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" MOVIES

It worked for
Charlie Chaplin,
evaentually for
Woody Allen,
and not well at
all for Bill Mur-

Syn-
drome:” the time
in every comic
actor’s life
where he begs to
be taken seri-
ousaly, Jim Carrey's got it in “The
Cable Guy,” which wants to be
both poignant and hilarious and
is too rarely either.

In o not-so-¢lever turn on the
“Fatal Attraction™ scenario, Car-
rey play a lonely cable installer
who leeches onto Matthew Brod-
erick's young profeasionnl, o guy
who has just broken up with his
girlfriend. The friendship starts
out harmlessly cnough with a
trip to the satetlite dish.

Then tHings start to get weird.
Of the 11 messages Broderick
finds on his enswering mochine,
eight are from the cable guy.

“Just blow drying my hair,
thought you rmghl have been
trying to call,” one says. Soon
Broderick inds all aspecta of his
life invaded.

There are funny moments in
“The Cable Guy,” especially
when the new friends go to a
medieval-themed restourant. Of
course they end up in the joust-
ing ring, engaging in the classic
Spack-Kirk battle to the death
from an old “Star Trek” episode,
complete with Carrey mimicking
the music.

What makes this different
from Carrey’s other outings is
actor/director Ben Stiller, who
has set himself up os a sort of
conscience for Generation X. He
proved with this and his earlier

MONAGHAN

Jim Carrey’s ‘Cable Guy
delivers nervous laughs

Cable guy: Jim Carrey {left) the Cable Guy, taunts a o

in “The Cable Guy."

“Reality Bites™ that he can deliv-
er lnughs in his comedics, but he
wants them to be nervous ones.

Here he gives himself cameo
parts ns twins in a televised
murder case involving former
child stars that has the country
wrapped up like OJ. The ides is
funny (enpccmlly plugs for Eric
Roberts in the inevitable TV
mavie), but the forced soul-
searching only makes Stiller a
tedious filmmaker and shallow
philosopher.

Then again, you wonder how
much of Stiller's treatment made
it on screen with the tempera-
mental Carrey around. Horror
staries from the set of the second
“Ace Ventura” movie prove that
the $20 million-per-picture
camedian js hell on directors.

Take the acene in the men's
room of a swanky restaurant
where Carrey beats up a scum-
my guy that's trying to move in
on his friend’s girlfriend. Stiller
has made us dislike the victim,
but when Carrey goes to work,
we get only the bullying side of

Jjailed and helplcsa Steven Kovacs (Matthew Broderick). .

his humor. After while we wish
he'd just leave the poor gu.
alone.

Broderick mokes a dacent”™
straight man, though I still have .
trouble toking him seriously as
an adult. Only occasionnlly does
he hit on his fascination with the
cable guy, who arrives like a+
messenger out of nowhere and !
sometimen offera good advice,
even if it is from yesterday's
Jerry Springer.

The ultimate message in
“Cable Guy?" That Carrey's
character (he calls himself Chip
Douglas after “My Three Sons™)
is the nightmare product of’
nexlectful parents who set him
in front of the television set. Car-,
rey's climactic cry of “kill the®
babysitter” cames off hypocritical 2
from an actor who represents lh-
loweat form of screen comedy.

John Monaghan welcamu-
your calls and comments. Tol
leace him a voice mail message,
dial (313} 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.
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