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Election error

BY TIM RICHARD
AND S8ANDRA ARMBRUBTER
HTAFF WaTeas

Sandra Ritter is back on the
Ogpkland Cammunity College
baard after a retabulation of
Royal Oak ballots showed she
wan the June 10 election.

Double-counting of abeentee
ballots in Rayal Oak gave unoffi-
cial victory on election night to
thie challenger slates of Jennne
Téwar and John Wangler. The
néw rosulta, released Tuesday
murning after a canvass by the
elfietion commission, showed:

‘s Tawar still first with 10,034,

® Ritter second and elected
with 8,649,

» Wangler third and losing
w}th 9,619, a margin of 130
votes,

‘Unofficial reaults had shown
Royal Onk giving a 3,000-vote
plurality to Towar and Wangler
and putting them aver the top.

*So I'm not on? This is the first
1 heard,” said Wangler, a retired
OCC faculty member, when con-
tatted Tuesday noon at his Bing-
ham Farms home.

He planned to consult South-
field attorney George Mosher
about his next move, if any.
Mosher, a former trustes, helped
put together the Towar-Wangler
ticket.

A recount would cost $10 for
each of the 274 precinets, includ-
ing 20 counting boards for absen-
teb ballots, in 28 school districta.
He has by law until Monday to
ducide whether to seek a
ratount.

‘Ritter, a Waterford middle
sehool teacher and MEA mem-
bor, said, “I'm excited.”

-Anked her agenda for the six
years ahead, she 'said, "Same
ogenda as in the last 32 years _
helping the students.”

~Would ahe run for board chair,
o'poat she held for four years in
tho past? “I'm thinking about
just being a truatee,” Ritter
replied.
zPakland County director of
elections Mary Jo Hammond
explained that votc results are
always unofficial until they are
checked by the board of can-
wasers. She said minor discrep-
necies are common in tabulating
tection results; however, when
fomparing the vote totals com-

changes OCC board makeup -

John Wangier, taking third

piled by the Oakland Communi-
ty College with the board of can-
vassers resulta, a major discrep-
ancy was found. Going down the
line, she said, it became clear
that the difference wos in the
Royal Oak School District, Even-
tually canvassers learned the
problem was with the absentee
ballots which were tabulated
twico.

Towar said she was finding it
difficult to believe that there
could be such an “enormous dif-
ference in the votes”, and ahe
said she would encourage Wan-
glor to seek a recount. She
described Wangler as “ethical
and open with a lot of knowledge
about the college”.

“I'm very disoppointed, deeply
disappointed,” she said. “This
means there is going to continue
to be divisivenesa on the board. .
.I stand by what I said about her
(Ritter) during the campaign. 1
have to do this (sit on the board
with her), but I can’t imagine it,
I'm not looking forward to this
stress in my life.”

Election error

Towar also was critical of the
county for not contacting OCC on
Monday, when the results were
knawn, so the board could have
been aware of the change at its
meeting that night. But what
she didn't know when reporters
talked with her Tuesday, June
18, is that the correct clection
figures actually were discovered
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It's the Talk
of the Town

Here's what people
are saying about us...

from home.”
« Carol Nolta

Jet me slack off - and § agpreciate
- Tom Morgan

- Karen Watson
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“This place is unbelievable.
Wha dnew you could get treaied
Jike rayalty just three blocks

1 got kind of busy and missed my workout for
afew days, §couldn’t belicee it when my trainer cfled me
10 make sure cverything was all right. He wasn't about to

“F'vr never seen focket sooms so cfcan, The attendants
kevp things sa perfect, you could eniertain anyboddy in
there. £ven my mom.”

“Oabland Athletic Club is the nicest £'ve ver seen. The
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Sandra Ritter, reelected

the evening of the election, June
10.

The city of Royal Oak is paid
to run elections for Royal Oak
schools, according to both Royal
Oak city manager Larry Doyle
and school superintendent Fritz
Each. There are 33 precincts plus
the absentce ballots that count
as a 34th precinet.

“We had a (achool) person at
city hall,” Each said. When
resulta were called over, “staff
members at the board office
picked up on the figures and said
‘that’s not truc’.” The city was
asked the night of the clection to
validate its figures and found the
error. the correct breakdown of
phsentee votes waa then called to
Roya! Oak school offices.

Joanne Towar, top fintsher

“OCC never called back ot the
cnd of the election to validate
(results),” Esch added. “The fol
lowing morning the results were
validated by Royal Oak's clerk
and the results were hand-car-
ried to the county.”

QCC spokeswoman Annesso
Carlisle said that “Election
results the college receives on
election night from the individu.
al districts are for informational
purposes only; they are prelimi-
nory results, with the under-
standing that they are unofficial.
1t is not the college’s role to veri.
fy reaults, that responsibility lies
with the county elections office.
Any results we have remain
unofficial until the elections
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Total votes

OCC revised
election results

Marguerite Fitzsimmons Walker

3,302 i

5,298

3,515

1,928

9,649 2

4,331 :

10,034 3
1,959

9,519
53

49,588

office provides us with officinl
results.

“On clection night, we received
one phone call from the Royal
Oank District at approximately
10:30 p.m. reporting the unoffi-
cinl resufts,” ahe added.

Doyle snid the crror occurred
due to 8 computer malfunction in
a vote tabulator that adds up

totals for all precincta. When the
absentee baliot vote was entered

counted and reentered the
absentee ballots, with the result §
this time of the computer sayi
al) 34 precincts were countc,
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Cashmere Now Up To 50% Off
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