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Silly season?
Keep campaigns above board

h, yes, someone should write u song —
A “. .. election time and the rhetoric is
sleazy .. ." — something like that,
with apologies to Mr. Genshwin.
Summer is upon us and sv is the political

season. Semetimey that season gets mlly
d

We know the people running for the council
spot and the state office — and we're sure
we're going to get to know them a whole lot
better as the campaigna roll along.

Wae think they're all decent people, but,
hey, some folks become children during elec-

tion We've seen it in paat elec-

Already signs are sprouting from
front lawns and weed-cheked vacant lots. And
already therv've boen complaints from candi-
dates about said signs being yunked from
some of those locations

Actually, the political season started early
in the Farmington area this year with the
recent State Senate election ordered by Gov.
Engler.

But now it's really in full swing with eight
candidates running hard in two important
local ruces — state representative in the 37th
District (Farmington and Furmington Hills;
Jan Dolan’s bailiwick for so many years)and a
seat on the Hills City Council,

Farmington-area vaters will have some
tough choices to make when they go to the
pulls in the Aug. 6 primary that will narrow
the field in the Republican and Democratic
races for state representative.

There are four Republicans (actually, we
were expecting even more in this rock-ribbed
Republican tand) and iwill wonders never
ccase?) two Democrats, who actually seem to
be taking the process seriously.

Farmington Hills voters will sclect from a
field of two a council member to fill a vacancy
created Jast year when the city began direct
clection of its mayors.

od

tions. Will we sec it in this one? Well, what is
your guess?

For one thing, certain candidates (you know
who you are!) are far to concerned about what
is (or isn't) included about them in the local
newsapaper. Those people never scem to realize
that it's the voters they have to win over, not
the reporters and editor on same newspaper.

Hopefuls who gripe about P
tent and coverage nm usually lhe oneo who
get the ™ did:
in post-clection stories.

To sum up, candidates who expect to be
taken seriously by the voters and the press
should show a commitment to the voters and
the community, no to their own egos.

Y So candidates and sidekicks, please stick to
the issues and forget about:

W Yanking each other’s signs out of lawns
and lots.

& Placing spics in each other’s camps. .

BB Starting whispering camphigns about
each other,

B Pitting one supporter against another in
various divide-and-conquer schemes.

® All ather childish things we've seen 8o
many politicos do aver the years.

Issues define prosecutor race .

ven if incumbent Richard Thompson fends off
E challenger David Goreyea in the Republican pri-
mary for Oakland County prosecutor on Aug. 6,
ke'll barely have time to celebrate. In the Nov. § gen-
eral clection, he'd face Demncrat Steven Kaplan who,
without much countywide recognition, came within
42,000 votes of unseating the incumbent four years
ago.
A Royal Ouak city commissioner and Bing-
ham Farms-based attorney, Goreyea is a for-

Oakland County Sheriff's Department helped
drive his former boss, Oakland County Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson, from endorsing his
re-election bid. Thompsan was chief assistant
prosccutor under Patterson from 1972 to 1888.

The issues arc substantial in this year's
race for chief prosecuting attomey.

Beyond headii bbers like d sui-
cldc and sheriff's department corruption, they

mer Oakland County pr

lude: conviction rate, plea bargaining, gang

bl

iol drug trafficking, homicide investiga-

who's a formidable with ids

GOP support. tmns young ¢ offenders, crimo prevention,
AM b County and staff

who lives in West Bloomficld, Knplnn is o for- The differences between Thompeon and

mer Southfield school board president with Gorcyea are striking.

plenty of cash contributions from the Democ-
ratic Party.

‘Thompson cites o 98-percent conviction rate
and creation of apecialized units to fight child
sexual assault, domestic violence, auto theft,
parale appeal and narcotics.

