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EAN BARNARD

Art invokes the
answer to a
crafty question

The Farmington Hills Festival of the Arta just
dlework - is

Farmington Dbserver

Gifted learn in leaps, bounds at this school

BY RATHLEEN O'DONCHUE
S8PECIAL WRITER

Parents secking a non traditional
loarning experience for their gitted
child may find Steppingstono a rola-
tively undiscavered altarnative.

With a low student/teacher ratio,
small classrooms and onc on ono
teaching in many cases, Stepping-
stone i a rare find at 11 Mile weat
of Middlcbelt, in the Mercy Activi-
ties Centar.

The schoot accommodates children
from preschoo) through cighth grade
and has a latchkey program.

*Gifted children are generally two
or more years advanced in one or
morv areas, they are emotionally
intonse, they tend to want to kaow
thinga in greater depth, they have
the ability to integrata and evaluate
information and do something dif-
Lareng with it," lqitd Kiyo Morse,

brought up a question regarding k -
it a craft or ia it needle art?

I'm a member of the Farmington Hills chapter
of the Embroiderers’ Guild of America, which
meets the first Wednesday of the month at 8:30
a.m. at Faith Covenant Church, 14 Mile and
Drake roads.

Membera do n great variety of needlowork. For
a number of years, EGA has worked to raise the
perception of necdlework from that of a craft to
that of an nrt.

There has nlways been disagreement as to
what cxactly constitutes art. Some say "if I like
it, it's art.”

Othera say only painting qualifies as art.
Musicians and sculptora would disagree.

Crocheted dolla covering tailet paper rolls or
wry cross atitched mottoes exhorting guests to
tidy up don't strike moat as art. Nor doea the
garishly colored landscape done by the weekend
painter unaquainted with subtle tinta.

There seems to be many opinions about what
docs define art.

A good basic definition is forthright - Art is an
expression and evocation of emotion whether
cxpressed by means of paint, musical instru.

“They are not little adults though
this is a froquent misconcoption
because language development usu-
ally begins s0 early.” account for less
than 2 percent in the population,
according to Morse, In tho average
classroom of 30 students, most of tho
children have others to develop rela-
tionships with whilo the gifted child
will have zero children to relato to,
unless measures are taken to accom-
modate her learning nceds.

Often gifted children pug:rm

COMMUNITY LIFE

Any questions?:

a fourth grader at Steppingstone,
"was very depms‘ed at the school he
") d h

poorly in regular cl me-
times thoy perecive the work aa bor-
ing or unchallenging. They may act
out, becoming a class clown, or sim-
ply refuss to do the work and receive
poor grades. Often they daydream or
have ideas about the way things

* should be taught or done.

Paronts of gifted children are fre-

quently aware their child is different tary

and may not relats well to saame age
peers. Finding an environment with
d of the same intellectual

ment, cJay, thread or any other 1. Invari-
ably art expreases the emotion of the artist and
evokes an emotion in the viewer,

Beo REEBER, 14X

genre allows gifted children to
develop normal interchange with
others.

One father saya that his son, now

Pl y.

“He folt lanely. Onco ho shocked
his mother by yelling: I wish 1 was-
n't smart. I wish I could be dumbl*

Sineo attending B ingst

nars and workshops to help them
learn more about working with gift-
ed children.

According to Morso: "teachers
must ba able to integrate, apply and
develep hands on teaching methods

the father says it's been a night and
day difference. “He feels upbeat,
accepted, listened to."

Donna Coflin, an upper elemen-

many gifted children are
kinesthetic learncra, meaning they
havz to touch and do.
“Because theso students tend to
ask a lot of questions, it takes a cer-
oo

teacher at § says
"gilted children are very acnsitive.
We try to let them know someone ia
always here to listen to them. The
students really care about cach
other.”

In addition to state certification,
Steppingstone teachers attend semi-

tain p type to work effec-
tively with them.”

Steppingstone utilizes multi age
developmental groupings of 12 to ib
students wit}:‘m a class. This

the
of each child,
For instance, while a student

L Teacher Shari Dudek works math with Paige Crawford, 7, as she fields
Zuestwna from Nicholas Tucker about the age of dinosaurs. Dudek uses hands-on tools

ecause young students conceptulize math skills better in that

fashion.
might be at fourth grade level in
math, she may be reading at sixth
grade level.

The upper and lower clementary
students learn in a large room
where they arc physically separated
but can still see und relate to each
other.

Some gifted children fare well
enough in the regular classroom,
and some detractors believe that
spending up to cight years with
many of the anme studenta and
teachers might create a socially lim-
ited individual.

For more information on Stepping-
stone, call Kiyo Morse, administra-
tor, at (B10) 473-1808..

MAY IS OLDER AMERICANS MONTH
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“Nature gives you the face you have at 20.
It is up to you to merit the face you have at 50 and older.”

— Coco Chanel

Rachwaod Inn and Borden Court

An Older Adult Health Care Community

3500 W. South Blvd.’," Rochester Hills

$10-852-7800

Medicare Certified .- Please call for a tour

Dxygen Krypton KR 3.1

T 2497

ﬁgllwldl Brvob

WA oryand Myey Omary
Sy’ Potn Poied LW

Rollerbiade Bravopiade GLX e
P e Yt U

Rollerbisds Splrh?ludo ABT

el gy v it
e Oomes. Aot use

OXYGEN
?q Famsyedll 11 Lin

¥




