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Don’t trivialize physzczan asszsted suicide

——
FOCUS ON
THREOLOAY

In suicide a
logitimate way
of taking con-
trol when it
seems that life
has lost it
moaning?
According to
polls, & majority
of people in
Michigan sup-
port sc-called
“physician-
asninted” sui-
cide. In this

pucc v tnst month, 1 oxplored
some of the reasens why I think
there ja so much support for it,
and suggested some reasons why
physician-assisted suicide may
not be as simple & remedy for
suffering os it seems.

A fow yoars ago in another
city, [ used to visit an elderly
woman in & nursing home. She
was one of thoss extraordinary
women whose beauty and grace
secmed to increnss as she aged.
It was o delight to spend time
with her.

For some time, she had been
experiencing o problem with the
circulation in her legs. One day
she confided that her doctor had
told her that she would have to
have a leg removed. If thia were
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not dono, she would probably not
survive, She had reached her
late eighties, and although she
still had a loving family and
friends, lifo no longer hold so
very much attraction for her.
Sho dreaded the surgery and the
subsequent recovery period.
Having thought about it prayer-
fully, she had reached the con-
clusion that she would forego tho
surgery. Fully aware of the con-
sequences, sho wos ready to give
up her life.

What should I have said to
her? 1t seemed presumptuous to
try to talk her into having
surgery when she didn’t want it.
How could 1 assess whether life
after surgery would be good
enough to justify the ordeal? She
was the one who had to live it -
not I. ‘My apur-of-the-moment
reasoning was simply to offer my
aflirmation and support, whot.
ever course she might choose. In
fact, as 1 left the nursing home, 1
felt admiration for her courage
and her wisdom. Certainly there
is a time when it's timo to let go
of one's grip on life.

My friend’s daughters were
fiercely attached to their mother
and wanted to enjoy her for a
while longer. They sensed, as |
did not, that their mother was

COMMUNITY MESSENGER

spiritual announcemonts from
Oakiand County religious insti-
tutions. Write: C: Mes-

with Bible stories and modern-
day stories, there will be crafts
and music claases as well an

senger, Beliefs & Values Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 805 E. Maple. Birming-
ham, Mi 48009. Our fax number
Is (810) 644-1314.

1B PRIZST RETIRES
Father Donald Dacey, pastor of
Qur Lady Queen of Martyrs
Parish since 1986, is retiring
from active service as a parish
riest,
A farewell reception will be held
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, June
23, at tho parish’s Lucian A.
Herbert Social Hall, 32340
Picree, Beverly Hills, All thoso
wha know Dacey ars invited to
attend.
Dacey complasted his atudies at
Sacred Heart Seminary in
Betroit and St. John Provincial
Seminary in Plymouth. He has
served the Roman Catholie Arch-
diocese of Detroit in various
?;};;ciﬁn since his ordination in

@ BIBLE SCHOOL

A Vacation Bible School is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. to noon week-
days, June 24-28, at New Life
Bnptin Church llﬂl Hnrdml.

and

I NEW SCHEDULE

Firat United Methodiat Church,
16892 W. Maple Rd., BirmIng-
ham, began its summer ached-
ule June 18. Worship services
are held each Sunday at 8:30
and 10 a.m., with church school
offered through grade & at 10
a.m. Coffee hour will be moved
to the front lawn on at least four
Sundays. The fall schedule
resumes on Sunday, Sept. 8.

 QOLF OUTING

KESHET, a Southfield-based
arganization for Jewish Families
of Children with Specinl Necds
hoata its second annual golf out-
ing at 11 a.m. on Thursaday,
June 27, at the Links of Novi
Golf Course, Novi.

The event includes 18 holes of
golf with n golf cart, Junch, com-
plementary beverages through-
out the day, cocktails and dinner
at 6:30 p.m. Tamarof¥ Buick of
Southfield will display a new car
on the green and award a frec
Jease to the player who achieves
a hole in one. .
There is a charge for the goll
auhng. which is tax deductible
to current tax law reg-

ngeﬁt 4 thmugh ﬂnh grndu are
inv

The theme for this year is Camp
Friendship. The focus of the
weck will be Jesus’ ndventures
with his friends. It will take
placo in a camp setting. Along

ulations. Non-golfers may attend
the dinner anly. Proceeds benefit
KESHET's programs.

