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Think cool when planning pat

A reader suggested
this subject. With a
“lopg hot summer”
staring us in the face it
scems reasonable to
consider patios, porch-
es and terraces.
Whether your spoce is
enclosed or open to the
elomenta will dictate
what i required in fur-
niture and fabrica.

If it moy “rain en
your parade” the choices are indicated
by their durability under dissimilar
weather conditions. Sail cloth has
inlterent qualities. It can be made
water-repellent, adding to its diversity
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und dependability.

If the area is totally enclused, nnd
weather isn't of any importance, the
uky is the limit, no pun intended.

The first considoration should be
color, The hot calors aren't osthatically
harmonious, whereas the spectrum af
biues, greens and purples will emanate
n cool at here, My thoughts on the
subject include prints, plaing, great tex-
tures and woven patterns. Ergo, let'a

assemble on exceptional combination,’

under cither candition.

Your terrace may be on grass, large
ulate fMlagstones or even a paved aren,
surrounded by trecs and shrubs. I
would love to define the space with pot-
ted plants, always in terra cottn con-
tainers. These should be as much a part

Center aids McDonald House

Michigan Design Center in Troy,
nationally renowned for its excluaive
interior design shawrcoms, is opening
ita doors to the public for “Fumilia: A
Celebration of Family and Design”
5:30-8 p.m. Wednesdny, May 1.

Proceeds from the cvent will benefit
the familics of the Ronald McDonald
House of Detrit.

Pickets are $26 per person and
include n tour of MBC, frec hora d'ocu-

vres and beverages and a chance to win
prizes in o raffle. For an additional
donotion of $25, a guest can hove o 20-
minute, private consultation witih a
top designer of MDC.

MDC is at 1700 Stutz Drive, north off
Muple, between Coolidge and Crooks in
Troy. Guesta attending the event can
enter at North Entrance D. For tickets
or more informatian, call Karen Belluo-
mo at (313) 746-6911.

of thoe decorating as the furniture, With-
out cutting off the viow (unless there is
no viow), keep the tallest plants to the
back, nnd lower greens nearest to the
soating. Somo of the contalners, in var-
jed mizes, should encompass colorful
lovely flowering plants. The more the
merrion

The furniture can be redwood, or
metal, so very durable, upholstered in
waterproofed awning fabric, A glass-
topped iron-based coffee table will
break up the heavy look, but the glass
must be 8/4-inch thick, Creature com-
fort bespeaks clusters of huge squishy
toss pillows, casily housed overnight in
large plastic containers. My choices for
these include glorious, mesmerizing
prints, resonoting all of the colors.

The patio may be totally undercover,
with glaas surrounding on all sides.
Inclement weather no consideration.
You are home free. Wicker or rattan
furniture would be iden). The finish con
be notural, white paint, black shiny lac-
quer (very chic) or any of o variety of
colors.

In ane of my fuvorite jobs the wicker
was pointed an incredible glossy forest
green, and upholstered in severa] har-
monizing prints, both large and small
in scale. Another favorite wos all black,
with black sail cloth printed only in
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Our everyday prices on real wood
furniture are so great, peo
be crazy to lower them...but we
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For those who value the best for their home...

io, porch

white. Again terra cotta containers
holding greon planta, some flawéring.
In the black and white venus the flow-
ora should only bo white. I faver ficus
trees: short, tali, fat and thin. I often
ugo stainlces steel holders of varying
dinmoters and hoights, You can buy
those in an office supply shop na waste-
hoskets.

The floor should be covered with an
arca sisnl rug, whother by the yard, or
squarcy aOWR togother. Sisal s avail-
ablo in white, natural or painted. All of
tho forcgoing will ndd to the glamour.

Hanging plants add chariama to any
patio. Ask your florist about a potted
String of Pearls. Inordinatel Forns are
lush and incredible in hanging pots _ so
ia ivy. One of the lovelicst garden rooms
I over designed was the more lovely
becausc the women had two green
thumbs and the 5£uce resonated her
loving caro of ail the plant materiel, 1
hape you can emulato her example.

Naomi Stonc Levy, ¢ Franklin resi-
dent, is an interior designer and a for-
mer secretary of the American Sociely of
Interior Designers. You can leave her o
message by dialing (313) 853-2047 on a
touch-tone phone, then her mailbox
number, 1897. Her fax number is (810}
644-1314.
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