He won the first Oakland County Child
Abuse and Neglect Council Child Advocacy
Award, And he succesefully defended the

. state’s mandatory life-in-prison law for major

drug dealers.
So why is he in the political fight of his life
after two high-profile terma as prosecutor?
It's in large part to his relentless — and
failed — prosecution of West Bloomfield resi-
dent Jack Kevorkian, the assisted-suicide cru-
aander.

Thompson says he has the toughest “no
plea bargain” policy in the nation. Gereyca
says plea bargaining should be decided case by
case.

Thompson says Oakland County has the
highest conviction rate in the nation — 88 per-
cent. Gorcyca says that figure is closer to 51
percent.

Thompson says he has returned $2 million
to the county coffers during his tenure. Gorey-
ca says Thompson has wasted $1 million in
failed policies.

Tt

says pr rou-
tinely lenve for higher-paying jobs in the pn~
vate sector after gaining valuable trial experi-
ence. Gon:ycu auggeated too many leave

p aver Tt 's hard-line

But it's also t ofad i
ity that has alienated him from many party
operatives as well as distriet and circuit
judges, county commissioners and asaistant
prosccutors.

His embrace of the Birmingham-bdsed
Michigan Christian Coalition has n-kzd more
modcrate chubhc:uu

mnnngnmmt policies.

For the first time in years, Oakland County
voters will have a clear-cut choice for prosecu-
tor in not only the Republican primary but
also the genera) election.

That's an invigorating prospect, given the

Th 's -law pr of
Kevorkian and failed corruption probe into the

power the Oakland County prosecu-
tor wiclds in the administration of justice.

This week In history as reported in past
editions of the Farmington Observer ond the
Farmington Enterprise.

I 45 YEARS AGO — JUNE 21, 1958 (ENTERPRISE)

Tho Clarenceville School Board elected Fred
Bailey prestdent for the 1950-67 school year.

Bayard Tupper won the Farmington Board of
Educstion’s choice for board president for the
next school year.

Bert Herzog was named president of the
Farmington Exchange Club.

15 10 YEARS AGO — JUNE 19, 1988 (OBSERVER)

Gernld end Axlzne Omer, spoke confidently of

tho M i title the previ
July.

Hilda Watson recorded her 100th birthday at
Baptist Manor in Fnrmington Hills.

Farmington Hilla votors wero to vote on
proposal that would provide a half mill far
parks and r cspital imp

9 1 YEAR AGO — JUNE 19, 1998 (OBSERVER)

Parmington Hills firefightern cloned 8 saction
of Power Road between 11 Mile and Alameda;
after a gas leak was discoverad.

A teenago gzrl told police lhc was uquIly

Kolly Lynn Garver of Farmi Hills woa
the Mize Michigan title and the roses of victory
in Muskegon. Garver, 23-year-old daughter of

d in & Par parking lot

t scems it's timo for the voters of this
county to put Prosecutor Richard Thomp-
son out of office.
wuhuu: cven bolhenng to address the
q of kian was right,
wrong or criminal, after three of Mr. Thomp-
son's failures to convict, and three expensive
tax-paid trials, it sppears he either had three
poor cascs to begin with which never should
have gone to trial, or he prosecuted them all
poorly.
Whatever the case, he cost the taxpaycrs a
great deal of money for no visible return.
Beatrice F. Keeber,
Farmington Hills

They’re for Cathy

e have been most fortunate in our
district to have had dedicated indi-
viduals representing us in Lansing.

As Jan Dolan moves on, we need to contin-
ue this excellent representation and select
leader who will listen and be responsive to the
needs of the people. That person ia Cathleen
Webb,

Cathy is a proven leader and is & person
totally committed to new challenges. We have
known Cathy for many years and have worked
with her on community projects. She can and
will use wise judgment in the decision making
process. ) '

John and Shirley Richardson,

)
)
. | QUESTION: i
i | How can
! parents
' make sure
! their kids
: have a fun
‘ summer?
|
Camp, music We sign up for TryIng to do dif- Today, theis are

