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A good garden takes careful planning

{f you want to enjoy a beauti{ul
blooming aummer garden this year,
you'd botter get busy. Planning a flower
garden takes time ‘and a cortain
amount of imagination.

Spring is usunlly the beat time to
plant, whether you choose herbacoous
planta {annuals, perennials and bulba)
or woody plants (trces and shrubs),
Den't plant too early, an unexpocted
late frost can deatroy tender flowera.
Howover, some plants like pansics, cal-
endulas and snapdragons, will survive
light frosta and ¢an bo planted several
weceks before tho 1ast frost in your area,

Before putting your planta into the
ground, it is important to have the soil
in idcal shapo. Proper soil not only
holds plants in place, but also gives
them moisture and nutrients thoy need
to grow and Mower.

Soil should not be too sandy ar too
hard (clay-like). Tho best soil, called
loam, is crumbly and well-aorated, with
lots of erganic content. Roots thrive in
Jonm sail.

Usoe campost, manure, leaf mold or
peat to mako your soil more lonmy. Pre-
pare the soil to a depth of cight to 12
inchen {(about the depth of a garden
apndo) ond rake the surface, broaking
up any clods of dirt,

1t is nlso important to know the fortil-

ity of your soil. Fertile soil has tho
praper balance of three cssential nutri-
enta _ nitrogen, phosphorour and potas-
sium. If you are not sure about tho for-
tility of your moil, uso a moderato
amount of fertilizor with about twice an
much nitrogen a8 phosphorous and
potassium.

There are threo typo of planta to
choose from for your flower garden.
Annuals, which grow readily from
seeds, van be used to §ill beds and bor-
ders with brilliant, long-lnating color.
Most annuals live only one scason but
bloom for mnny weeks. Popular annuals
inciude impatiens, goraniums, snap-
dragons, larkspur and dahlia,

Peronnials add searonal color ta tho
gardon. Thoir sturdy roota nllow many
of them to flowor yoar after year
although seme, called bienniels, live
only two years., Perenniuls grow (rom
sceds or hulbs but do not bleam until
the second yenr.

For faster flowering, buy plants in
containers. Popular porenainls include
dofTedils, tulips, hollyhock, columbine,
crocus and iris.

Flowering ahirubs, trees and woady
vines add substanee and height to your
garden. Even when they are not bloom-
ing, these plants provide a green back-
drap {ur other floworing plants.
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Give Mom a gift
that’s really easy (o

open... and close.

This Mother's Day, give Mom
something she'll thank you for every
’ time she gets behind the wheel. A
. Stanley Professional Garage Door

L ) o

Model TT200 (1/3-hp) Opener will save her steps and
protect her from bad weather.
$7164.99 And now, until the end of May,
v we'll include a free mini remote
transmitter to carry on her keychain.
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Visit our showroom, or

call 313-462-3500

Garage Door . .
18x 7 Instaited - Wood, vinyl and
aluminum windows

$469.00 - Skylights
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