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“Businesn {s always changing,
the hair accessory that everyone
wants today In not what everyone
wants tomarrow. You'va got to
study the sales figures, lifestyle
trends, and talk to your buyers in
other dopartmenta,”

Sho sald buyoy salaries typical-
ly atart at $30,000,

Analyzing ul‘ei- figures, crunch.

nd challongi

the chain are clean and well-pre.
sonted becauss we're indirectly
telling women that we can take
case of them, too.”

Blaszkowski polnted out that
retail work requires a lot more
physlcal exertion than most peo-
ple expect. .

“You're on your feet for long pe-
{lnd: of time and you're always

ing n ven.
dors is only part of what Renea
Blaszkowski does as district man-
ager of nine Ann T ylor stores.

Sho got hor retail wings through
yatious poaitions with The Gap.
Her favorite job waus opening the
Providence, Rhode Istand Gap
stare next to Brown University
when Amy Carter was a student
there.

91 met the Preaident Jimmy
Carter, Amy Carter, and boy did
thoso secret service agonts buy a
lot:of Gap clothing,” sho recalled.
“ gventually opened 11 atores for
the Gap in four years when CEQ
Mickey Drexler believed the Gap
should be like 7-11 with a stare on
cvery corner.

1t seoms in the '80s, poople
wopped with thelr pockets open
—~ anlea were phenomonal. One
store went from $800,000 to $5
million in just one yenr,”

‘Ghe said she jolned Ann Taylor
after meoting CEO Sally Kasaks
in . New York and hearing about
her vision for the ani

st hi moving
clothing racks, and cloaning.” She
advised retail newcomars to
nearch out mentors and watch
how they motivate, solve prob.
lems and menage people. She
credited several managers with
insplring her retail carcer. She
advised mtarting out in low vol.

her desire to empowor other wom-
en to achieve their business gools.

Blaszkowski said it's no mys-
tery that the retail world is filled
with women, but mon typlcally

control most decisl king at
the top.

“Anh Taylor offers sulta and
acporates for the husiness wom-
an,” she sald, explaining that the
name was chosen to suggest the
type of merchandise within,
“Suits are always up front in all
our stores,” sha said.

1 visit each of the stores under
my jurisdiction every 10 days te
tead, coach, chellenge and ener-
gize my sales force. 1 fill mansge-
ment vacancles quickly, keep
stafl lovels up, anawer ¢very cus-
tomer letter, develap tralning and
action plans, prepare profit/toss
statements for each store, pay ex-
penses and meet payrolls.

#4 district manager hes to
make sure each of the stores In
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Fancy fragrance

Hew at Sake: Gianni
Versace's BLONDE
eelebrates the scent of
the tuberose. It's ele-
guntly packaged with
Versace's trademurk
Medusa symbol on
each item in the collec-
tion — exclusively at
Suks Fifth Avenue
through June.
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Save thousands of dollars!
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Designet Bridal Gowns from only £99.00!

¢ Thme Osly Diseonnis on Al Bridal Services!
OVER $5,000 IN PRIZES
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Molldey Inn-Farmington Hiils
12:00 p.m. to 4100 p.m.
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