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Geologlsts to test county s water supply’

By T RICHARD
STAYF WhITZR

Those folks asking permission
to drill wator wells in the gravel
hills of Oaldand, Livingston and
Washtenaw counties are from
the federal government, They're
here to find out for Congress if
Amecrica's multi-billion invest-
ment in clean water is paying

off,

“Wa'll dril! 830 wells randomly,
most in Onkland County. We'll
requeat permisaion to drill," said
‘Erin Lynch, a geologist and a
member of the Lake Erie basin
groundwater team of the U.S.
Geological Survey.

"We're shooting for August to
start,” Lynch told a June 26
meeting of the Arcawide Water
Quality Board, a regional agency
headquartered with the South-

Legislators place court reform
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"Go slow,” Democrats warned
as legislative Republicans
pushed for trial court reform.
Republicans took the advice, tak-
ing two ateps July 3 and paving
the way for more massive steps
in the fall,

Tha Legislature:

* Voted to abolish Detroit
Recorder's Court effective Oct. 1,
1997, “grandfathering” its 29
judges as Wayne Circuit Court
judges and requiring them to
run countywide whcn necking
reelection.

For the first time in history,
Michigan will have a uniform,
statewide trial court system.
Detroit no longer will be the only
one of 271 Michigan cities with a
aoparate criminal court. The law
also blocks the Supreme Court
from again shifting all suburban
criminal cases to Detroit judges
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cnst Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments.

"We'll collect soil samples as
we drill. We'll drill below tho
wataer table," snid Lynch, holding
up a two-page list of chemicals
and trace clements that USGS
will toat for, .

At the request of West Bloom-
field Township, USGS will con-
tact local officials when it's in an
area, to help assure landowners
the project is legitimate. USGS
also will inform local newspa-

pers. -

*About 60 to 70 percent of the
nation uses groundwater,” aaid
Donna Myers, project chief for
the NAWQA, the National
Water Quality assessment pro-
gram started in 1994.

The Lake Erie projuct tan't
concerned with Lake St. Clair,

and juries. .

¢ Established a uniform fund-
ing formula based on casecload.
For a fow outstate counties, it
may be a windfall. Wayne Coun-
ty and Detroit are "held harm-
less,” meaning they can't lose
stato aid through the end of fis-
cal 2001, Court employees' bene-
fits also are protected.

Lawmakers must wait until a
fall session beginning Sept. 10 w
decide whother to:

« Establish a "family court"
division of cireuit court. It would
involve transferring most of the
powers of prohate court and a
few to district court.

« Place HJR S, a massive
amendment to the judicial arti-
cle of the Michigan Constitution,
on the ballot. As drafted, it
would establish a single "trial
court," abolishing probate and
diatrict courts. Court borders
would be county lines, but coun-
ties could have “election dis-
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ths Detroit Hiver and Lulw Erie
themselves, rather with the
quality of water in the ground in
the 22,300 square 1ailes of land
that stretch like a giant check
mark from Port Huron, Mich., to
Fort Wayne, Ind., and across
northern Ohio, Pennsylvania
and New Yark state to the Nia-
gara River.

Nor will it concentrate on the
former lake bottom that covered
Detroit, all of Wayne County
except tha northwestern corner,
and southeastern Oakland
County,

Instead it will focus on gruvul
hills, called "terminal moraines,”
depositad by the last glaciors
that melted more than 12,000

ears ngo.

“The last glacier gave that
mantle,” said Myers. "Thick,

tricts," meaning Detroit and the
suburbs conld be able to elect
their "own" judges.

If adopted by voters, it wxll be
the most massive change in state
court history, surpassing the
abolition of non-lawyer justices
of tho peaco in the 1960s.

Gov. John Engler remained
silent on the issue during the
Houso-Senate conference com-
mittee's week of negotiations
and the chmlnturc s two-day
session,

Although legal reformers long
sought the package of change,
Engler precipitated it by (1)
threatening to veto new judge-
ships in Oakland County, Farm-
ington, the Northville-Plymouth-
Canton area and Ypsilanti
Tawnship in 1994 and (2) actunl-
ly vetoing more court funding
this year until court reform took
place.

"Reform,” to supporters,
means more ability to shift

extensive unconsolidated glaclal
deposits acrve as important
sources of public water supply,”
added a USGS newslettor,

The USGS team will atudy tho
effects on the upper Black, Clin-
ton {upstream from Sterling
Heights), Huron and Raisin
rivers. Thoy nre among 10 rivers
ln tho Erie basin project being

ied,

USGS is part of the Interior
Department, said regmnnl
deputy Cindy Barton, who is
hendquartered in Columbus,
Ohio, It collects data and maps
on carth sciences _ water, miner-
ala and energy reserves. Its
three Michigan offices are in

Lansing, Grayling and Escana-

ba.
"We have a team of 40 multi-
disciplinary people _ hydrolo-

judges ncross jurisdictional and
geographical boundaries. “A
judge is a judge is a judge,” in
the words of House Judiciary
Chair Michael Nye, R-Litchfield.

