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Making ready: Mighty are the
preparations for the second-
annual Cornucopia Ball in
Farmington Hills. /A3

Once moro In Walled Lake: School
officials are pushing a bond
issue./A3

Cool cookies: Making cookies is
fun, even in the summer. Don't let
the heat wilt your interest in bak-
ing./1B

Taste Buds: No sweat dishes,
made with items from your
pantry, satisfy on hot days./18
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" SPECIAL SECTION

It's Féstival timel: A special section
in today’s Farmington Observer
marks the 32nd-annual Farm-
ington Founders Festival, which
takes place this week in down-
town Farmington and environs.
Let this booklet be your guide to
Festival events.
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Code proposed
for empty stores

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAYF WRITER

Farmington city officials want o now ordinance to
send a message to busineas property owners: Empty
need not mean dumpy.

Some would use the latter to describe some
unkompt vacant store fronts in the city, A now ordi-
nance under consideration would require building
owners remave existing business signs and that win-
daws be maintained.

Farmington City Council has yet to adopt the ordi-
nance, but members like the intent.

An owner of the downtown's largest retail outlet
center also thinks the proposed mandate would be 8

one.

«1 don't have a problem with it,” said Nadine Raf-
furty of Kimco Realty, which owns the Downtown
Center. “Normally, you should bo cleaning up the inte-
rior of the stora to make it presentable.”

The ordinance would requiro window decorations
ond displays be removed.

Semitranspnrent material has to be used to cover

d liminating use of other inls such as

brown or white paper.

. _ Window signa ndvcrtinink vacancies are utiil

allowed.

All interior portable furnishings and fixtures have
to be removed or placed out of sight.

1f a sign is removed, the building owner hae to

make sure no electrical wires aro exposed or the color
of the facade is not altered.

Vacancies are a reality in today's volatile retail
economy. Cities need to have somo uniformity in deal-
ing with them, a city official said.

Untidy vacant atorefronts are an cye sore and are,

targets for vandalism, they added.

“In general, this ordinance will give us tho look we
want downtown,” City
“and that Jpok doesn't include blight.”

Council will ider adopting the
Aug. 5 meeting.

1f the proposal passes, lettors and a copy of the ordi-
nance would be mailed to property awners, giving
them 30 days to bri ies up to code,

Thoss who refuse.to comply could be ticketed. Civil
fines start at $25 and $125, “and go up from thero,
Lavhoffsald. -

City officialn don't expect problems with n majority
of property owners, though, The ordinanze is partly

di &t its

aimed at absentes landlords, who don't take care of -

their property, Lauhoff said.
. What the ordinance calls for is commoun senso, ¢spe-
cinlly teking down the sign of the previous tenant,

mllwhnthnv.'udllnsznrlt.peo-
think it's vacant,” Raffurty said. — N

Managsr Frank Lauhoff aaid,

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAYY WRITER

Sometimen elophant ears have to
take precedence over trims around
the oars.

Then ngain, food, fun and music
have alwaya becn the main attrac-
tion at the annual Farmington
Founders Festival, which dominates
downtown this weok.

e place

i While re:tnurnnti and other
Farmingtan busl

and they
shuts us down.

“This year we throw in tho Friday
..» Wa thought it would make a nice
four-dey weokend (Tho shop is
closed on Sundays and Mondays).”

ilora aro counting on more of

expoct an flow of to
pour through their doors, ona plana
to shut theirs, :

Korner Barber Shop in the hub of
festival activity on Grand River and
Farmington will be closed Friday
and Saturday, July 12-13,

“We don't havo hardly any buai-

n customor boom rather than Moth-
or Nature's boom this year.

Sizzling heat and virulent thun-
dorstorms, which knocked out
power, kept peoplo away {rom last
year's festival. Featival business was
down 30 to 40 porcent, according to
some business ownera.

£ sevevv-Five Cerrs
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Festival ‘ear’ and dear to folks

Can it be July already? The Farmington
Founders Festival, that old standby of
small-town merrymaking,
this week. It’s a boon to most businesses,
but one's closing down for the duration.

“We have prayed to the weather.
gods and asked for cooler wonthor
and with no storms that knock out
power,” sald Jody Soronen, director’
of tho Farmington/Farmington Hillg
Chamber of Commerce, which apon<
sors the cvent, i

“The economy is doing weil. Wa
hopo businessss nra ablo to take
advantago of the fact there will be
meore people downtown, and put
their best foot forward and put out
their clnssy morchandise.” ‘

Many downtown ahops are dosti-

_nation stores.'An influx of vlaitors

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
STAFY WRITZR

For Farmington Hills Council-
women Massie Kurzeja, redovelop-
ing the city is going to be a priority
for a long time. .

Kurzain, o longtime resident of the
city's Olde Town arua, is running
againat Jerry Ellis in the Aug. 8 ape-
cial city council olection to finish the
term of Aldo Vagnozxi, who was
elocted mayor last fall. ¢

T STATY POUTO BT DOIC CENTORANTE
'I'hrmingi‘qn, looks - -

.40 be a win-

She’s strong on redevelopment

S
i COUNCIL RACE

Kurzeja, who served on tho zening

board of appeals beforo being.

appointed to servo in Vagnozzi's
stead, said thero have boen o lot of
overdue improvements to the Grand
River Corridor in the city.

“It was dying,” she said.

The addition of the Target store
and the shopping center it anchors

have improved the area, she said, A
noew Pop Boys automotive center,
the Enterprise Rent-A-Car notional
hoadquarters and improvemonts
that include tearing down the Tip
Tap Motel have also helped the arca,
*And we think there will be a
McDonald's coming in,” she said.
Kurzeja, 59, has lived in the city
for 35 years. She attended Madonna
University, taking business coursos

Massio Kurzela

More candidate nights

the Farmington Hills City Council.

sponsor & candidates’ nigh
Mile and Orchard Lake roads.

coeur will face panelists’ questions.

Warner Chennal 8. The cable

A ttention, Farmington-area voters: You
have two more opportunitiss to mest the
candidates for the 87th District Stata House and

The Farmington Area Republican Club will
t Wednesday, July 10,
in the counci} chamber of the Hills City Hall, 11

Council candidates Massie Kurzeja and Jerry
Ellis will field questions from panalists begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m, At 8 p.m., same location,
Republican Housds candidates Terry Bover,
Cathy Webb; Andy Raczkowski and Linda Joli-

“Both siaaions will be cablecast live on Time
will be

repented at latpr dates.

w. .
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'FARMINGTON FOCUS

Council candidates Kurzejo and Ellis will par-
ticipate in a candidate aponsored by the Council
of Homoowner Assoctationa at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
July 16, at the Hilla City Hall.

Both races will bo sottled {n tho Aug. 6 prime-

" FFIA fund-ralser at Fostival
Dr. John Cromwell of Cromwell Family
Chiropractic in Farmington will operate &
m!t drink ond juice booth on Grand River during

July 8-13.

the upcoming Farmington Founders Festival,

Proceeds from the booth, Jocated in front of
Cromwell's offico across Grand River from the
Village shoo Inn nnd Dimitri's reataurant, will
support Farniington Familics in Action, a toca)
anti-subatance abuso program.

Froe spinal scroonings and consultations alsp
will be offerod. For more information, call
Cromweli at 477.1402.

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to the
Farmington Observer, 33411 Grand River,
Farmington 48335; faxed to 477.9722; or dropped off
af the newspaper office. For the computer literale, the
Internet E-mail address: packy@oconline.com.
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