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SIVE THEM A HOME

TORY BY L1NDA ANN CHoOMIN

pring is tho acuson when birds begin roturning
1o Michigan yards. Feeding birds and watching
them tend their young ranka os one of the most.

nj“wya\rlu epring spectator sports next to base-
all.

Attracting a Diversity of Birds
Buckyard Birds in Plymouth stocks moro than 40 styles of
- bird houses and nesting boxes for every type of bird from
by gilrplc smartins, who livo in mlnnlu); to wood ducks and owl;i
ost bo 't have perches wil

Did you know cardinals foed each other socd as part of dominate the boxes, Becauso birds are s0 busy bullding
tholr courtzhip ritual? Watching this rito ofspringaswell  nests in spring, their main desire is to find a depondablo
a other behavioral manners ere yours ‘for the uoking when  food source, Food supplies have dwindled by March and
Yot invite birds into your yard. Whether you liva in a house, (lowering piants and bushes won't produce nectar,
‘apartment, condominium or even within an urban setting, 8 and ‘sceds until sometime in June, and many not untll later
Siall oazis of food, water and greenory has Lho potential of in fall and wintor. Tho gucsts o to your feedor
bocoming home to a number of feathered frionds. dapends on the typo of seed with which it's filled.

Attracting birds to your yard takes timo and planni) arn wha's visiting your yard by reading ono of the popu-
provido tho nesessary elements for survival. Jar guides like *Poterson's Field Gulde to Eastern Birds.”
Qestruction of habitat forces birds to spend much of their Educational tours for children after hours at Buckyard Birds
e iag for food, water, housing and shelter in a com:  in Plymouth helps childron loarn about birda and avoid rois-
fortable and protected covironment. Tha rowards of supplo-  conceptions.

‘menting these requiremonts oro many. “Com attracts grackles who eat baby chickadces,” said

“Watching the birds is relaxing, entertaining and educa- Gacy Phillips, owner of Backyard Birds in Plymouth, &

The kids love it too but whatever location you choose lor of more thon 25 different of seed. .
“Pure sunflower hearts aro for poople living in condos of

er, apartmants because there's less mess. Oflars arg for song-
: birds like goldfinch. Blus joys look for safllower, Avoid s
oen, goldfinches, hum- need fresh bird soed with,

Gardner loves watching the chickad

mingirds, nnd rod-bellied woodpeckers that visit her

. BloomSeld p backyard, T ting she

- has placed 2 couplo of salt hickadocfwren housta ss woll

mfﬁmﬁdfw;&mwwﬂ.mnm Phillips is 8 wealth of information.

lscorativo bipd Boused ngide. By rofr & 155 Tooking " FI5UES do everything by sight and azisl). When o cardinal

hame of ruatic wool ¢ with s i spote  ondor f1od wih ilers and atviped gonllowar toed it
e oaray fing it with matariale. Dirds: . . L 0% ol i dostims S50 2

P < Piin favarite style of feode i thy
" area mldﬂnfwdll,l’b%gpllaﬂ_

o

irds maiuafrﬂhwluﬁan D';

i T attroct i
water and one part sugar, then boil.

. nectar from four parts

HE is have. 1T
1 :more forests, then this [ where they
" found that this is & consumer, a

PO - .

For the binds: Don't forget to add a birdbath or
garden pond. Birds need water not cnly to drink,

‘but to keep their feathers clean.

" Lovers. There's a deep lave for tho animai kingdom in this

area.” L < .
Naitra Ribar loves all of the animsls, even fhe aquirrels

some peoplqk!uh.xdmdmuwhmvllﬂnlthoir

bizvls and squirrels

aquirrel fooder,
‘and two bird baths. o Teln

It 80 much un 0 so0 Ihcvnﬁﬂdbi_xd,lglnﬂ wutrrels, T
!!qyﬂwltdﬂnl juncoe, wi pndnl,,muuﬁndwl,
gﬁmﬂumdnum&u.uymmmmm-m
dow fooder, tho kids got a ck wut of.”

Aymouth yard

On the cover:
Birdhouses come in.
a variety of shapes
and sizes, depend-
ing on the species. i g
It’s up to you what -
birds you want to
_attract to your yard.
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