisses
could Include assiated suicide,

With the court showdown on
easisted sulcids yet to begin, law-
yora on both sides of the iscuo
have elready crossed legal swords

. quite possibly o hint of
things to come in the trial of
Kevorkfen.

Jury selection in the teial of the
retired pothologist was scheduled
to begin taday. However, the Oak-
land County prosecutor’s office on
Friday challenged the line of
questioning of pwtentlal jurors
planned by Fieger in the Michi-
‘un Count u(Appc-Is

Richard Th

alists as preferred
jurors.

Thompson, however, inaisted it
was the defensa that was out of
line.

*"The questionnalre is more like
a Gallup potl than 8 list to be
asked of prowpective jurors,” said
Thornpson. Fieger “could get the
same information with & routine
question, namely: ‘Es there ony-
thing that weuld prohibit you
from follawing the instructions of
the court on assisted sulcide?"

Ficger “doesn’t have to ask if
they consider themselves to be
Born Again Christians or whether
or nat lhey tithe to lh:lr church .

cllllmnl Fieger wan invading the
privacy of ive jurora by

said pro-
-pecuve jumn “Peaple wnll [u:l

asking specific questions about

Academy

The prosecutor filed an appeal
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with the Detroit office of the
Court of Appeals asking for erner-
gency consideration and a stay of
judiclal proceedings until the {s-
wue [a resolved.

“f don't ospect jury selection to
be delsyed,” he sald. Based on
provious experionce — when his
office challenged the questions to
a asked of jurors, known as “voir
dire.”

In a related devel Fri-

Bloomfield.

Fleger said his client is emo-
tionally ready for the trial that
will vindicate him completaly.
“We're both ready,” said the at-
torney who has previounly charac-
terized ‘Thompson — as well as
Gov. John Engler — as “Nazis"
because of their opposition to aa-
sisted suicide.

Thn pmncculinn 1a also ready,

to

day, Fieger called s press confer-
ence with Kevorkian in  his
Sauthfield office to announce the
filing of a $10 miillon law suit
against the American Medical
sociation for defaming and d-
ering hiw client. The sult states an
AMA spukesperson referred to
Kevorkian as & “killes” and
claimed he was engaged in “ceimi-
nal activities.”

Ficger had notified the media of
his intent to sue the AMA lnt
fall, but he chose to

who ac-
knowledges that his office has an
up-hill battle.

“We're very cunscious of public
opinien polls that show many res-
idents would favor lcgielation
that would allow some kind of as-
sisted suicide under controlled
cunditions,” he ssid.

“Qur goal will be to convince
jurors to focus on the law itself,
rather than what the law ocught to
be,” Thompson said.

He gmmlled a tough and po-

actua) filing s Kevorklan's lnnl
was ahout to begin.

Kevorkian is fucing two four-
yeur felony chargee for the 1993
deaths of Merian Frederick, 72, of
Ann Arhor, and Dr. Ali Khulﬂl
61, of suburban Chicago. Fmdnr-
ick died Oct. 22 and Khalili died
Nov. 22, both in the apartment of
Kevorkian, who at that time lived
in Royal Oak. The retired physi-
cian has since moved to West

legal battle.

The assistant ‘Thompson has
chosen to make the state's casc is
Clorkston resident Greg Town-
send, a seasoned prosecutor who
has handied numerous murder
trials.

“Greg is an outstanding carecr
prosecutor,” said Thompsan. Also
impananl, Townsend is a “sc-
ﬂuun, unflappable ottorney who
won't be udumckl.d by ony of
Ficger's antica."

Such an academy is a “conflict”
with the district’s mission that all
childsen can learn, he said at the
study session.

More 80, he sees it as appeasing
state Legialators who want public
achools to be market driven,

“They feel this is & good dem-
onstration to the state: ‘“You don’t
hove Lo mess with us, You don't
need to mandate this. We do it on
vur own,’ " York spid Wednesday.

“1 think the state's real aim is
to im«lilulc a voucher system as 8

to hisid. This

said he shared some of York's
concerns,

Moxfield added, “I believe the
heavy emphasis on foreign lan.
gunge and heavy emphaais on the
1.B. (International Baccalaurcste)
curriculum, this is 8 school of
choice worth looking at.”

