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Comedy: Despite the support of his clones (1

eft to right)

Three, Two and Four, Doug.

Kinney (Michael Keaton, center) still manages to hit rock bottom gftfrgetting e
dumped by his wife and his job in Columbia Pictures' "Multiplicity. o

Try ‘Multiplicity, you'll like it

JOHN MONAGHAN
BPECIAL WRITER

Michacl Keaton's character in
“Multiplicity” has a problem we
can ail relate to: he never seems
to have enough time. To keep on
top of his jab. To spend quality
time with his family. To play an
occasional round of golf.

All this changes when a scicn-
tist gives him the opportunity to
clone himself, not once but three
times, The idea is that while
Number 2 brings home the
bacon, Number 3 will help
around the house, allowing his
wife (Andie MacDowell) to
return to work.

If you can handle the gim-
micky premise of “Multiplicity,”
chances are you'll like it -~ maybe
even a lot. It's a splendid show-
casc for the talents of Michael
Keaton, who has created some
surprising subtletics among the
obvious quirks in his split per-
sonalities.

His Number 2 is a cockaure
version of the way he wus in his

post-college days: still single,
focused on his job, a slob. Num-
ber 3, meanwhile, embodies his
more sensitive nature, the side
that morriage is supposed to
bring out, He keeps them in the
garage where they live an Odd
Couple existence out of sight of
the rest of the family.

Anxious to get holp them-’

selves, the clones create n Num-
ber 4, though, as they point aut
sheepishly, “a copy of a copy
never comes out as sharp as the
original.”

Though far from original, the
scene where Keaton and his

clene meet in the same restou-

rant is nlso very funny. Bettor
yet ia the night he's away and all
three clones find it difficult to
keep the cardinal rule — not to
sleep with the main man's wife.
“Multiplicity” is directed by
Harold RRamis, who made the
superior “Groundhog Day” a few
years back, That movie said that
you have %o live each day to the
fullest, realizing that even the

most mundane routine ia a part
of life's joys. It was a sort of
“Twilight Zone” meots *It's a
‘Wanderful Life” and the balance
worked. .

The message here is basically
tho same, though a little mud-
dled. There are some moving
momenta, esapecially those
involving MacDowell's d
wife. She thinks she's going nuts
when she tries to pick up a con-
veraation that shi started earlier
with one of the others.

Of course the specinl effects
take much of the credit for the
whole charade (a scene where
the three clones shave in the
same mirror is an especially
clever piece of work). But it
takes an actor as versatile as
Keaton to make “Multiplicity”
even remotely belisvable and, as
it turns out, likable.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments. To
leave him a voice mail meesage,
dial (313} 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.




