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A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan,

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

6020 John R at Warren,
Detrait. Call (313) 677-8400 for
information and show times.
(Freo with museum admlssion.
$6.50; $4.50 seniora/students).

» “Titanlca.” An Omnimax
screening that takes you inside
the portholes and acrosa sunken
decks of the world's moat famous
shipwreck. Also showing: “Des-
tisy in Space,” which ghows how
humans will live in space in the
not-too-distant future,

MAGIC BAQ YHEATRE

22820 Woodward, Foerndale.
Call (810) 544-3030 for informa-
tion, ($2).

« “Rumbie in the Bronx™ (USA
- 1996). 9 p.m. July 3. Martial
arta wonder Jackie Chan stars
as n Hong Kong policeman who
battles the motorcycle gang ter-
rorizing his uncle's inner city
grocery. A great introduction for
American film fans unfamiliar
with one of the world's most pop-
ular action stars.

JAAIN ART THEATRE

118 N. Main Streot (at 11 Mile
Road) Rayal Oak. Films play
through at least Thursday,
unless noted otherwise. Call
(810) 542-0180 for information
and showtinies, ($6.50; 84 atu-
dents, seniors and matinees; $3
twilight)

* “Cald Comfort Farm®
(Britain - 1896), In this wicked
comedy from dircctor John
Schlesinger, a sophisticated
young Englishwoman in the
18305 suddenly finds herself
orphaned and with no fortune.

* “Welcome to the Dollliouso™
{USA - 1996}. Middle schocl can
be hell for teenager Dawn Wein-
er, who dreams of popularity and
revenge agninat the beautiful
people around her. Todd Solandz’
debut film is notable for its hon-
eaty, but it's also an uneven piece
of work more horrifying than

funny.

* “Moll Flanders™ (USA -
1896). Daniel Defoe's classic
novel about a woman born on
the day her mother was hvng.
Starring Robin Wright, Morgan
Freeman, and Stockard Chan-
ning.

» “Stealing Beauty” (Italy -
1996). The story of a 19-year-old

. SCREEN SCENE

American girl whose trip to vieltr

relatives in Italy turns into an
vye-opening experience when
she mecta a variety of odd char-
acters. Directed by Bernardo
Bertolueei (*The Last Emperor®).
Starts Friday.

MICHIGAN THEATRE

806 Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
(313) 668-8397 for information.
(85; $4 studenta/seniors)

* *Cold Comfort Farm™ (USA -
1996). Through Juna 27 {sce
Main Art Theatre listing above)

©*301/302" (Korea - 1896). 8
p.m. June 27. A Korean mystery
thriller about a pair of adjeining
apartmenta whose denizens lead
bizarre and abusive lives.

* “Stealing Beauty™ (Italy -
1896), Through July 11 (see .
Mnin Art Theatre listing above).

REDFORD THEATRE

17360 Lahser at Grand River,
Detroit. Call (313) 537-2660 for
information, ($2.50)

* *Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers® (USA - 1854). 8 pm.
June 28; 2, 8 p.m. June 28 {organ
overture begins a half hour
before show timo). A big, strap-
ping MGM musical from the ‘508
in which fronticrsman Howard

Keel finds a wife and pursuades
his brothers to do the same.
Look for Julie Newmar as one of
the bachelorettes.

STATE THEATRE

2116 Woodward, Detroit. Call
(313) 961-5450 for information.
[£38)

* “Pulp Fiction” (USA - 1894).
¢ p.m. July 1. The way dark
crime comedy that made
Quentin Tarantino a houschold
name kicka ofl @ month-long
tribute to Tarantino as both a
writer and director. John Travol-
ta, Samuel Jackson, and Uma
Thurman star.

UNITED ARTISTS OAKLAND MALL

14 Mile at John R, Madison
Heights. Call (810) 686-7041.
($6; $3.50 before 6 p.m.)

* “Mystery Science Theatre
3000 The Movie” (USA - 1896).
The big-screen version of the
cable TV phenomena obout a
guy and two robots who provide
a running commentary during
really bad movies. The turkey
this time: “This Island Earth,"a
1854 space opern whose alien
villains sport huge brains and
lobster claws.

MOVIES

Comic-strip ‘Phantom’ is fun

BY JOHN ROGERS
ARSOCIATRD PRESS WRITER

Comic strips are like fast food
for the mind.

Read one. And just try to
remember afterward what it wos
aboutthat colorful good guy-bad
confrontation in this week's seri-
&l that so intrigued you,

“The . Phantom,” from
Paramount Pictures, this year's
comic-strip entrant into the big-
budget movie sweepstakes, is
like that, too.

You can revel in the slam-bang
action sequences, marvel at the
lushly filmed exotic locales from
Thailand to Australin, then you
leave the theater feeling, well,
not hungry exactly, but not full
cither,

The story is comic-strip sim-
plo. Evil New York City busi-
nessmon Xander Drax (and with
a name like that how he could be
anything but evil?) has dis-
patched his henchmen to the
Bengalla jungle. Their mission:
to swipe one of the mysterious
Skulls of Touganda.

