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MOVIES

Hugo’s ‘Hunchback’ gets
classic Disney treatment

I'm n dtrong
believer that
these are truly
the golden days
of Disney ani-
mation. From
the Little Mer-
moid to Beauty
and the Beast
and even Poca-
hontas, the last
decade has neen

JOMN
some of the atu-
MONAGHAN dio's more
indelible  cre-

ations come to life on screen.

If “The Hunchback of Notre
Dame” disappoints even u little,
it's anly becnuse of a feeling of
Disney deja vu. We hove, aler
all, sven countless nnimated pro-
taganists who grow into heroes
through the urging of little bud-
dies, in this case a trio of talking
gargoyle statues.What we
haven't experienced before is the
darkness that pervades even the
happiest acenes in “Hunchback.”
The buildings and charncters
that populate 15th century Paris
are so oppressive and the music
so0 overwhelmingly eperatic that
kids and some adults may
squirm from the sheer weight of
the whole experience.

Quasimodo (voice by Tom
Hulce, a native of Plymouth) has
spent his 20 years on earth
locked behind the walls of Notre
Dame cathedral, caring for the
bells and gazing longingly on the
bustling strects below.

Unlike the Victor Hugo origi-
nat {and the excellent film ver-
sions that preceeded this one),
the title character is not deaf
and slow-witted, but plucky and
quick-witted, definitely more
Lion King than Elephant
Man.Aside from the “cutefica-
tion” of Quasimodo, we also have
a militant Esmereldn, the beau-
tiful gypsy girl who nobly defies
the authorities and is hunted
through much of the movie
becnuse of it. She's your classic
modern Disney heroine, with a
Barbie doll body (voice and phys-
ical features supplied by Demi

DisNTY ENTERPRIEES, DN,

Anlmated:Judge ClaudeFrollo (left) cautions his ward,
Quasimodo, about the dangers of leaving his belltower.

Moore) and a notijon that she
doesn't want to follow the pat.
tern set out for her by socicty.

The film does juatice to the
famous “Feast of Fools™ scenc
where Quasimodo and Esmerel-
da firat mect. Thinking he must
be wearing o mask, she partici-
pates in crowning him King of
Fools until she realizes the cruel
joke. Soon she sceks shelter with
Quasimedo in the cathedral,
claiming litera) sanctuary from
Paris law.

Every Disney film necds a vil-
lnin and here we have Judge
Frollo (Tony Jay). He has raised
Quasimodo in the seclusion of
the cathedral as a penance for
killing the boy's mother. You'li
hear other familiar voices as
well. Kevin Kline dees Phocbus,
the noble captain of the guords
who also becomes an outcast
when he refuncs to follow Frol-
lo’s orders. “Seinfeld's” Jason
Alexander and “Murphy
Brown's” stuffy Charles Kim-
brough play two of the three gar-
goyles that encourage their
friend Quasi to appreciate his
uniqueness.

Alan Menken and Stephen
Schwartz continue to compose

hummable songa for “Hunch-
back,” even rhyming “Adonis”
and “Croissant is” at one point.
It's no caincidence that the scaro
sounds a bit like “Les Miscr-
ables,” another Hugo atory
served well by an epic musical.

The animators renlly ahow
their atufl with the depictions of
the world's most famous Gothic
cathedral, with ita carved stone
columns and eerie statuary. Call-
ing this Disncy’s lcast colorful
feature is actually o compliment
to the animators’ evocative visu-
al style, though I wish they had
gone a step further and made
the entire film in black and
white. Ultimately, “The Hunch-
back™ falls in the top half of Dis.
ney's 34 nnimated features.

While “Toy Story” and “James
and the Giant Peach™ have given
us a peek into the next century,
it's comforting to know that clas.
sic animation techniquea contin-
ue to find sanctunry at the Dis-
ney studios.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To
leave him a voice mail message,
dial (313} 953-2047 on g touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866
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The Observer 8. Eccentric Newspapers Invites you to share your most
favorite memories of crulsin' Woodward Avenue. We want your most
sentimental, hllarlous, or shocking (must be printable) memories of O’ M1,
Twenty most memorable entries wiil be printed In the Second Annual
Official Woodward Dreamn Cruise Program Guide on Monday, August 12,
and the winnars wll] receive the Official 1996 Woodward Dream Crulse T- b
shirt and lapel pin. Good luck and see you at the Woodward Dream Crulse

on August 17} o
Rulee:
1. No purchase neceosary. e
2. Entries must be S50 words or less, -
3. Entries must be typed. )
4, Entries must be recelved by Monday, July 15, A
5, Include your name, addrese & day phone number.
6. Winning entry, name and city of winner will be published. If you vl
wish anonymity, please indicate 8o on your entry. AR
7, Photos are welcome, however we cannot guarantee its return,
8. No limit on entrico. P
9. ladicate ohirt slze on entry (S-M-L-XL-XXL available).
10. Winners will be notified by phone.

Send entry to:

Cruisin’ Woodward

THE

c/o @bserver & Eccentric

NEWSPAPERS

36251 Schoolcraft Rd.

I.Ivon Mt 481 50
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