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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Aol 26
SLAND AND FREEDOM®

Exclusively at the Datrolt institute of
Arts. A potiod drama about pollticsl
treachery &nd Republican trenchios of
the Spanish Civll War,

*MULHOLLAND FALLS®

A drama sot in Los Angeles 1934, con-
tering around the *Hat Squad,* en alite
anticiime unit wha find themsolves
ontrapped in 8 massive conspliacy.
Stars Nick Nolte, Malonte Griffith, Chazz
Paiminterl, Michael Madsen, and John
Maikovich

~THE QURST™

An actlon fitm about 8 Now Yotk Clty
who tearns of 8 g

rmartlal arts tournoment with the pize

being a gold ¢ragon flied with riches.

Stars Josn-Claudo Van Damme, Roger

Moaro.

STHE LAST SUPPER”

Five liberol lowa grodusta studonts
want 10 make a difference In tho world,
bt when thoy are put tho tost, thay are
roally a whole (ot of talk ond very llitle
aetien unti ona stormy night avec 8
faktntul dinner, Stors Cameroa Dlaz,
Annabeth Glsh.

“BUNSET PARX®

A polgnant comedy aboul a woman PE
teachar from Brooklyn, who with no pro-
vious axperionce, 1akes ovor as coach
of 3 boy's high scnool varsity bosketball
toam. Stars Anea Perman, Fredo Star,
Carol Kane. -

“THE TRUTH ABQUT CATS AND DOQS®

A somantlc comedy aboul an Insecura
WOmBN W hosts a (6d1o show about
pats who asks o model Lo assume har
laentity when a handsome llstener
begins a romant!c pursult. Stors
Janaano Garofalo, Uma Thurman.

to open Friday, May 3

Mms W, Warzacs

Romantic comedy: Uma Thurman as Noelle Slusarsky
and Janeane Garofalo as Abby Barnes are neighbors
who are enmeshed in romantic chaos in “The Truth
About Cats & Dogs” opening Friday at metro Detroit

movie theaters.

"THI PALLBJARER"

A comedy 8bout 0 young man who
pgroes ta lepsa the funeral servicas of a
former hIgh school classmote, dospito

tha fact that he can't remembor who
tha cladsmata was, Stars Davie
Schwimmer, Gwynelh Pailfow, Barbara
Hershoy.

“THE GREAT WHITE HYPE"
AnIffevaront comedy set In the high

stakes world of professlono) boxing.
Stors Samuel L. Jacksan, Jeff Goldblum,

Compelling drama ‘A Family Thing’

BY DAVID GOODMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Earl Pilcher Jr. is a white
mule, about 60 years old, a prod-
uct of the segregated old South.
After a lifetime of grinding work
in hia small, dusty hometown,
he's nequired a fine family, a nice
house and a succeasful auto
business. He probably thinks
there aren't many surprises leR.

One peaceful Arkanaas
morning, his “Mama” calls the
family to her deathbed to say
good-bye. A fow days later, the
local preachor gives Earl (Robert
Duvall) a handwritten letter. It
cantains news that will turn
everything he thinks about him-
self upside down.

Tn a few sweeps of a pen, he
learns that the woman who just
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died was not his birth mother.
His real mother was a young
black woman who died in child-
birth after being ruped by hia
daddy. Somewhere out there, he's
got a black half-brother, too. :

That's the starting acenario
of an engaging, character-driven
new film {rom MGM-UA called
“A Family Thing,” starring
Duvall and James Earl Jones ns
his half-brether, Ray. The movic
also features a truly memorable
performance fram Chicago stage
actress Irma P, Hall as Ray's
Aunt T

Mast of the movie concerns
Pilcher's emotional voynge after
the news, including his odyssey
to the North to fulfill his adop-
tive mother's request to find the
half:brother _ said to'be a Chica-
go police officer.

With bandy legs and cowhoy
boots, Pilcher Inoks the quintes-
sential good ol' boy as he threads
his way North in a boat-up pick-
up truck nlong highways that
grow increonsingly crowdod,

‘'he montage of shots ahow-
ing Pilcher's bewilderment when
he must confront the barrage of
nigns as he cnters Chicago is
filmed beautifully by director
Richard Pearco { "Country,” *“The
Long Walk Homo," “Heartland™).

When Earl finally méets Ray,
it's not exactly a teary scenc.
Ray knowa all too well who his
vinitor is and where he's comes
frem. And tho Iaconic, big-amil
ing cop _ with a flash of anger
lurking in his eyes _ gives Enrl
the brushofl.

But Earl'a naivets about big-
city dangers and small-town
pride Jeads him into danger. And
through a rather contrived series
of eventa, the odd couplo is reluc-
tantly thrown together again.

Ear) apends a fow initinlly
uncomforinble dayz with in
his modest South Side hame, and
ho geta to know the folks Ray
lives with _ Aunt T and grown-
up son Virgil (Michael Beach) _
and becomea acquainted with his
past.

The film is an excelient
showcase for Duvall and Jones,
but once you've met wisocrack-
ing, carthy Aunt T, it's hard to
imngino her taking a back seat
in anything.

Hall lights up the acrcen as
the opinionated cighty some-
thing matriarch, who, though
blind, seems to run the whole
show from her rocker in the liv-
ing room. "] don't have the bless-
ing to be able to separate people
by looking at them no more,” she
whips back when somcono tells
her Ear) is white. Watch for
Hall's name in next years Acad-
emy Award nominations.

“A 'Family Thing" has much
to recommend §i: Thera's o grip-
ping screenplay by Tom Epper-
son and Billy Bob '%humlnn rom
a concept suggested to them by
Duvall.