Bengalin, as every comic-strip
aficionado knows, is patrolled by
the Phantom himself, played
here with delightful good-guy,
innocence and enthusieam by

Billy Zane.

The henchmen make off with
the skull, of course, while the
Phantom stops to rescue a little
boy they've left tied up in atruck
that's about to topple off a bridge
into o picturesque gorge.

The catch is that Drax needs
three skulls before he can har-
ness the mysterious power that
will allow him to conquer the
world.

The Phantom quickly tails
him to New York, loses him, geta
back on the trail and eventually
confronts him in a fight for Skull
No. 3 that takes place on on
underground island somewhere

the Phantom will win aver
Diana's affections. Oy, for that
matter, if she’ll figure out that
the big handsome lug in the pur-
ple tights and mask is the same

*guy who dumped her after col-

lege to go riding through the jun-
gle on his white horse fighting
bad guys.

1In this, *The Phantom" gener-
ally delivers. The chemiatry
between Zane and Swanson is
there, and some of the slam-bang
special effects scenes directed by
Simon Wincer, including one in
which the pair escape Drax’s
men by going from an airplane
to horseback, is nothing less
than 1

under a B da Triangle-like
section of ocean.

Along the way, the Phantom
gots help from (and must repeat-
edly rescue) Dinna Palmer
{Kristy Swanson), who, by lucky
coincidence, is the old college

flame of the Phantom's nlter-ego, .

Kit Walker.

Well, this being a comic strip,
it would seem pretty clear from
the get-go which side is going to
triumph in a battle of good ver-
sus evil.

Thua the fun must be derived
in getting to that final show-
down, and in wondering whether

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Junt 28
“THE NUTTY

This remake of the 1963 Jorty Lews.
comody I8 about 8 scientist who tokes
his own secrat love potion with unpre-
ictable resutts. Stars Eddis Murphy.

“STRIP TEASE"

A Brams about & woman who's (03t het
job wnd doughter (n a child custody bat-
1le, To got Lha money 1o appesl she
takes a Job b5 8 dancer ot & Miami stip

club. Stars Demi Mooro,
“MOUTH TO MOUTH®

Comedy about 8 struggling actor who
has finally tanded 8 Job ot an aduit
phone service. Stars Javies Bardam.
~STIALNG BEAUTY"

Tha story of 8 19-yoar-old American girt
who trevels 10 the lush (tallan country-
side of Tuscary ta $pend the summer ot
a villa with olo family friends.

AMERICA IS ROCKING
A SLAN-BANG ACTION THRILLER!"
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Diana, meantime, is no shrink-
ing violet, but a woman able to
deliver a good kick below the
belt or a round-house right to
the head with about as much
gusto as her protector docs.

The Phantom, meanwhile,
might scem at first to be at a bit
of a disadvantage to other comic-
strip heroes who have made it to

‘the big screen. He has special

powers like Superman, after all,
and no dark demons haunting
his soul like Batman, who as a
child saw his parents slain by
criminala and vowed revenge.

#| MOVIE
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“TWO THUMBSUP!”

But Zane, who waa meon a8
they come in the film “Dead
Calm,” makes the character
work here by being such a nice
guy. Also, having a deceased for-
mer Phantom father (Patrick
McGoohan in a role played so
wryly that one wishes there wos
more to it) showing up at key
momenta Lo offer paternal advice
docsn't hurt either.

Not that there aren't prob-
lems. Screenwriter Jeffrey
Booam, whoue previous credits
include “Indiana Jooes and the
Last Crusade” and the last two
“Lethal Weapon™ movies, seems
to be trying so hard to give the
characters snappy dialogue that
they risk self-parody at times.

Treat Williams® evil Drax also
isn't quite far enough over the
top, as say Jack Nicholson's
~Joker™ was in Batman.

And one can’t help feeling
that we've seen all this before in
one form or another. Jungle

locales, daring rescues, evil vil- -

{nins.

Check out any of the Indiana
Jones films or James Bond or
Batman,

But, hey, it's a comic strip. It's
not supposed to be deep. It's sup-
posed to be fun. And it is.

‘A TRUE DISNEY MASTERPIECE!"
“ONEOF THE BEST FILMS OF THE YEAR"
“THE SUMMER'S

“THISISA
GREAT FILM!"
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Tatrick Stones,

“Burt Reynolds Is
A Barrel Of Laughs!”

Steve Oldficld,
KSTU-TV/SALT LAKE CITY

Bs ru

QuO VADIS
STAH LINCOLN PANK
GARLAND

€
NG DAY AT PARTICIPATING

Moorx

mi is dynamite!”

e

EASE

A COMEDY WHERE YOU LEAST EXPECT TO FIND ONE.
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Visit the STRIPTEASE web site at http://strip-tease.com
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