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Rubber slum{) be gone.

That's what William
Drum promises would
appen if voters elect
him Monday, June 10, to
one of two four-year
seats on the Walled Lake
Board of Education.

“It's no secret I have a
decidedly different view-
point,” said the 45-year-
old Novi resident, who
was an }msuccessfu‘l can-
didate in the 1995 con-
test, )

By profession, Drum is
a metrologist for Eaton
R & D in Southfield,
where his job means to
“measure and evaluate
performance _  daily,”
according to his cam-
paign tlyer. .

e vows to “examine
egeh program on a

cost/benefit basis . . .
fight against costly and
divisive special "elec-
tions,” the flyer reads.
Drum was a member of
the Citizens Alhance of
Walled Lake that was
instrumental in defeat-
ing previous bond issue
attempts by the district.
“1 think I can bring
that perspective to the
administration and tg
other board members,”
said Drum | urmg_ a
recent interview. “With
that viewpoint :at the
table, we can get a dia-
logue started, n consen-
sus solution that’s going
to work.
According to the candi-
date, he concurs with a
E)oll‘ by Michigan State
m\'erslt}/ 8 e
Hubbell after the first

failed bond issue in Octo-
ver 993, Among
Hubbell's findings were
that the school board
was; 1.} part of the prob-
lem” in effectively com-
municating with the
public; 2.) a “rubber
stamp” for the superin-
tendent.

Drum insists he is not
a tax-hating nut, but
merely someone who
wants what's best for
students’ education.
And for that to happen,
he said board members
need to have divergent
viewpaints on issues and
be willing to stir it up.

A stickler for detail and
a_research devotee, the,
challenger wonders 1
that's ha genmg with
the current board.

“The danger of having

a one-sided board,”
Drum smd,h“ls what
we're seeing happen —
that the bogrd \%’te 7-0
ito progosc a bond) and
have the community
reject it consistently.”
Three bond issues of
more than $116 million
ave been defente
between October 1993
and February 1995. A
fourth bond” issue_ is
expected to be put before

voters in late November
or December.
Meanwhile Drum

repeatedly stated in a
recent interview that the
current board an
administrators need an
attitude adjustment so
that a wider segment of
the popalation is heard
on important issues.

Changing the attitudes

<chool board hopeful beats different Drum

of school officials so that
residents feef their input
is valued, Drum said, is
?bsolt\i_teiytggad crucial
o gettin ings accom-
[)li%hc_:d.g Thgt’s the
horniest problem they
face.

Unless that happens,
“we redgomg to be con-

demned to another divi-
sive fight_in the commu-
nity Right now, a lot

of people feel they’re not
even welcome at the
table.”

One major reason why
Drum said he thinks
they mu{ not be, as well
as whly he board seems
to follow the whims o

administrators, is fear of

disputes’ at public meet-
ings.

“I believe the current
administration and the

current board is very
fearful of anything t! iat.
might even remotely
resemble conflict.

To minimize any dis-
%reement.s at the table,

rum said issues are
debated more at school
board retreat sessions
than at regular meet-
ings.

“It has all the appear-
ances_that the decisions
(were) already made and

at they're goin
through the motions,
gaid Drum, a veteran of
the U.S. Marines.

To offset that, Drum
would promote making
the, retreats more public
and making sure “actual
board meetings would be
more like a retreat
where there's give an
take.”

Incumbent views bond as crucial to future
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David Flammer wasn't sure at
first if he wanted to seek re-elee-
tun to the Walled Lake Board of
Education

And no vne would have hlamed
I if he chose not to. ARer all
Flammer and his colleagues on
the Walled Lake Board of Educa-
fion have to endure plenty
n recent ¥ % — mostly because
uf thee pev :nding bond issue
quust needed to offset heavy
vuroliment grawth

Rat those needs haven't disap-

peared since voters rejected the
last bond issue attempt in
February 1995. And the fact that
Flammer ultimately filed for the
Monduy, June 10 election indi-
cates he won't vanish ensily.

“I'm an open person, a good lis-
tener and [I'm more than willing
to work with the people in the
district to make Walled Lake
schools the very best it ean be”
smd the 45-year-old Flammer
during a recent interview.

When be spoke. he came
across the same way he always
has: honest, likeable, but realis-
tic. To illustrate the latter, the

incumbent underlines the need
for more classroom space and,
for the solution, advocates going
the bond issue route one more
time, probably in late November
or December.