Senate Republican stumbled
when three of their 22 members
missed the session — including
Robert Geake of Northville. The
bill failed on a 18-18 party-line
vote with 20 needed for passage,

It was the second time Genke
a 19-year senator with a nearly-
perfect attendance record,
misged o court roform vote. An
aide aaid Geake had a church
camp commitment July 2 but
changed it to July 3 when the
one-day session was called.
Majority leader Dick Poathumus,
R-Alto, extended the seesion a
day. Geake's aide said the sena-
tor couldn't break the July 3
commitmont.

A month earlier, when the
Senate Judiciary Committee
took a key vote to report the
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gists, chomists, geologists,” said
Barton. "We work with the
states, counties, watershed coun-
cils, Indinn groups, any nonprof-
it group. We'ro also a consultant
to other federal agencies like the
Army Corps of Enginecor and
Dcputtmant of Energy. We'ro
measuring toxins in Lake Michi-
gun for the Environmental Pro-
toction Agency.”

T!w NAQWA program u

chair; Holly councilmembor
Ardath Regan, firat vice chair;
and Sumpter, Township environ-

montal planner Stephen Kunul- -

man, second vice-chair,

+ Learned that its 28-minute
video Headwarsers: The Life Line
of a River, about the Rouge, was
named a national finalist in the
Tolly Awards compatition for
pon-network TV. It also earned a

d to answer C

certifi mte of exccllence from thn .
of

question: "Is our wator getting
any cleaner?” Barton zaid, After
five years of Intensive work, the
project will resume in 2003 for
additional intensive work.

In other business, the regional
AWQB:

« Elected officers for the year
starting July 1. They are Novi
councllmumbcr Robert Mitzel,

Counmls Sponsors were the

AWQB and the Rouge Water. »

gked Council. Local governmen
in the Rouge basin contribute
to the effort. N

Copics of the video have been'

distributed to all area cable TV 1
companies. Watch local listings -+«

or call your cable company to
learn viewing times.

on fall agenda

Southfield, Duvld Gubow, D-

reform bill out af committoe,
Geake attended a aafety confer-
ence and had to be replaced on
the committee 80 the GOP could
:’Bl‘lm a majority to report out the

118,

On second try, the Senate
passed the key bill won with a
23-12 vote as four Democrats
crossed over: Chris Dingell of
Trenton, Art Miller of Warren,
Ken DeBenussacrt of Macomb
County and Don Koivisto of Iron-

wood.

All other senators voted with
their parties nxcapt the three
cheentees.

The House vote was 70 to 33
with six not voting. Voting yes
were 51 Republicans and 18
Democrats. Voting no were 33
Democrats,

Yes _ Penny Crissman, R-
Rocheater, Jan Dolan, R-Farm-
mgmn Hnlln, Shirley Johnson, R-
Rayal Oak.

No Mnxme Borman, D-

Huntington Wooda,

Not voting _ Barbara I, R

Union Lake, John Jamiun, R-
Bloomficld Township. Greg
Kaza, R-Rochester Hilla, Dobb
and Kaza had attended other
portions of the two-dny mexsion.

Their absences are the equiva- -

len! of a "no" vote hecaune 58
“yes” votes ave needed for pas-

sage.

The bill sots up a 23.member
commission to assess court cases
on their difficulty with a goal of
reallocating court resources.

Rep. Michael Nye, R-Litch-

" field, House Judictary chair who

headed the conference commit-
tee, said,"We've had battles in
the counties about who's in con-
trol (of court budgets). The
judges are going to fight this, no
matter what. We any to the
judges, 'You can hire and fire,'
but thn counties will handle the
money.”
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HARTMANN*
DISGONTINUED STYLES

. SAVE 30%

"~ UPRIGHT GLIDERS

21' 24" 26" - Made with or without Suiters
29" No Suter

black ballistic - khaki packcioth
*cbange in frame only-style, -&pe, & appearance 1ame as wewy

black tweed;

- Humider One

The Uitimats Lu;

NW Corner
0 Mik R4, oft

X 20000 W. Ten Mile Rd.

Evergreen

arl Lodge Frwy, | Mi. Soal 696
Southfield, MI 48075

(810) 356-4725 * (810) 3564600
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Starts Today

Burberry, Jac|
Austin Reed,

0% OFF...

The Argyle Shop features all the
top brands: Hickey Freeman,
Canali, Aquascutum, LeBow,

Suits, Sport Coats, Raincoats,

- . ki
SEMHEANNMAL SALE

k Victor, Bartolini,
Racquet, and others.

Slacks, Sweaters, Dress Shms,

Reg. $510
Reg. $545
Reg. $565

Sport Shirts, Knits.

SUITS

Now$249 | !
NOW'269
now $279

SPO

Reg. $285
Reg. $325
Reg. $365

RTCOATS
now*139
Now 159
Now 179 | -

HARRY SOLOMON

STORE HOURS The Latest Styles In The Best Of Taste
Mon., Tue., Wed. 9:30-5:45 BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
Thurs, 9:30-9:00 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE
Fri. & Sat. 9:30-6:00 BLOOMFIELD HILLS » PHONE (8105626-9810
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