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Clothe'Shelp set scene in ¢

“Mink Saigun® plays at the
Masonic Temple Theatre in
Detroft through July 27, Tickets
range from $16 to $60, call the
Manonic Temple Theatre box
offive, (313) 832.2232 or Tickes-
master (810) 6456666,

By KEZLY WYGONIK
STAFP WITER

Back atage, Ricky Kelly,
wardrobe supervisor for “Miss
Saigon,” opening Friday at the
Masonic Temple Theatre, has his
hands full. There are 43 people
in the cast, und 450 costumes in
tl:e show. *The challenge is train-
ing the 13 dreasers who will help
the cout,” snid Kelly whose firat
professionn] job was dressing
Raphacl, the Teenage Mutant

Ninja Turtlo or their national
rock concert tour. “Wo den’t treat
them llke they're juat awinging
clothes around. We want them to
feel liko they're part of the
show.”

“Misa Saigon,” which plays ot
tho Masonic through July 27, is
the newest musical by Alain
Boublil ond Claude-Michel
Schonberg, the crentors of “Les
Miserables.” Music for “Miss
Saigon” is by Schonberg, with
fyrics by Boublil and Richord
Maltby Jr., adapted from the
original French lyrica by Baublil.

“Miss Snigon™ tells a story of
love and self-sacrifico between a
young Vietnamese girl and an
American soldier at the time of
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the fall of Saigon in 1876. The
coutumen help sot tho acene
making what the cast does on
stage more believable.
Attention to detail, and an
¢ffort to be as authentic as posai-
ble with costumes, are some ol
the things that make “Miss
Saigon” a blockbuster musical.
“Qriginally, the sandals the
cast wore wero made from the
threads of old ear tires, and the
straps wore made from bike
tuben, just like they wore in Viet-
nam. But they didn't hold up, so
we had to come up with an alter-

native that looked authentic,”
explained Kelly.

The Vietnamese wedding dress
worn ot a small wedding in one
of the scenes was made by a
Viotnamese dressmoker. The
civilinn clothes, circa 1870s,
including Polyester bell bottoms,
wereo found in a warchouse in
New York. *They were brand
new,” exclaimed Kelly.

Dressors need to understand
what the show is all about so0
they won't mistakenly mend
clothes that are supposed to look
tattered. For example, after
Saigon falls, the people are in
hiding, and their clothes reflect

New opera house expands repertoire

‘T'he new Detroit Opera House
will include performances of
opera, dnnce, musical theater,
variety shaws and special events
in their 1996-87 scason.

In collaboration with the Ned.
erlander Family, which leased
the Birmingham Theatre until
1994, and Olympia Entertain-
ment, the Detroit Opera House,
under the management of Michi-
gun Opern Theatre, will host
nearly two hundred perfor-
mancen in the upcoming season.

“We nre delighted that the
Detroit Opern House will play
such a significant role in further
enhancing the wide array of pro-
grumming for southeastern
Michigan,” said Michi Opera

part of its apera series. With the
expanded resources of the
Detroit Opera House, the compn-
ny will soon announce o new
series devoted exclusively to

ance.

Additionally, Dr. DiChiera
announced that the Detroit
Opera House has entered into a
collaboration with Detroit's two
principnl presenting organiza-
tions, the Nederlander Family
and Olympin Entertainment, in
which all three entities will work
togother to provide the Detroit
Opera House with an exciting
series of musical theater and
variety presentations,

The Nederlander Family will
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Theatre founder and general
director David DiChiera. *“In
addition to opera, the theater
will now play host to grand-scale
international touring p

Michigan Opera Theatre by pre-
senting the finest in Broadway
musicals ot the newly restored
Detroit Opera !-lm:se. In addi-

tion, the Ned ]

tions of dunce and munical the-
ater, ns well as variety of pro-
senms and special events.”

For the past few seasons,
Michigan Opera Theatre has
presented a ballet production as

to present full programas at the
Fisher and Masenic Temple the-
aters,

*We beliove it is vital to sup-
port Michigan Opera Theatre,
and we look forward to continu-

ing an association thot began
many years ngo,” said Harry
Nederlander, one of the founding
members of Michigan Opera
Theatre,

The Nederlander Family's sev-
enty-five years of commitment to
the city of Detroit is reflected in
the excellence of countless
award-winning Brondway shows
presented to metro Detroiters.

Olympia  Entertainment,
owned by Michael and Marian
1liteh, locally operates Detroit's
Fox Theatre, Joe Louis Arena,
Cobo Arena, and The Second
City-Dotroit: sports and enter-
tainment facilities.

The Detroit Opera House
opencd last April after o $27 mil-
lion renovation by Michigan
Opera Theatre. The theater fea-
tures o seating capacity of up to
2,900, configured into orchestra
seating, grand tier boxes (15 pri-
vate boxes), mezzanine and bal-
cony seating. The theater also
boasts a 75,000 square foot stage
house and an orcheatra pit with
a capacity for nearly 100 musi-
cians. The Detroit Opera House

Detroit Tap Festestival features
legendary Clayton ‘Peg Leg’ Bates

The secand annual Detroit Tap
Festival, featuring performances
by several nationally known
headliners in honor of tap legend
Claytan *Peg Leg” Bates, will be
June 28-30 in the Millennium
Theatre Center, 16600 J.L, Hud-
son Drive, Southficld. Call (810)
414-7170 for information.

Visiting artista who will be
performing 4 p.m. Sunday, June

30 include Jamces “Buster
Brown,” LaVaughn Robinsan,
Harriet Browne, Robert L. Reed,
Lane Alexander, Ruaty E. Frunk,
Karen Cnllawny and Steppin’
QOut. Tickets arce $20 per purson.

‘Workshops and master classes
will be given Junc 28-29 at the
Southfield Centre for the Arts,
24360 Southfield Road.

The June 29 show will end in o

jnm ression and a panel discus.
sion in which Clayton Bates will
prrticipate in.

The discussion will be facili-
tated by Rusty Frank, the
author of “Tap . .. The Great Tap
Dance Stars and their Stories.”
Workshops are $26 per session
or $100 for all six scasions.

Cull number listed above for
details,
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was renovated by Michigan
Opera Theatre to accommodate
the company’s need to present
grand-scale productions of opera
ond ballet.

The opera acason starta with
“Carmen” in October. Call (313)
874-SING for scaon ticket infor-
mation.

Stay tuned to Arts & Enter-
tainment for information abaut
other offerings at the opera
house.

SPECIAL EVENTS _

iss Saigon’

their anguish, *It's important
that the dressers know that
peasant clothing in supposcd to
be dirty and ripped.”

Clothes help the audience dis-
tinguish between tourists, ven-
dors, and a gang of hustlers in a
scene that takes place in

Bangkok’s Red Light Diatrict in
the 1970s. They help define the
difference between North and
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South Vietnamese soldicrs too.
“The costumes really help cles-
sify people in the ehow,” explains -
Kelly. "It adds another dimen-
pion. It’s subtle, but makes &
bold vtatement without knocking
you over the head.” .t
Look for Hugh Gallagher's
review of “Miss Saigon” next
Thursday in Arts & Entertain-

ment.
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Join us in Dearborn as we welcome such
top national acts as

#The Cross Country Band
eStephanie Bentley, and
oThe Bellamy Brothers

on SUNDAY, JULY 7

oMudpuppy, and
eBuckwheat Zydeco

on MONDAY, JULY 8
at the DEARBORN CIVIC CENTER
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