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Sonoma
stands out
in a crowd

ly Anne Fracasse
-Avanti NewsFeatures
2 “That’s a pretty purple truck,”
tny 4-year-old squealed when [
brought home the 1996 GMC
Sonoma. She sounded like her
See-and-Say toy that introduccs
the color purple by yelling, “Mrs.
Fox loves her purple truck.”

7 You've got to have n pre-schoal-
or to understand,

- Anyway, the “radar purple” is
really pretty. It certainly stands
out in a crowd.

And as crowded as the small
pickup vehicle class is, GMC
wants the Sonoma to stand out
from the competition, GMC pro-
motes the Sonoma as a “no-apolo-

y-get-out
I’m -coming-through” truck.

And get out of its way, you
Bhould. This is a ne-nonsense
truck that's built for serious work
— nnd quite a bit of fun.

There arc a lot of options to
choose from, depending on how
you plan to use this truck. It
comies a8 a 2-deor regular cab, 2.
dour club cab or in 2- or 4-whesl-
drive. You ulso have a choice of
two box lengths and three trim
levels.

The Sonoma was first intro.
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duced in 1982 ns a 2-wheel-drive
madel. The Insta-trac 4-wheel-
drive wns added a year later,

It wus last redesigned and re-
engincered during the 1994
model year, but this year, the
Sonoma hos a bunch of new fea:
tures and refinements.

Most importantly, the club cab
Sonoma has that nifty third door
this year. It's an option, but cer-
tninly worth every penny. This
one i8 a little different and I like
it better: The third door is located

_ ) i gt
at the rear of the driver's door,
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making it much more convenient
then it had been.

The handle to the third door is
recessed within the door and
you've got to open the driver's
door to access it. It opens up wide
— actually 100 degrees — to give
you plenty of access to the rear
space in the truck, What a great
option.

Also new this year on the
Sonoma i8 o sportside box, Its -
foot design can be chosen with
regular and extended cabs and
with either the 2- or 4-wheel-
drive modela,

‘The Sport Suapension system
is alao new for 1996 and GMC
hopes it gives Sonoma a competi-
tive advantage to people who
want comfort, Sonoma is already
the smoothest riding and moat
comfortable truck on the market.

The Sport Suspension ayatem
may make it the best handling as
well, This system has a stiff

structuro, soft spring ratea and

high damping control to give it
the handling fee! of a sporty pas-

-senger vehicle, It's rounded out

with frame reinforcements, gas-
charged shock absorbers, fat tires,
wide wheela and anti-roll bars in
both the front and rear. There's
even a xear-axle vibration damper
to keep the Sonoma quict on the
read,

The base engine on the
Sonoma is a 2.2.litor 4 cylinder

that has cast aluminum cylinder .

heads. It's rated at 118 horsepow-
er. Optional engines include a
175-horsepowar V6 and a 180.
horse V6, The 175 is standard on
the 4-wheel-drive modela.

1 liked the 175-horae V8. It
performed well during inclement
weather and was outstanding on
dry pavement. It accelerated and
responded when you wanted it to
and without so much as a whim.
per.

Another new feature on the

Sonoma — and it's & first for any
GM-built truck — iz a lightweight
two-part intake manifold design,
As usual, the bottom half is cast
aluminum, but the upper half of
the manifold is made of molded
composite material. The new com.
posite material provides weight
savings, thermal insulation, noise
reduction and improved air flow.
Thoe distributor housing is also
made of composite material,

Anather plus: The Sonoma is
perfect for anyone who hates car

It’s got plati
tipped spark plugs that can go
100,000 miles without changing,
standardized hose sizes, a quieter
coaling fan, long-life water pump
bearing and coolant that doesn't
have to be changed for five years
or 100,000 miles.

The Senoma is also outfitted
with OBD 1 -- second-generation
on-board diegnostics. That means
its easier to repair if service ia
ever needed.

Standard on the Sonoma is a
brand new &-speed manual trans-
mission. Backlash has been
reduced, as have shift 2ffort and
throw. The shift knob hus also
been moved downward an inch
and a half and it’s also been
moved 5.4 inches to the rear, pro-
viding a lot more comfort.

Even on the base model — SL,
— the stendard equipment list is
long. Take a look: Brake/trans-
mission interlock, daytime run-
ning lamps, driver's side air bag,
dual mirrors, AM/FM stereo with
digital clock, five 16-inch steel
wheels (no temporary spare in
thia one), 4-whesl anti-lock
brakes, intermittent wipers, tint-
ed glass, side door beams and 7-
wire trailering hamess,
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The Sonoma is a cumt‘urtublc
commute truck, can work hard
when you want it to and can take
you to the theater in style at the
end of the day.

It's worth a look.

1986 GMC Sonoma

Vehicle class: Small pickup.
Power: 2,2-liter 4-cylinder engine.
Milenge range: 16 city / 27 high.

Whem b\ult Shreveport, La., and;
Linden, N.J,
Base price: Sll 280, f‘:

Tips On How To Be
A Better Driver

(NAPS) - A recent survey of
the Nationul Sheriffs’ Association,
commisnioned by Alamo Rent A
Car a8 part of its nationwide Be A
Better Driver campaign, revealed
that greater driver safety aware-
ness could have prevented 74 per-
cent of the more than 469,000
auto accidents investigated by
these law enforcement officers
during their carcers,

‘Top Five Driving Don'ts: .
® driving under the mﬂucnm of

aleohol and drugs , ol
o peeding -
* running red traffic lights
« not concentrating on driving
& aggressive driving
Top Five Driving Dos:
* attention and cnncentrntmn
while driving
* caution behind the wheel
* good judgment
« courtesy toward other drivers
« reflex action )
Free Guide :

For a free copy of the How To
Be A Better Driver consumer
guide, write to Alamo Rent A Car,
“Be A Better Driver,” P.O. Box.
291260, Davie, FL 33329.8916.

North American.
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3 Door Sport. Alr, power sleef
sport group, PEP 321M. tock #63628.

, defrost, cassolte,
Was $13,538
.
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34 0 lner. amo speed, itt, defrost, AW/FM cassatte,
power convenience group, &nvacy glass, PEP 4024,

Was $19,139
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1296 Cantaur Gl

Alr, casseﬂe, defrost, power mimors, PEP 235A.
Stock #53313, .

Was $15,838

1296 Probe SE

Ar, cassstie/clock, dafrost, aluminum wheels,
mats, spoiler, PEP 253A. Stock #61667.

FINANCING
0 Salisct Modisls « AXT Plaaw Bligiils

3 Door, Hot red, S-speed, rear defrost, cassette. Slock #54393,

SALE PRICE
%7,996*

nm F-380 STAKE

404 slake racks, 40¥ steel bulkhead, 351 V-8
E!ed.ﬁﬂ 0'-“:! o, A!"FH Limited otip axla, Stock #82022,
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