' We asked this lessons and every activity we farent outdoor o lot of nptlons
: qQuestion at the | gwimming atthe | can — summor activitlos, Keep for parents. |
! Special Ser- Jocsl pool camp, swimming | her with kida her | think this city
; vices summer end a irlp to own age. has a lot 10 offer.
1 ogram. Gall Booker | 1heim Michl-

pr g Fammington Hils | oo" Bob Naglo Kim Gottesman
: gan. Farmindton Hilis Camp Woe-
. Eva Flesher wonns
i Formington Hills

con-
Letters to the Editor
‘Why is there any need for men like you?
NO Thompson fan Oh, so they could die with dignity? No man on

the face of this earth can make wrong right,

and right wrong. When it ia yen, let it be yen, .

and when it is nay, let it be nay. ’
Leslie E. Bwanson,

Farmington

On good phonics

ould a school system apend more
than $700,000 for a new phonetic

reading program if ita old whole-language pro-

gram were working?

No. It would be wasteful to spend such a
large sum of money based on a whim.

The time, monoy, and effort nceded to
ntmln teachers only makes sense if it is

1y known that children learn to read
and spell better by using systematic phonics
and direct teaching methodology.

Once you realize that whole language never.
out-porforms phenica, the decision to change
to phonics is logical.

Livenia public schools decided to throw out
their whole language reudlng pmgrnm and

hase a new; T
phonicn program. Good for them.

Bolecting an established phonics programs
with a solid track record (such as Diatar or
Open Court) might have been a better choice.
However, using any solid phonics progfam
meanas the children in Livonia will all learn to

.| read and spell accurately.

A good phonics program will pay for itself
ing the need to retain or remedinte

Just carry a gun

ather than carrying gas and.all your

equipment to your clients, Dr.
Kevorkian, why don't you just carry a gun?
You hold the gun and they pull the trigger.
Both your equipment and gun serves the same
purpose (relieves pain by way of death),

You wish all doctors to be ticensed to kill as
well as to promote good health. What title
would you suggest for them? They would be
then, more or less a doctor as wo now know
them. How could we then be sure they would
not give us the wrong pill when in a hospital
especinlly?

If you are sincere in relieving pain for your
clients why don’t you make a study in depth
how to do just that or, suggest to your clients
a different doctor or, to contact Hospice, Thoy
havo a good record of relieving pain.

If a cortain man coached a second man how.
mmbnbnnk_mnmd:dmnthowmd

the other pickod up the money . both would be.

guilty, What is the differcnce between what

you are doing and uweoa:h?Bothofm had -

a part.

1 remember years ago a 14 year old boy
committed auicide. Peoplo have been doing it
without your so-called kindness for years.

.| all of the non-readers. -
Don't be surprised if the number of children

labeled *“learning disabled” plummets. The
number of LD students grew from 6 percent to-
almost 25 percent during the years phonics
was eliminated from public schools. Too bad
other school diatricts aren't as courageous as
Livonia is to admit i.hey were wrong when
they emt d whole 1 and i d
spelling.

And {f Livonia has chosen Saxon math for
their new math program, Livonia's school
board will have made the best academic deci- .
sions for their elementary school children

based on solid research.
Patricia A. Alspach,
Farmington Hills

wre to be shared: Wo welcome your
Idess, a3 do your neighbors. That's why we
offer this space on & weekly basis for opinions
in your own words. We wiif heip by editing for
clarity. To assure authenticity, we ask thet you

slgn your fetter and provide 8 contact tolephone .

number,

Letters should ba mailed to: Editor, the Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Faming-
ton Michigon 48335, Or thoy can be faxed to
810477-8722.
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OUR Mession: “Because we publisl community newspopers, we think ubout communllyjaumalam

in a fundamentally different way than our
indepandent from the stories and; ity

ition, They'

to be
in to write the unusual or

lonal and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

R

Jjournalists and os caring cmuru of the communiiies where we work.”

~- Philip Power

else. Wa regard ourselves as both accurats *