For more informatian, call Don
Rosenberg at (810) 258-8576 or
(810) 647-4440.

HELP US HELP THOSE IN NEED
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faciat tines with Laser Skin
Rejuvenation

“This remarkable rejuvenatin
ure offers an affordal

-signs of aging, induding:

treat unwanted

way
dramatically reduoe the visible

. Call today for a FREE consultation.
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suffering from depression. Less
cautious than I, they talked her
into having the surgery.

The surgery went well, but the
hospitalization was hard on the
patient. At times, she was disori-
ented. When she came back to
the nursing home, sho was con-
fined to a wheelchair,

If T had argued her into having
the aurgery against her witl, 1
would have been uncasy. But
then the un(-xpccu:d happened.
The patient fell in love,

An olderly men from our
church began to visit the
woman. He came in the after-
noons, driven by his daughter or
a home-care worker. Always, he
wore a suit and tio.

Thoey sat and talked quietly for
hours, One day the two called
their families together, telling
them that they hed an
announcement to make. The
families were a bit apprehensive.
Did those two now in their
nineties, intend to get married?

The announcement was that
they were “best friends.” The
friendship persisted and deop-
ened until, at last, she died.

1 learned from this some obvi-
ous leysons, One js that even
when it scems that a person has
finished living her life, there

I LEARNING MINYAN

“ Ask n Question, Any Question”
is the theme for the next “Learn-
ing Minyan for Adults™ at 10:30
a.m. Saturday, June 28, at Cong.
B'nai Moshe, 6800 Drake Road,
West Bloomfield.

Leonard Wanetik, author of
*“Sedra Study for Everybody” will
lead interested adults in a
“Learning Minyan for Adults,”
featuring a freewheeling discus-
sion of the Jewish prayerbook
and Sabbath service.
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be Storage Vaults
may be some surprises in store,

Of course, the situation might  x A(’:l:at:tv:gs‘[%wr
have turned out quite different- | Fur's Every Need
No: e;cryonc hos a new and [ * E"P‘“ Cleann 4 2

joyful life-experience near their |

80th birthday! Nevertheless, Mmm Facllides
knowing this woman taught me * Comprehenive
that life is not under our control. F‘"CN'“P
1t's a gift. For people of faith, life dual

Has your
Mom had a
mammogram?

The

Increases with age. !tis

ong

causes of death among
women 65 and older.
Early datection through
regular mammograms :
could prevent many of
these deaths. Yetas
women get older, they .
are less likely to get .

risk of breast cancor

of the laading

is a gift from God. We may seem

to have gathered ali the conceiv-
able data, and so to be well-
equipped to make a life and
denth judgment. But wo nover
really have all the data.

What scems no langer worth
anything may turn out to be pre-
cious, | sce “caution” signs when-
ever we are ready to conclude
that our own lifc — or someone
elsc's —can safely be brought to
halt. Should the law permit
*“physician-assisted” suicide?

This is a question that
requirea rigorous and lengthy
examination. Those who rush
into unilateral action run the
risk of trivinlizing the issue.

Ronald P. Byars, Ph.D, pastor
a/ Firat Preabytcrmn Church a/

Erxe Pick-Up
Call {313) 873-8300
oc (B10) 6423003

o leave
dml (313) 953-2047, cxt. 1851,
from a Touch-Tone phone.

Dv. Wilitam B. Lukace
Dr. Marvin Novetsky

Mom had a mam-
mogram? If not, encour-
age her to get one. [t
might be your chance to
give her good advice.

Call us. We can tell you
everything you need 1o

know

mograms, Free

An overview of how Implants may best
meet your personal needs. Implants are
a permanent solution for missing teeth
and loose dentures. “They not only
restore normal chewing and
speaking abilities, they also
ENHANCE FACIAL APPEARANCE
AND THE OVERALL QUALITY OF LIFE.”

FOR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE
CALL LORI AT (81 0)553-0645

Bponaored by: DA'S NOVETBKY. LUKACS, Ammk:
and STERIOSS A BAUSCH and LOMS,

Has your

about mam-

coupon
and mail to:

Suite 222

in Metro Detroit
755 W. Big Beaver Rd.

Troy, MI 48084-4903
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Our unlver51ty brlngs

Eight-week sessions

stude?t centers

For more information,
calt or complete

d weekend courses

* Six convenient Metro Detroit -
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