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CUPOLA LOOK IS TOWERING
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KLEMIC with white stars and is lit et night.
AT Houzx EDITOR “Peaple love it,” Mrs. Finley said.
upolaa — those slender little *“We had an open house Now Year's,
towers on rooftops — are genteel and eight people took hin
beacons of histary and r (Zechmeister's) card.”

And now they aro signs of individual
siyle as well,

Lawrenco Zechmeister, owner of
Zack's Workshoppe in St. Clair Shares,
specializes in cupolas. He makes them
by hand to filt custom orders, match-
ing each cupala to the style of the
structure to which it is nttached and
the client’s ideas.

“(Iv’s) a fecling of history on their
own home,” Zechmeister said.

"It just snys somothing about the
individual person.”

Zechmeister’s cupolas feature a vari-
ety of window shapes ("I try to match
the windows on the hame®). Materials
are woods from trees grown in
Michigan.

Cupola roafs may be amooth, glisten-
ing copper, or consist of quaint wooden
shingles. They may be topped with a
choico of brass ar copper vanes, includ-
ing bonts, carriages, ducks that seem
ta glide in for landings, chubby pigs,
majestic eagles, elegant horses ond
stately whales.

Lanterns activated by solar cels can
be installed to coat the cupolas in a
soft light at night. The structures nre
vented, and can be removed if a resi-
dent wants to transfer them to other
houses or garnges. Some cupoles are
Jiko little roams and can be furnishied.

A cupola can fit on any style house
— ranch, Tudor, colonial, for example
— of any age. It can be placed on a
garage, a barn, a gnzeboora
boathouse as well as on a residence.

“Tve put them on $50,000 homes
and million-dollar homes, and they
never, never looked out of place.”

Originally, o cupola was a small
room, & form of n “widow's walk,”
where by tradition women could watch
the harbor when they heard that ships
were returning, and wait for their
Yoved ones to come back from sea voy-
ages. The structures also ventilated
bams or houses.

Today homcowncra have different
reasons for wanting a cupola. The
Finloys of Bloomficld Hills were look-
ing for an anniversary gift.

“Every year wo always buy some-
thing for the house,” Genevieve Finley
said. “We decided to support an artisan
{lnat year)."

The couple decided to replace a 40-
year-old cupola on their garage.
Zechmeister mado them an octngonal
cupols with cedar shingles. It is bluo

“I've always wanted one,” said
Kathleen Switalski of Nerthville,
whose carringe house bears a cupoln
by Zechmeister with a “country doctor”
vane. “These were the first I've cver
seen in my life that 1 liked. They'ro
just stunning ... I just love it.”

Zechmeister is proud of the fact that
rather than being mass produced, cach
of his cupolas is made by hand, a per-
sanalized approaci: that weat into the
original construction of mony
antiques.

*“It's a ren) individun] pieco,” he said.
“No two cupolas I do will be the same.”

Zechmeister's process invalves going
to the site and meeting with the
clients.

I run out to their home, look at the
house and sce exactly what they want.

*I it down with the cuatomer,
pulling ideas out of their head.”

The craftaman haa handled some
unusual requests, such as making
cupolas for two 92-feet tall silos that
were remodeled and converted into
rooms. A person in the cupola can sce
geese fly by ot eye level.

Cupeln sizes vary, from about five
feet 1o 14 feet acrosa. The pino base
octogon measuring 24 inches takcs
about 10 days to build; the cedar cupo-
la takes longer.

*I'm not interested in slapping
things together.”

Prices, which include the vane, deliv-
cry and installation, range from about
$800 to $2,800; most are $1,600 to
$2,000.

Zechmeister got started in the cupo-

1o busincsa about 14 years ngo. He was'

working as a carpenter on o project for
developer Morry Cohen when he was
asked to rebuild a cupola on horse sta-
bles there that were constructed in the
1800a.

“(I thought) ‘What the heck is o
cupola?”

Since then, the craftsman has
become a "cupala-helic,” understand-
ably enthusiastic about the pieces. He
thinks of them ap his “calling cards,*
and has invited clients on neighbor-
heod tours to see the completed cupo-
las.

“It's not just a job. They’re like old
fricnds ... 1 drive by to sea them.”

People enjoy watching Zechmeister
inatall the cupolas.

= still get excited.”
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On the cover: Lawrence Zechmeister makes
cupolas by hand, giving customers a feel-
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Looking up: Zechmeister adjusts the vane
on a cupola. The crafisman can match
the shape and style of a cupola to any
structure.

Crownlng touch:
Cupolas by
Lawrence .
Zechmeister give a
personal touch to
any structure, and
bear a variety of
vanes.
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Limited
LIFETIME WARRANTY

on all-wood lrame!

) Limited
5 YEAR WARRANTY
on leather, spring base &

seat cushions!

CGuaranteed -l
-FAMILY OWNED-

StarZ:«

a 9 Colors to Choose From

» Matching Love Scat and
Chalr Available
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COWCESE Prices)
500 West
at Farmington ¢ Livonla

{Next to Kmart)

(810) 442-0120
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