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Sherwin Wine offers advice for ‘Staying Sane’

18th century, when reason
reigned supreme. Later, Roman-
ticism’s return to religious fervor
pave way to Realism and the
revival of n rational approach to
life.

Today, writes Sherwin Wine in
his fourth book “Staying Sanc in
a Crazy World™ (Center for New
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Join J.D. the Junkycrd Dog in his
quest to save our planet! Take an
exciting trip \hrough “cyberspoce,”
whete video games and hands-on
activities engble you to challenge
Toxicus, the evil monster
of waste. Discover how
the choices you make
every day impact the
environment - for better of
worse! Play Interactive
games and conduct fascinating
experiments in farth Lob and learn
alf about poliution sclutions in fun-filed
daily programs.
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Saturday, July 6th from10 - 5 p.m.
Sunday, July 7th from 12 - 6 p.m.

Highland Dancing, Bagpipes, Pipe Bands, Scottish Booth,
Special Children's Enter i Food & Refrest
Traditional Scotcish Treats including Meat Pies!
Free Admission and Parking

A Great Place to Buy a Gift!

Located just
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religion and spirituality is grow-
ing.”

But for the founder of Human-
istic Judaism and rabbi of the
Birmingham Temple in Farming-
ton Hills, reason is not just a
passing funcy. It is fun¥amental
to our survival and helps us cope
in n world that is frequently at
odds with human expectations
und dedires.

Unfortunately, life docs not
always correspond with the
human agenda, writea\Wine. The
taws of nature fail to distinguish
between the virtuous and the
wicked nmong us. Too often,
innocent peaple suffer and the
vilinina of society go unpunished.

Human beings, who hunger
for meaning, are trapped in a
meaningless universe that some
have called absurd, amaral, or
just plain “crazy.”

But how do we live in o crozy
world without becoming crazy
ourselves? Rejecting what Wine
cally the “false security” of tradi-
tional religious solutions, as well

as the passivity of sciontific
determinism, Wine inaisits that
we have the tools to forge a
meaningful life for curselves and
for others. These tools are rea-
son and the freedom of choice
that its use implies.

Wine then proceeds to defend
a rational way of life againat
contemporary attacka that claim
renson, if it exista at all, is “cold,”
too anolytical, and out of touch
with our inner reality, the uncon-
scious. True, counters Wine, rea-
son is not emaotional itself.

But it is allied with emotion.
It “needs emotion as the motiva-
tion to be reasonable, as the
driving force to {ind the truth.”

“Staying Sanc in o Crozy
World" begins with a philosophic
framework, an overview of the
major religious movementa, fol-
lowed by a discussion of modern
ideologies such ns secular utopi-
anism and New Age Thinking.
Whether religious or secular, all
of them share one thing in com-
mon, writes Wine. They provide

BOOKSTORE HAPPENINGS

certointy where there is none
and answers that cannot be veri-
fied. For the author, a realistic
seculariam devoid of llusions is
the moat sonsiblo responso to
Tifo.

In the second half of the book,
Wine applies hia philosophic
principles to the aubject of living
with dignity and courage. In his
*Ten Stepe to Sanity”™ the author
helps us answer fundamental
questions of life. For example,
what is the nature of construc.
tive love, and how do we practice
it? Is thero a difference between
rational and irrational guilt?
Can wo transform our hostility
inta “useful anger”? How do we
tame fear? All the while, the
suthor provides a varioty of
anecdotes to illustrate hia mean-
ing, drawing from a wealth of
personal encounters with clients
and colt hroughout hia

thought, forcing us to reevaluate
our traditionnl assumptions. At
the samo time, he gives advics|
that is both universal and time.*
less. In an era when we can fly,
half way nround the world in’
1ess than o day, porform heart
and kidney transplants, and
communicate through
cyberspace, many intellectuals
claim that renson is incffectual -
as o tool of cognition, A book
that affirma the power of reason’
— an well aa the existence of
ofjective reslity — makes the
world a little Jess crazy and our
behavior a lot more sane. !

Esther Littmann, a resident of
Bloomficld Township, is o former
lecturer of English and German
at Lawrence Technological Uni-
versity in Southfield. Currently
she tutors with Una Dworkin '
and A i You can leave

remarkable career.

