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ALL-AREA SCFTBALL

ALL-OBSERVER
SOFTBALL TEAM

Pltcher: Alicia December,
senior, Livoma Churchill,

Catchers: Angela Montagano,
Juniar, Redford Thurston: Jenny
Clulow, senior, Livenla
Churchill; Stefanie Volpe, sopho-
more, Plymouth Satem,

Intlolders: Lauren Wright,
senior, Redford Union: Heidi
Waonl, senior, Farmington Hills
Mercy: Rand: Walfe, junior, Livo-
ma Frankiin; Jenny Bauer.
senior, Garden City; Stacey
Judd, senior, Livonia Ladywood:
Carah Best. junior., Plymouth
Salem.

Outtielders: Jenny Sikora,
yumor, Plymouth Canton;
Cofleen Wutke, semor, Garden
City; Holly Foster, senior, Farm-
ington Harnson.

COACH OF THE YEAR
Dana Hardwidge - Churchill

SECOND TEAM

Pltchers: Alana Heikkinen,
Junier, Farmington; Cathy Her-
mann, Junior, Livonia Ladywood;
Dana Dziekan, junior, Farming-
ton Hills Mercy,

Catchers: Jackie Boyliss,
senior, Westland John Glenn;
Amy LaGrow, junlor, Plymouth
Canton.

Inflolders: MNikki Kovachevich,
Junior, Plymouth Canton; Knsty
McDonald, jumor, Redford
Thurston; Sarah Rattai, junior,
Farmington: Amy Finkel, senior,
North Farmington; Tnsh Kesner,
senior, Garden City: Grace
Allen. sentor, Livonia Ladywood.

Qutflalders: Kelly Shanks,

senior, Garden City; Rachel
Gelger, senlor, Farminglon Hills
Mercy: Kristen Koziara, senior,
Farminglon Hairison; Loura Krol,
senior, Livonia Stevenson.

HONORABLE MENTIOR

Harrison: Arl Ault, Abby Ault,
Al Ault; N, Farmlagton: Lynn
Livernais, Mickey Spisz; Farm-
ington: Yeresa Lindenmuth,
Beth Hawald, Anna Clark;
Mercy: Katic Homant, Kelly
Moug, Shayta O'Mara, Erin
Fitzgerald.

Ladywood: Jessica Roman,
Allison Woodruff; Stavenson:
Jull Courtright, Courtney
Schraufnagie, Teri Fox;
Churchill: Megan McGinty,
Jessie lenkins, Tina Naif,
Jenelle Mazaris; Franklin: Jossl
ca Sabbadin, Jennifer Pushies,
Lori Jendrusik,

Clarencevilie: Nicole Reidl,
Nora Kohlruss, Stecey Kamins-
ki; John Qlenn: Katy Duncan,
Jaml Grige!, Katle Foran; Luther
an Westland: Lindsay Allar,
Holly Kaye, Joy Tiernan, Jes.
salyn Bowman, lJill Kopper,
Christie Snell.

Salem: Jenny Storm, Nicole
Sitek: Canton: Gretchen Hud-
son, Shelly Butske, Yara Biro;
Plymouth Christian: Lisa Erick-
son, Kim Rinzema, Rebokah
Pugno, Carrie McCoy.

Garden Clty: Angie Hudson,
Jenni Talbot: Redford Unfon:
Melody Norman, Jamie Matesic,
Kasie Mathena, Jenny Price;
Thurston: Rena Laverty, Kelly
Gorbac2, Amy Salas. Bess Den-
nis: S§t. Agatha: Katle Miller,
Katy Wilson, Lauren Mackie.

Allcla Decomber
Uvonla Churchill

Jenny Bauer

Stacey Judd
Garden Cly Livonla

Angela Montagano
Redford Thurston

Jonny Clulow
Uvonla Churchli)

Carsh Best
Ptymouth Salem
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Stefanio Volpo
Plymauth Salem

Jenny Sikota
Plymouth Canton

Lauren Wright
Redtord Ualon

Colleen Wutke
Qardon Ciy

Rand! Wolfe
Livonla Franklin

Dana Hardwidge
Coach of the Year

other. We had a lot of close
games this year, but they rallied
behind the seniors and never
folded under pressure. Six of our
aeven losses were by one run,
and the other loas was hy only
two. That'a incredible in itself.”

‘Two Churchill players were
voted to the firat team along
with two each from Plymouth
Salem und Garden City.

Several Observerland teams
enjoyed success this year includ-
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ing Livonia Ladywood, Westland
John Glenn, Garden City, Red-
ford St. Agatha and Farmington
Hills Mercy, all district champi-
ons.