Other trustecs sppear receptive
but enly Cnlhy Webh spoke out at
the study session.

“J hope you take the initiative
to let our legislstors and our gov-
ernor know that our schools ore

opena the door. . "
Superlnu-ndenl Bob Maxfield

of choice as long o8 it
supporsts the needs of d:

csts,” Webh said to Okma,

West Bloomficld, Birmingham,
Rochester, Feendale, Berkley, Ox-
furd, Lake Orien, Troy, and Avon-
dule districts are in the consorti-
um. Qaklend Intermediste
Schools endorses the program,

Students spend the first two
years preporing for the Intemna-
tional Baccalaureate curriculum,

suege. Those offered include:
Spanish, French, German, Jopu-
nese, Chinese and Russian.

Students must also pass a theo-
ry of knowledge course, write o
4,000-word essay and take part in
co-curricular and community set-
vice projects.

Juniers would still be required
to take the Michigan High School

which is a course
snd used by more than 200 public
and private schools in the the
U.S. and Caneda.

Sludcnu are gudn.-d in !leI:III)

and the needs of special inter-

jects, i
of instruction in a sccond lan-
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F test.

Academy students attend 208
days from the first week of August
until late June.
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“With bells on,” Good said.
“It's Important thet he get
support and that he be acquit-
ted. Fcapla like mc need his
ansistance.”

Guood in no stranger to death
or assisted suicide.

en she was president of
Hemlock of Michigan — which
she and some friends helped
organize in 1989 from her liv-
ing room ~— she often received
calls from people sceking help.
Some of the calls were pecullar,
but others were “terrible, hop-
]uuly despairing cails,” Good
said.

Good said she considers
Kevorkian, the retired patholo-
gist known as “Dr. Desth,” to
be 8 kind, compassionate man
of conviction. “It would be an
honor to dic with Dr. Kevorki-
an, an honor indeed,” she said.

“Nobady else had the guta to
help these people,” she snid,
referring to the 27 people
known te have died after con-
sulting with Keverkian.

Now, Goed trusts K

@ Good, who has
been quoted exten-
sively because of
her actlvity In Hem-
lock and her assocl-~
atlon with Kevorki-
an, sees a touch of
irony In the possiblll-
ty of her opting for a.
“'goft landing,” the
term sometimes
uged for exerclsing
what she sees as
her assisted suicide
aptlion.

pressed at limes,” she said.
“But we can't dwell on it. It's
important to znjoy every,
moment we have.”

Good is looking forward to.|
KLvorkIan 8 trial because she’s™

will have the compassion and
guts Lo help her, if she necds it.

Good, who has been quoted
extensively because of her oe-
tivity in Hemlock and her es-
sociotion with Kevorkian, sces
a touch of irony in the possibil-
ity of her opting for o “soft
landing,” the term somctimes
used for exercising what she
sees o her nseisted suicide op-
tion,

“Almost every reporter ['ve
talked to has asked to be put in
contact with someone secking
to commit suicide with Dr.
Kevorkian's help,” she said.
“But nobedy was willing to
talk {to the press) out of fear
they would lose their nplmn
But now, I'm in that position.”

Good and her husband, Ray
— & former commander of the
13th Precinct in the Detroit

Police Department — ate
philosophical about their
plight in life. “We get de.

the physician will be
vindicated. But she's also lovk-
ing forward to Feb. 26, when
she will be “roasted” by her
sister feminists.

Fliers promise o 12-course
Chinese dinner at the “Peking
House” in Royal Ozk (Contact:
Carole Chiemp, (313} 961-
5660). Those same fliers tout 0
good-patured “Toost & Ronst”
with “no tears, no mewkish.
ness.”

Good classifics herself as o
pro-choice Catholic and a Re-
publican. In 1991 she was in-
ducted into the Michigen
Women's Hall of Fame for,
among other things, having
spearheaded the drive to make
sexual harassment illegal in
Michigan.

Good was recently honored
by the Log Cabin Society, an |
orgsnizotion of gay Republi-
cuns, for her work in counsel-
ing AIDs victims and their
familics.
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