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Here’s what to expect when remodeling

Q: We have just purchased our
first home and know that tho bath-
room needs to bo remodeled. We
have had no previous cxperience
with any typo of remodeling and
would like to know what we should
expect the project to cover and
how long will it take?

A: Many people purchase their first
house only to find that once they have
moved in, unpacked the boxes, and
urranged the furiture that it is time to
start making it feel like home. With the
creation of indoor plumbing out goes
the days when a plain wooden shack®
with a creaking door, cold wooden scat
and lack of proper lighting do we find
that one room can require Ho many
choices. Bathrooms come in many sizes
and have become the one room in the
house that needs to offer its owners and
users the widest variety of functions,
style and durability. So let’s take a look
at some of the features and urcas that
will need to be addressed from deter-
mining a practical budget to the finish-
ingt touches.

The Budget: This arva is that start-
ing point for which all future decisions
will be impacted the most. Most total
bathroom remodels start at about
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$6.000 and may go as high ax $20,000.
That means that there are a lot of
aptions to choose from.

The Contractor: Select a contracter
who has built 3 gox 1 reputation within
tho area that he services. Ask how long
he hns been in business and ask for his
referral list. Check to see that they are
praperly licensed and insured and the
time in which the work will be per-
formed and completed. Make sure that
the proper permitafinspections will be
obtained by the contractor, Toke the
time to follow up with phone calls to
the people on the referral lint and
understand that this process may take
time due to everyone working different
schedules. Many problems arise from
not taking the time to select a contric-
tor that meets your expectations.

The Fixtures: Ask if there is a show-
room available for you to visit and
select the wpecific items for your bath-
room. The range of items should not be
limited to one manufacturer or colar.
Don't be nfraid to nak what optiens are
available and their impact on your bud-
get. Selecting poor quality items can
start you down the path to & poor quali-
ty bathroom. Il your contractor sends
you to the local discount home center
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insure that all itema in the contract
have been satisfactorily met. Remem-
ber to try to keep a clear line of commu-
nication with your contractor through-
out the entire project as to avoid any
unnecesuary or uneasy feeling.

Bab Decker, Accent Remodeling 1,
Canton, 313-981-2460.

MICHIGAN REMODELING
ASSOCIATION

For your home improvement ques-
tions or a copy of our roster bookiet, cal)
Gayle Walters, executive director of the
Michigon Remodeling Association
(MRA)} at 810-335-3232, or send gues-
tions to “Let’'s Remodel,” 2187 Orchard
Lake Road, No. 103 , Sylvan Luke, M1
48320. Answers are provided by mem-
bers of the MRA, tho local chapter of
the National A iation of the Remed
oling Industry (NARI}. Members
include professional contractors, mnnu.
facturers, wholesalers, consultants and
lenders representing all facets of resi-
dentiol and light commercial remndel:
ing. Members also answer questions on
“Construction Tolk will Murray Gulo on
WEXL-AM 1340 , 1.2 p.m. Saturdny.
You can call in your questions at 810-
£44-1340. In addition, members are fen-
tured on Ask tho Handyman with Gula
on WXYT 1270 on Saturday and Sun-
day mornings at 8 a.m.

for your selections, then that may he
the fist indication that your contractar
may not know the full range of product
lines availnble.

Installation: From the time the old
fixtures are removed, to the time that
walla, floor structures, electrical and
plumbing services are completely
checked and ready do we wtart the
rebuilding process. Two inspections will
be necessary during the project. One at
the completion of the rough-in stage
and one at the completian of all work.
Any items that fail these inspections
should be addreased right away.

Final walkthrough: Go over the
entire project with your contractor to
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