Introducing the 1996 All-Area
softball team as selected by the
Observer sports stafl,

FIRST TEAM

Iy, alwoys mantoining her porsa ond
concentration, regardioss of the situa

Montagano, oatchar,
Thurston: Tho junior batted .523 (23 for
44) and had an onbose percentago of
649 1n 14 dwision games en route to
AllMego Blue honors.

She scored 21 runs, with seven dou
bies, two trples snd one homer.

“Angela wos 2 hitter olt year long.”
Thurston coach Al Nagy soig. “She
cought every mning of every game and

Allcin pitcher,

The fouryesr varsily starter was the
area’s most impeoved hutler, going 227
with 3 2.13 casned run average

She pitched in 193 nnings, dliowing
Just 25 walks ta go along with 129
strikeouts. She also batled .365 en
route to team MVP, All-Conterence
Western Lakes. AllDistnct ond second
team All Region honors.

Among her tighlights this 500500 was
a perfect game against North Farming:
ton.

“Alicin worked hord during the off.
season and certainly deserves ali the
nonors she has seceived,” Churchitl
coach Cana Harcwidge snid. “She 13 one.
of the most and

never She just does het (ob.
1 wisn | had mare Iike het."

Montagano, who fed the Eaglos 10
the MecgaBlue Oivision hitle, was voted
teom MVYP sod mode Class B All-Dis-
trigt.

Stetanis Volpe, catcher, Batem: What
Volpe did to opposing Ditchers was mer-
ciess. And yol. as bad &3 1t was,
theco's worse news - Volpe s [ust o
sophomare,

Which means opponeots must endure
two more seasons of this: a 573 bat
ting average:10 doubles, five tnptes.
seven home runs and 48 runs batted in;
43 runs scored; ond just four stukeouts
in B2 at-bats.

A hitter, Volpe led Salem

athetes | have toached.

“She not only recorded 22 wins. but
batied second in the lineup, constantly
coming through with key base Mits or
oced ROI. And she contributed defen-
vty with het glove. The Leam espond-
¢¢ to her leadership 23 captmo oand
piayed with the same kind of conhidence
she displayed.”

Jonny Clulow, catchar, Churchill: A
thice year starter, the senior wos the
Chargers’ tead off mitter, compiting both
an impreasive batting avetage (.410)
ang on base percentage {550)

Clulow had a team high in 1uns scored
{42), hita (41) and stoien bases (20) to
win Churehil’s Best Otfensive Ployer
oward.

Sho piso showed sobd defensive skills
with 13 putouts and 13 ossiats for &
1929 fielding percentage.

The Churchill ackstop was voted the
WLAA'S top cotcher ta go along with All.
District ond seconc-1cam Alk-Region hon-
ors.

“Becouse of her 1remendous speed,
wo made Jenny into a lef-handed slap-
per who made things happen when she
w3 on base,” Horowidge soid, “Jenny
was also the stabilizing force defensive-
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in each of those offensive cotegories
eicept doudles. She wos an all-WLAA
first team selection.

And her gefense showed promise, 8s
well. Sha started at catches for tho first
time; last sasson, she played Lhird base
for Satem.

“She's got a resl good arm.”
coach, Bonne Southeriand.

Sull, 11°s her offense that draws
raves. "She’s got great bat speed.’”
Southertand added. *She'it play in col-
lege. thetc's no doubt In my mind,

~You're going ta hear a jot about
hec.”

Lauran Wright, nfleider, Redlord
Unlon: The semor shoristog, o firstteam
Afl-Observer pick b yosr 6o, botted aver
.400 with a teamieading 39 R8I,

“Lauten had 8 Guick bat and wos hard
to stuke out,” RU coach Gary DeRoche
$0id of the threo.year starter, who
bounced back after mitting out hes
30phoMOIs year with knee surgery, “She
delivered with people on basa. Her eyes
would hike up.

*And she mode some outstanding
defensive pioys, Sha could go in the
hole ond 1hsow people out becauss she
has a great arm.

*Sho was our captain fof two yeors
ond cama to play every doy. She's one
of the top two playets I've coached at
RU {slong with Andrea Roedding).”

Wright, who also stood out in volley-
ball and basketball, Is headed to ploy
hoops a1 Grand Valley State.

Hald) Wahi, Infletder, Mercy: The
senior shorts10p was o fouryea varsity
tegular for the Marting, playing third
base part of tha time, t00.

Waohl was one of Mercy's leading hit-
fers this yoor with a 343 batting aver-
ago. 8 slugging porcentage of 829 and
an onbasa perceniage of .488.

