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Roof tear-off job might be a rip-off

Q: We recently hired = gencral
contractor to do our roof. They
tad to remove two layers of ehin-
glos. We have hoen unable to get
the contractor to finish the job.
There was some leaking into the
house during the rains we had in
June and interior damage
occurred. It has been more thon
five weeks now. I do not want to
got into legal action but really
want the job done zs it was
promlised. Also, who s resy
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ble for the H ? The sub

se!lmg contractor (or general contrac-
tor) is responsible for all licenses,
building permits and the completed
roofing job.

In closing, you should not let price
be your main motivation in choosing a
contractor. Many peoplo chose a cone
tractor for their prices and are later
disappointed. Be as thorough as posai-
ble in selecting the person you want to
hire to work on your home,

Michael McGlinch, McGlinch &
Sans, Detroit, 313-278-2777.

Far your home improvement ques-
tions or a caopy of aur roster booklet,
call Goyle Walicrs, executive director o/'
the Michigan Remodeling Association
(MRA) at 810-335-3232 or send ques-
tions to “Let's Remodel,” 2187 Orchard
Lake Road, No. 103, Sylvan Lake, MI
48320,

tractod roofer or tho general con-
tractor?

A: You should always hire a contrac-
tor that is licensed in the state of
Michigan and registered in the city
that you live in, The ¢ity requires proof
of insurance for workmen'a’ compensa-
tion and public linbilily, property din-
nge insurance and n copy of the con-
tractor’a building license.

In addition the city requires build-
ing permits and the contractor must
perform the job within the city's build-
ing codes, and the contractor must call
for the required building inspections.

If you have problems with a contrac-
tor you ohould cull the cxty building
department and have the city building
inspector inspect the roof and deter-
mine if there are any city building
codo violations. Ask tha city building
department to contact the contractor
for any correctiona.

When you select a contractor to do a
roof tear-off, you should insert in the
contract agr t an approximate
starting date and an approximate

completion date. A roofing tear-off job
is n major demolition job and usunlly
takes two to scven days to complete. If,
during the roofing tear-off a leak
develops or property damage occurs,
and there is o question as to who is at
fault, you should contact your home-
owners insurance company and they
will in turn contact the contractors
insurance company and determine
rcsponsxbllny. resolve this problem
and repair the domage.

If the contractor does not complete
the roofing in a timely and satisfactory
manner, you can hire another contrac-
tor to finish the roofing job and deduct
that reasonnble amount from the origi-
nal contractor's contract, If the
amount exceeds tiie originul amount of
the balance due, then you will have to
seck legal help.

The contractor that sclls the roofing
job must be licensed with the state
and registered in your city. The con-
tractor can hire unlicensed subcon-
tractors to perform the work but the

Make it a daylily day

Tho Southern Michigan Hemerocal-
lia Society will sponsor a daylily gar-
den bua tour Sunday, July 21.

Registration is roquired. The $20 fec
includes lunch and the bus tour. Send
the feo to Armand DolLiale, 30332
Ohmer Dr., Warren 48092-1956. For
more information, call DeLiale at (810)
761-8419.
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The tour will visit gardens of the
society's members. Two award-winning
gordens will also be viewed: one con-
taining all the daylilies wmmng the
highest national award given to onc
daylily each year since 1950, and one
featuring the best in mxmnture
daylilies awarded nntxonally since
1962.
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