With a atyle that in both lucid
and epigrammatic, Wine startles
us out of conventional habita of

her ¢ message from a touch-tone
phone at (313} 953-2047, mailbox
1893. Her fax number is (810)
644-1314. .

« BORDERS BOOK SHOP
(BIRMINGHAM)

Ann Ripley s1igns her mystery
novet “Death of 3 Garden Pest,” 7
p.m. Thursday, June 27, 31150
Southtield Road. Birmingham,
(810) 644-1515
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+ BORDERS BOOKS AND MUSIC
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torytelicr Corinne Stavish reads
“Men. Mirth and Marriage,” 8
p.m. Thursday, June 27; Pop/folk
singer Priscilla Ederle, 8-10 p.m.
Fridoy, June 28: Pop singer Mary
Stuart, 24 p.m. Sundoy. June 30;
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June 29th, & 30th
10

am -5 pm

Juried Arts & Fine Crafts
Art o Food * Music

Scotia
V2 Mlle W, of Woodward 12 Ml S, of 11 Mile

\ (B10) 533-9720' 7
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Bob Fuent, of Innkeeping
Consultants and The nn Broker,
Inc.. discusses bed and break-
fasts, 7:30 p.m. Saturday. June
29, 30995 Orchard Lake Road,
Farmington Hills. (810) 737-0110

* BORDIRS BOOKS AND MUSIC

MOV ;

olk singor David Folks performs
F( l) Fol 1
7 p.m. Friday, June 28; Inn

Keepers from the Amaricon Sed
and Breakfast Association talks
about starting a B&B, 1 p.m
Saturday, June 29; *Shel
Sliversteln Doy” celebration
includes a reading of his new
book "Falling Up,” 11 a.m.
Saturday, June 29, 43075
Crescent Boulevord, Novl. Free. -
(810) 347-0780

‘Scare Tactics’ lacks plausibility:

“Scare Tac-
tics,” by Eliza-
beth Manz (St.
Martin's Paper-
backs, $56.99, 329
pages).

This  gory,
body-atrewn
debut  novel
starts out at a
Detroit-area
writera’ confer-
enco, and ends
up in never-never land.

ink,

Perhaps its main reason for
being is to illustrate that hell
hath no fury like a writer who
gous unpublished.

‘But I'm not really sure about
that, either.

Obviously, “Scare Tactica” left
me pretty confused.

1t starts out well enough. At
the nforementioned writers’ con-
ference on the campun of a local
university, best-selling horror
novelist Nicholas Cross is just
winding up hia after-dinner,
keynote speech. He's focling
maybe better than he'a felt in
five years - sinco the day his
wife, Linda, was brutaily, myste-
riously murdered, He's written
his first novel since that trau-
matic event, and already, the
book is on the New York Times

VICTORIA
DIAZ

Bent Seller List. His teenaga
son, Jeff, a traumatized ear-wit-
neas to the murder, appears to,
be getting on with his life. And
here at the conference a largo
number of writers have gathered
in to listen to him, “looking for,
that one piece of information
that would change them from
unpublished hopefuls te pub-
lished novelists.” ,
Surely, Elizabeth Manz has,
attended a conference or two.,
Her opening scenes paint a clear.
and involving picture, for
instance, of the faint deaperation
that often colors the behuviar of
many literary aspirants gath-
ered together under one roof,
their hands “clutching” or “grab- -
bing engerly at the empty air” |
“It tokes o lot to scare me,”
Nicholas Cross replics to a ques- |
tion from a member of the audi-

ence.

Uh-oh. Right away, wo suspect
that old Nick ia going to regret |
this rather noncommiteal :
answer, Right away, we guesa ;
that, pretty soon, *a lot” is going
to come along and scare the liv-
ing daylights out of this Stephen
King-like character.

But then, just about the time :
it’s starting to get good, this tale
of terror begina to disappoint.

Located in
OLDE WORLD
CANTERBURY VILLAGE
Joslyn Road, Lake Orian, Michigan

King's Court Castis Restauruns,
with its truly distingsished
location at historic, Old World
Canterbury Village, offers snigue
elrgance, quality and the taxte
you dessrys on your spacial
occation.

Ring's Coure Castle Rtstuant
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