Her 1wo dozen hits included six dow-
bles, four ripias end two home runs.
Wahl hed 18 RBI snd scored 14 runs,
Sha #is0 had a .978 felding percentage
with only three errovs,

Wahl was namad to the All-Catholic
oand alldistrict teams and Is an academ
ic oit-stater.

“Without het laadership, Morcy would
not have won Lhe géstrict championship
©nd hod the 808300 it did,* Mercy coach
Jack Falvo sald, recaling Wahi batted
10-for-13 and helped the Matling win
tholr own invitationsl, “She carmed our
Team by herself; she won the tourna:
ment fof us.

*The cosches went to Heidi in
Decombar and asked hef Lo toke control
of the team and sst an oxample, and
sho did that. She was our leader; the
other pleyers fooked up to her.”

Stacey nfeider, Ladywood: The
sonlor second baseman, heeded for
NCAA College World Series quslifier

aid her

Mictugon, was the Binzers’ foundation in
1he Infield.

“Stacey was our best player and one
of our caplains,” Lodywood coach Liso
Parsons sud. “She was 0 big playmak.
er. She made three unassisted double
plays. Sho was o clutch ployes, ceal con
sistent”

Judd balted .304 {21 for 69) with two
doubles, three triptes, 15 RBI ond 15
runs scored.

Dafensively, Judd made 65 putouts
and hod 55 assista for 8 960 fielaing
pescentoge (ORly five criors). She also
stole seven of eight bases.

Judd was also voled All-Catholic,

Jenny Bauer, Inflelder, Garden City:
Bauor's Emergence this s€030N was3 DRe
of the most pleasing developments for
Cougars’ toach Barry Patierson,

A port.time ployer as a juror, Bover
blossomed into an honorable mention
all-state performe:. She tied for the
teom Icad i runs batted i with 29 and
was secand i batting average ot 414,
She had five doublos, two triples, and
scored 29 uns.

Sho was equally imprassive In the
ficld, making just one error ol first base.
Her performance earned her salection to
the all-Mega Red Division team. She
was lso Garden Cily's offensive MVP,

“Jenny had an outsianding sentor
yeor,” spid Patierson, “She made a big
jump from (ast year (Bauer hit .273 as a
]umm) both offensively and defensive-

ﬂui her bast attribute was her cluich
hitting. She led Garden Cily wilth nine
gome-winoing RBI.

“She hod o lot of resily big s for
us,"" Paltesson added. “There wos no
gne she wos intimidated against, | wos
really proud of her improvement over the
yea

Carah Best, Inflelder, Salem: Offen-
sively, Best was second only 1o Yolpe
among the Rocks. Defensively, she was
second to none amang lesgue short-
stops.

A threeyear startar ot shoit, Best. 8
funior, had a team-bast 11 doublos
among her 29 hits. She batted ,363,
with one tripie, iwo homers and 22 RBI.
ond she scored 39 tuns.

Best was an ali-Lnkes Division sslec.
1ion last year. This year. she wes oll-
WLAA.

Said Donnis Southerland, ber coach:
“She's a very smart player, with an
incredible orm. She's one of the best
Bround at shortsiop.”

Randl Wolte, infleider, Frankiin: The
Junior second baseman was voted first-
toam AlkRegion, All-Diatrict and Al-Con-
feronce WLAA after londing the Patriots
with a .468 overage (44 for 94},

She 8130 had six doubles four tripies.

Wolfo lad the toam (0 assists with 61
and made only seven etrors (.941), She
230 won wo of five games 23 o pitcher.

*Randi is s aggressive 8nd so quick
that she can virtuslly play tho whole
night mide of the field.” Franklin cosch
Unda Jimenez said. *She was our lesd
off hitter, Sho knows the game and has
sofibail sense.”

Collesn Wutke, outfleldar, Garden
Chy: No surprise here. Wutke, a senior.
was picked for the ail-Observer Leam lo
1he sacond strsight yaar.

She was Biao chosen to the all state
teom for the second consacutive yoor.
Both wese oained by n athiete with an
Imptesatvo arrery of skills.

Wutke, 8 senios contarflivider, hit
,391 with five doutles ond three triples.
tylng Bauor for the tesm Joad in RBI
with 28, She #iso scored 22 runs and
stole nine basos.

tn the field, Wulks made just one
oriar. She was named 1o (he ol Mega
Red Division Leam 0nce again, 100.

“Colleen’s Just o vary talented sth-
Isto,” sald hor coech, Burry Patterson.
*She's big, powerful, snd has good
spoed « kind of the whole packege.

“She's vory well-respacted [n the
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