~That's the utmost privrity for
- school district,” Flammer
xaid. “We need to be able to deal
with the growth nnd be able to
provide the best possible learn-
ing environment far the kids.

“If the bond issues kevp fail-
ing. we're just going to be put in
the position where we have to do
things that are not beneficial for
the kids, and 1 think will tnega-

tively) affect the district in the
long run.”

tHe mentioned split shifts "ot
every level, und increasing class
size deamatically.”

But u successful band issue
would, according to Flamumer,
maintain the high quality of edu-
cation that he said his own two
children have benefited from,

Support for the bond issuce
aside, it is obvious that Flammer
views his role on the board us
much more than managing bud-
get line items.

He estimntes be has visited
160 of the state's 540 school dis-

Alp is on the way for growing
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Naw that Alp Opder has his

feet wet, he can’t wait to dive in
That's because Onder wants tu
take care of some vofinished

business he'became involved in
during his single year on the
Walled Lake Board of Education.

VOTE TUESDAY, JUNE 4TH

— for —

ARRY BRICKNER

el

County. Lansing has igno
sentation wants to Aeglect our roads,
education, erase mandatory requirements for driver’s education, decimate
adult education, snd underpay wage earners.
The residents of the 15th District deserve a voice IN Lansing, not a voice
FROM Lansing. I will make OUR voices heard in Lansing!

NG MORE BUSINESS
AS USUAL

Paid for by arry Brichaee fur State Sepate Conymitire
25021 Old Homestoad, Farmigton Hill, Michigun (10) 2384930

for State Senate - 15th District

» PRACTICING LAW FOR TWENTY YEARS,

» CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
PLANNING COMMISSION.

» FORMER LEGLISLATIVE LIASON FOR
HIGHMEADOW PTA.

» WRITER AND EDITOR OF AN AMERICAN
BAR ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER .

» BOARD MEMBER,
HiLLs HOMEOWNER’S ASSOCIATION.

» B.A. DEGREE AT MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY.
» J.D. Law DEGREE FROM COOLEY
LAW SCHOOL

INDEPENDENCE

State Government has not been responsive to the residents of Osakland
red local cities and schools. Qur present repre-
eliminate the core curriculum in

If voters clect him next Monday
to one of two four-yrar terms,
he'll certainly get that opportu-
nity.

At the top of that list is long-
range planning, putting to good
use his personal background as a
financial consultant at Roney &
Co. If elected, there’s no doubt
that expertise will be tested,

For starters, there is the con-
tinuing uncertainty over state
education funding, including tap-
ics such ns blended student
counts and post-Propasal A fall-

out.
Sccondly, it ia becaming more
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tricts, gleaning key information
required to knit an informational
quilt to show to colleagues.

“It's #o I'm able to have a
brond iden of what other dis-
tricts are doing and use those
ideas to help Walled Lake
schools,” Flammer explained.

But Flammer's efforts on
behalf of children branch out te
other ureas, A former teacher
and high schoolcanch, he nlso is
a technology expert, owning hia
own business, The Flammer
Group.

That expertise is being put to
paod use on the board, which

keeps working with dbetrict
administratora to make sure
every Walled Lake groduate has
the necessary computer skills to
prepare for uncertain futures.

“The hardest thing we have to
do now is preparing kids for a
future that nobody knows is,” he
said. “It's far different from
when we went to school. You'd go
to college, be a lawyer, doctor or
work for AT&T . ..

“Now most of the pundits who
examine these things feel that,
in the yenr 2010, most joba avail-
able for our atudents haven't
even been designed yet."

school district

and more difficult fiscally to
operate school diatricts, eapecial-
1y those that are busting at the
seams. And don't even start to
talk nbout the neerd for voters to
approve n mojor bond issue in
Inte 1986,

During a recent interview, the
35.yenr-old Novi resident reflect-
ed on the need for a money-man-
aging-type to be part of the next
board.

*It's important (that) a board
be comprised of people of differ-
ent individunl talents and back-

think the board should be as
well.

“My area of expertise is in the
financial area. Much of the prob-
lems that will face us in the
future, due to Propoaal A, aro
going to be financial and bud-
getary.”

Then, tack on the ever-present
question of need a bond issue.
Although Onder rccognizea
many people in the district are
“a little tired dealing with this,
cveryone's tjn:d of dealing with

grounds,” Onder said. “B
our community is diverse, I

this,” he es the impar-
tance of getting something done.
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