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'Thompson becomes first insider to head OCC

By TiM RICHARD
BTAYY WRITER

Heeding the advice of adminis-
trators and faculty, Oakland
Community Collego trusteon
locked innide to find a new chan.
cellor — Richard T. Thompson,
58, veteran administrator at threo
of the five campuses.

“All the good things arc in
motlon, I'm glad you are taking
advantage of iInternal candi-
dates,” Thompaon told the board
prior to its 6-2 vote Thursday.

Hie top priority: staffl develop-
ment, beginning with the deans.

“The deans have been In a very
difficult nituation. They've been
thrown chore after chore with no
support. They're expected to do
paperwork and still think great
thoughts snd show academlc
leadership. Thoy need o great deal
of support. We need to invest in
employees,” sald Thampsen, who
takes over March 19,

To trustee Judith Wiscr's ques-
tion about the turnover of coun.
selors, Thompson sald: *We'rc at
a low ¢bb. We have o lot of part-
timers. You're going to scv a fow
positions asked for” in his first
budget.

The board split was a familiar
one, The five trustees, including
board chair Douglas Wakefield,
who fired Dr. Patay Calkins as
chancellor voted to hire Thomp-
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son and furget about a nationsl
search.

‘Trustees Janleo Simmaons and
Anne Scott, Calkine loyalints,
voted no. Simmons objected to
Thompson's lack of a doctorate
degree, the first criterion on the
boord’s wlsh list for a $120,000
chief executive of the 30,000-stu-

dent college. Scott gave no reason.
“[ moved along faster l.hnn my
academic credentinls,” sald
Thompeon, who has two degrees
in English from Eastern Michi-
gan Unlversity. “I'm long past tho
point In my careor where an EA.D.

means anything.
“1 have a ri:h hm:kgmum! in

" he

to service on ﬂrnl. thu faculty
unfon’s and lator tho administra-
tion's callective bargaining teams,

‘The board picked Thompson
over George Keith, 63, for two
yeara prenident of the Crehard
Kidge Campus.

Thompson — no kin of the
Oakland County prosecutor with
the same namo — has headed the
Highland Lakes, Orchard Rldge
and most recently the Auburn
Hille campuses, in addltion to
stints as vice chancellor for aca-
demlcs and acting chancellor for
nine months during a vacancy.

Trustces also were impressed ut
hls work on the OCC team prepar-
Ing for an accreditation visit by
the North Central Association
and his service on 10 Narth Cen-
tral teams accrediting other col-

§ the University of Michigan are tive to be promoted from wh.hln.
= "l? doans h:’vfgl 1t begging the Legislature to change  His selection camo leas than four
een In a very cu tho law to allow closed doors. months after the discharge of Cal-
situation. 'l'hey’vo Thompson and Kelth wero the  kins, 8 Texan whom the board
been thrown chore af- only two internal nppllcanu. A mndnnly faulted for weak mutev
h ith 20.member advisory jons and lack of i in
ter chore Yl NO 8UP-  }cpded by interim Chancollor An-  dealing with unions.
port. They're expected tho:y Jarson recommended both A I'ormei Ipruild)egl of ;Ihn 0;::
without qualification. “We sup- way (now Livonia} Symphony
tglﬁg:lnr(omozk and port an internal candidate at this  ciety, Thompeon predicted that
8 nk grea point in timo. These candidates “business and industry will be
thoughts and shOW &C- have very strong support — un-  ever more demanding’” for traincd
ademic leadership.’ precedented in the history of the  technical graduates, “but without
college,” Jarson said. Inllng lixht of our core — we're an
Richard Thompaon Althougl OCC is 31 years old, of higher education”
0CC chancellor Thompson is the firat chief execu.  in the liberal arts.
leges. He got laughs with hls dry *
wit and self-deprecating tales of
hin anily misiehes 2s 8 locturer The 1-HR Photo Speclalist

The board acted within min-
uten plter interviewing Keith and
Thompson for nearly two hours.
The Interviews wero public, as re-
quired in the Open Meetings Act.
Three trustees, including 18-year
vetersn Sandra Ritter, told this
newapaper they had no problem
with public interviows, although
boards at Onkland Univeraity and
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The Home Loan
with no up-front costs.

No points

No application fees
No title costs

No ciosing costs

Mo appraisal costs

No up-front costs at all

And with only 15% down [vs. 20% from other
lenders), you avoid paying private mortgage
insurance. Available up to $500,000. Lower down
payments are available at great rates, too. Check out the
fixed or adjustable program that meets your needs.
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