e S RATPELL W LY WS et

A12(0/F)

MONDAY, MAY 27, 1968

Commissioners request answers
‘on costs of prosecuting Kevorkian

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAYY WRITER

I you've been wondering how
much tax money was spent to
take Dr. Juck Kevorkian to trial
- twice - you're not alone.

Some Qukland County com-
missioners are wondering too,
and they're trying to demand
unswers ~ over the objections of
their colleagucs who suggested
their actions were politically
motivated.

Republican commissioners
decided to ask Oakland Prosecu-
tor Richard Thompson to attend
their June 17 caucus and talk
about the Kevorkian case.

Thompson docan’t have to
nccept the invitation, said county
chair John P. McCulloch, R-
Royal Oak. “But we'd like to
hear from him.” .

Kevorkian, the retired West
Bloomfield patholugist who rel-
inhes the nickname “Doctor
Lieath,” has twice been tried in
Quakland Circuit Court on sepa-
rate charges of violating Michi-
gan law ngninat assisted auicide.
Both trials - ane starting in
February nnd the other starting
in April ~ luated four weeks or
lenger, and bath ended in acquit-
tals.

The trizla - and the cost —
came up Thursday at a caucus
of Republican county commis-
sionera prior to the regular meet-
ing of the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners.

“I don't know about you,” said
commissioner Dan Devine Jr. of
Bloomfield Hills, “but n lot of
people ask me nbout the county
resources spent prosccuting
Kevorkian.

“I'm embarrassed that I don't
know,” he said,
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Devine, an attorney, said he
wants prosecutor Richard
Thompson to address commis-
sioners and tnlk about the
oxpense of prosccuting
Kevorkian who has been
invalved in at least 28 assisted
suicides.

“He (Thompson) talka to us
when ho wants mare monoy for o
special unit (such as homicido
investigation),” said Devine. “He
should be willing to talk to us
about this teo. [ want to know.”

Commissioner Lawronce R,
Obrecht, however, said Devine's
comments had the smell of poli-
tics,

“Before you atart grilling Mr.
Thompsan,” said Obrocht, R-
Leke Orion, “shouldn’t you
(Devine) mention that you're on
the campaign committee of the

prosecutor’s opponent? Shoulda't
you discleso there might be a
political motive involved?”

Devine has endorsed David G.
Goreycn, the former aasistant
prosecutor and current city com-
missianer in Royal Oak, who is
challenging the incumbent in the
Aug. 6 GOP primary.

“I'm not on his (Goreyca’s)
campaign committec,” seid
Devine. *But I have endoraed
him.

*But my questions have noth-
ing to do with politics. I just
want to know how much the

infringement on his discro-
ticnary powers. “He has the
authority to decide how to carry
out the duties of his office,” said
Jensen. “We (commissionors)
don't ask about the expense of
prosecuting a murder charge.”

Robert J. Daddow, county
director of managemont and
budget, said the prosccutor may
not have an accurate breakdown
of the costs. “He may not have
these kinds of figurea broken
down,” he eaid.

Devine and other commission-
ors were not satiafied with that

il . “If

county apent pr ting
Kevorkian.”
Commissioner Donald W.
Jensen, R-Birmingham, suggest-
ed that trying to demand
anawers from the prosccutor
might bo an inappropriato

p: ty, h Mr.
Thompson doesn't have those fig-
ures,” said Devine, “he should
have.

“I'm anxious to sce what he
snys on the 17th,” the commis-
sionor concluded.

A year after millage vote, |

SMART guestions linger

Ropublican county commis-
sioners were in a somewhat
combative mood as they cau-
cuned before Thuraday's regu-
lar county bonrd meoting.

As they nermally do, com-
miasioners previewod the
agenda and discussed con-
cerns, including whether or not
SMART, the arca transit sys-
tem, was living up to ita com-
mitment to provide a state-of-
the-art syatem,

Last year at thia time Oak-
tand County wan preporing for
a millage vote to raise addi-
tional uperational revenuo for
SMART which was threatening
to scale down or discontinue
service. Au port of the effort to
persunde veters to approve the
millnge, SMART promiscd
changes and improvementa.

One commissioner who
voiced concern was John
Garfield, R-Rochester Hilla,
who wanted more information

on issues such ns a possible
merger between SMART (Sub-
urban Mobility Authority for
Regional Transportation) and
DDOT (the Detroit Depart-
ment of Transportation).
Carporation caunsel Gerald

D. Poisson assyred commis- |

sfoncrs o merger hyn’t likely.

Garfield's questiog, however,
triggered commenta from other
commissioners about & general
lack of information. Perhaps
deputy exccutive John Grubba,
the county's chief lial with
SMART, should be aeked to
appear before commiasioners,
thoy said.

But comminssioner Larry
Crake of Waterford voiced
skopticism. If the deputy coun-
ty executive did appear, said
Crake, “He'd dance around the
table until he wore out the car-

drubbn Thursday was not
nvailable to comment.
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