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Traffic ticket flap is no kick
for frustrated soccer coach

bY TiM 8MITH
BTAFY WHITYR

Pat Hulett coached a Canton
recreational soccer team that
lost all 10 of ita games thia sen-
aon. But that didn’t upsot him
nearly as much as getting
nabbed, along with many others
it scema, for making an illegnl
right-hand turn in Kecgo Har-

T,

Aud he probably ian't alone
with his anxiety.

“My soccer team was 0 and 10
this year,” Hulett said. “But that
waa less frustrating for me thon
this thing.”

This “thing” waa the ticket
Keogo Harbor paliceman Dan
Reynolds issucd him about 5:35
p.m. May 2 for turning right
from Orchard Lake Road onto
Summers Strect. That's where a
no-right-turn sign was erected in
April, to climinate traffic that
cuts through a residential arca
to circumvent the usual long
wait at Orchard Lake-Cass Lake
roada.

Motorists who do not Jive in
the neighborhood are prohibited
{rom turning right onto Sum-
mers between 4-6 p.m, Mondays
through Fridays. Residents’ com-
plaints about upeeding traffic
prompted a survey by the Oak-
land County Rousd Commission,
resulting in the sign being put
up, said Keego Harbar Police
Chief Jack Beach.

Hulett and “ot leant 257 other
ticket victisms oppeared Monday
before a 48th District Court
magistrate,

*I'm letting you know that
whole courtroom was packed

with people facing the same
thing,” Hulett said. "To me,
that's utterly ridiculous.”
Apparently, many of the ticket
victims did what Hulett did dur-
ing their court appearances,
which cost many time away from

work.

After tnlking with Reynolds at
the court, Hulett took the ticket
under advisement, If he is not
cited for any driving infractions
over the next six montha, the
charge will be wiped from his
recard.

“[ poid tho $85," Hulett said.
“Everybody 1 saw did the aume
thing. . . They don't want the
points and they don't want
insurance rates to go up.”

According to Hulett, a Canton
resident who cluims to have had
a clean driving record for 16
yeurs, Reynolds wos stationed in
o porking lot at Orchard Lake
and Summers, armed with “a
huge pad of tickets.”

When Hulett was pulled over,
on the way to a soccer field in
that neighborhoad, drivers of
four other cars were parked
ahead of him, waiting for their
tickets. And several others
behind Hulett nlso were told to
pull over.

“I've been driving for 29 years
and I have never seen a no-right-
hand turn sign. I thought it waa
some joke,” said Hulett, adding
that “the real sign should be no
through-traffic.”

Defending the ticket-writing
practice was Beach, who said
even local businesa people and
relatives of Summers-aren resi-
dents have been ticketed or
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HOUGHTON BOUKD
Michael Buchanan, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Buch, of

Farmington Hills, is one of three
students to receive the Michigan
Technological Scholar Award.
Buchanan plana to major in
chemical engineering at Michi-
gan Tech. Award recipients are
bascd an class rank, college
entrance exam scores, and lead-
erahip qualities. Twenty semifi-
nalists are chosen and asked to
participate in a acholarship com-
petition weekend. Three finalista
are chosen to receive the MTU
Scholar Award based on o math

i writing t

Michsel Grabinski

and cighth grade academic
years. They included: Daniel
Freeman, Brian Lafer, Julie
Levin, Erik Oswald, Daniel
Shumer, Holly Stockton, and
Chick Tomil.

DENTAL WORK
8t. Mary’s Prep School junior

av;

and departmental recommenda-
tion. The award includes four
years of tuition, room and board,
and a four-year allownnce for
books. .

HONORS HURRAY

Warncr Middle School Princi-
pal Darleno Russc!! presented
scven Warnor students with
high honor awards for achiovi

Michael Grabinski of Farming-
ton Hills has received a scholar-
ship from the National Medical
and Dental Arts Association for
the 1098-97 ncademic year.

The NMDAA is a group of Pal-
ioh American physicians and
dentists, who have established
the award at St. Mary’s Prep for
students of Polish American
background. Dr. Romuald Szy-

ion's

wnrned not to turn onto the
street,

“We're not down there overy
day or all the time,” Beach said.
~Just when we can, A lot have
reccived tickets and 1 know a lot
are mad. . . But it has cut down
tromendously on (through traffic
to Cosa Lake), It hos been vory
effective although same poople
are still doing it. There have
been n lat of warnings given.”

Peoplo seem to be getting the
mesaage. Beach maid the amount
of tickots being written at the
intersection *has dropped quite
bit* even since when Hulett wan
cited.

Beach concprred with Hulett
that it in [egal to make n feft.
hand turn from Orchard Lako to
Summera. But traffic flow on
aouthbound Orchard Lake is not
nearly as much of a problem,

The police chief also said peo-
ple going to the soccer field have
been given suggestions far alter-
notive routes, such as turning
zight on either the next side
street (that has several four-way
atop signs) or on Cass Lake.

“They felt that was too much
to ask,” Beach seid.

Meanwhile, Hulott said ho just
hopes others read about hia
plight and stay away from the
troublesome corner.

*“I don't want to see anybody
clso get tagged for something as
stupid as this,” he said with dis-
gust.
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St. Mary Hospital...

Setting the pace
Jor your good health

* 24-hour emergency care

* health and wellness programs

« family-centered maternity care

« sports medicine and rehabilitation .

St. Mary Hospital
36473 Flvorh{lc N
Llivonla, Michigan 48154
(313) 4644800
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St. Mary Hoséital commends
those who strive to do their
best...on the job, at home and
at play. Working together to
make our community a better,
healthier place to live.

Setting the pace.

» cardlac care
¢ cancer/radlation oncology
* critical care .

education/nutrition classes

Offilclal Sponsor of the
Corporate Challenge Cup

St. Mary Hospital is affiliated with William Beaumont Hospital
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Choose from over 42,000
wallpaper patterns with our
LOW PRICE GUARANTEE!*

fFind a lower price,
we'll match itl
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