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Troy joins Dr,
~Charles and
Judy Whitfield
fora l/ounday
- celebration
that marks 40
years since the
a)uplc settled
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&Grace Baptist

=i Church.
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Dr. Charles J. Whitficld was o
22-yedir-old seminary graduate

when he and his wife, Judy,
founddd Grace Baptist Church of
Birmingham.

“When I waa saved, [ had an
intenso intercat in the Bible that
just Jod into thia invitotion to
come to Birmingham that hnl
contirfued on from then to now,”
said Yhitfield, who was led to
the Lord by his wife.

Togother, the couple took up
residence in Birmingham in
1956 and built the church from a
20-member, home Bible study
group to a thriving community of
300 active members.

On Friday, June 28, the con-
gregdtion begins jts l’our-dny,
40th anniversary celebration
with d banquet. Other acheduled
activities include a picnic
brunch, potluck fellowship and
golf outing.

But for m congregation estab-
lished around Bible preaching
ond toaching, the focus of the
celébration will be the 10 a.m.
Sundgy worship service, which is
centered on thanksgiving and
praise to Jesus Christ. The day's
activities will end with a musical
concstt at 6 p.m. at the church.

Méfbora of Grace Baptint
Chureh met for 20 weeks in a
hoyw on Bennaville Street
before renting a etore building in
tho_downtown diatrict. A year
aftenits founding, tho congrega-
tion moved into the oldest
churéh building in Birmingham,
whith had been relocated from

the corner of Woodward and For-
eat to 280 E. Lincoln. The origi-
nal senctuary, built in 1887,
became a chapel when the facili-
ty was expanded in 1965,

West Bloomfield native Jeff
Totten joined Grace Baptist
Church in 1975 while o student
at Andover High School in
Bloomfield Township,

After graduating from Bob
Jones University in South Car-
olina and ministering in Ohio
and Colorado, Totten joined the
pastoral team at his home
church in 1986,

Though membership has
changed at Grace Baptist
Church through the years, the
teachings have not.

*Tho core ials aro pretty

other church members have
gone on to serve in ministries of
their own ~ including the Whit-
fields' son, Daniel, who served
Grace Church for six years
before taking his ministry to
California. The Whitfields, who
have been married for 46 years,
also have a doughter, Susan, and
five grandchildren.

During the past four decades,
a mainstay at the church has
been the morning and evening
choira. Ministries have expanded
to sorve a variety of specinl
needs.

In 1972, a denf ministry wae

begun at the family-oriented ~

church, followed by a handicap
mlnhlry for the mcnr.ully and
d in 1977.

much the same,” said Totten,
who now makes his home in'
Troy with hia wife, Karla, and
their children, Matt, Kim and
Briluny

The Blrmmghnm Bible Ineti-
tute, licenscd by the Michigan
State Board of Education, has
met the needs of adult Bible
educauon by serving over 4,000
sinco 1973,

pastor of the Ind
denl Baptist church, Totten
shares in the overall pnltoral
responsibilities.

In 1987, he began Home Plate
Ministry, an outreach program
that features Detroit-area pro-
femsional athletes giving their
peraonal Christian teatimonics.

Totten alao serves as chapel
coordinator for the Detroit
Tigers.

"Dr and Mrs. Whitfield's faith-
fulners is very commendable
todny,” Totten said. "It provides
real Mnbnhty and allows the
folks in our church to draw from

-

hat.’
Like Totten, nearly a dozen

‘The congregation also sup-
ports the mission work of 30
families in 20 difforent coun-
tries. And the church’s Decker
Library and Media Conter houa-
es 14,000 volumen, which are
open to the public.

“This generation needs to be
reached with the Gospel and
Bible training,” snid Whitfield,
who has led 14 tripa to the Holy
Land with Judy.

“People need to know God's
plan of salvation, We want to
faithfully present that and con-
tinue to make a place available
to raise children with Biblical
values”
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SEASON'S BEST PRICES!
We've got them. Zmerson celling (ans. Rated the
#1 fan value by Consumers Digest Magazine.
Avallable now at the year's best prices.

* All-metal construction
s Limited lifetime motor warranty

' Sale Last 10 Days Only.
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Community Messenger features
spiritual announcements from
Qaktand County religlous Insti-
tutions, Write: Community Mes-
senger, c/o Beliefs & Values
Editor, Observer & Eccenttic
Newspapors, 805 E. Maple,
Birmingham, M! 48009. Our fax
number Is (810) 644-1314.

PASTOR RETIRING
The Rev. F. Blomguist, senior
prator at Orchard United
Methodist Church in Farming-
ton Hills fur 11 years, in vetiring
effective July 1 after 41 years in
the ministry.

Recently, freinds and colleagues
honored Rev. Blomquist with a
retirement celebration at

He and wife, Ben, who is retiring
o8 an clementary teacher with
West Bloomfield Public
Schools, arc looking furward to

COMMUNITY MESSENGER

new adventures and holy sur-
prises.
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{'Where will your furs3

spend the summer?

We are ve:
We'd be happy to show you.
Would another furrier
do the same?

proud of our facilities
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FREE DELIYERY

Vladimir's in F! Hills.
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Free Garment Bag

Al Furs (from ony furmier)
Need Qur Expert Care

With Storage & Cleaning
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Dittrich Furs will Close
For A Two Week Vacation
Saturday, June 29th at 6 p.m.

Don't Wals Another Da
Bring Your Furs In T¢
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Relax the Back™ has it
alit Our unique slore
has the finest collection
of products to relax your
back and reliove neck
pain. Many of our prod-
ucts are sold exclusively
by Rolax the Back®
Stores nationwide. You
can even Iry the prod-
ucts beforo you buy.
Visit our new store fo-
day and relax!

136 N, Woodward
Downtown Birmingham

(810) 594-1555
Mon.-Wed., Frl. & Sat.
06

1
Thurs. 10-5,
Sun. 12-5

® '
Grand Openmg.
Relax the Back® Has Hundreds of Products

for the Relief and Prevention of Back Pain

Grand Opening Discounts Up te 50%:!

ELAXW@®
THE BACK
+ STORE

The Best of Everything fur Your

Pillows
Recliners
Massage Cha
Office Chairs )
Back Supports
Car Seats . '
Lumbar Support: ;
Steep. Aids
Electric Massager: :
Manual Massagérs
Cold Packs
Ht;l Fncks‘
Work Station.
Stadium Seats . ;
Neck Rests
Wrist Rests
Foot Rests
insoles

" 0ilk and Lotions:

looks and Mr;us

. and More!
Back! et

: .




