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MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1996

At the Open:

himf;s;‘,., -

Keoping track: People crowd around the scorcboard to see how their
favorites are doing in the competition.

Colobrity status: An excited youngater gets an autograph
from Tiger Woods on Tuesday.
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Qotting the
shot: Specta-
tors armed

with cam-
eras shoot
away on the
group of
Jack Nick-
{aus, Tiger
Woods and
Tom Watson
Tuesday.

at & week. From Mon-
day through Sunday,
the Onldand HilJln Coun-

try Club in Bl Town-

A week of wonders

Outta my way: Todd Curic,
tired of battling the
crowds for a better vicw
at the US. Open, uses a
little ingenuity for a
sneak peck at the pros at
the 11th hole.

Staff photos by
Stephen Cantrell
and Dan Dean -

A g?lm's d’:onm: f} l;:rgu
gallery (photo at left)
and t’zc Oakland Hills

. clubhouse await golfers -
as they finish their
round.

day morning.
But rein or shine, even non-
golfers were drawn into the
i and festive atmos-

ship beeame n center of sports
attention as thousands of peo-
plo flocked in to see some of the
beat golfers in the world com-
peto in the 86th U.S. Open,

The crowds atarted on Mon-
day, os fans arrived carly for
the practice rounds and look for
tho enrly arriving pros, And in
town, wasn't that Jack Nicklaua
spotted at tho 220 Restaurant?

Wednesday's torrentinl down-
pour was s hoart-stoppor for the
club an closs to threo inches of
rain felt In two hours, submerg-
ing part of tho courso and wash-
ing awny bunkera, Nearly 30
voluntaers from other cluba
joined the Oakland Hills staff of
26 to put tho course back in
shape in time to teo off Thurs-

One, two, threa push: Heauy rains early in the week made the going treacherous aa Collin Ozmout of
Binghom Farma found out when he got stuck in the mud at the 16th hole Monday.

phere as the crowds spilled over
in the surrounding community.

Maple turned into n slowly
moving gridlock of cars as dri-
vers hunted for parking spaces.
And rosidents along the rond
wero enthusiastically willing to
accommodate them - at $20
each for the day.

Police had vowed to keep the
crush of cars ofl surrounding
strecta and maintain somo sort
of traffic order in the neighbore
hoods. But no ono seemed to
mind, at least not too much or
for long.

This was not a week for bad
feellngs and frustration, except
for the occasional missed shot.
Poople came to tho Open to
have a good time. And they did.

Spending money: People snapped up official
Open items from a 20,000-square-foot tent.




