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MOVIES

S——————— With “Kansas
gfgfég City,” Robert
Altman  does

more than sim-
ply poy tribute
to the city of his

youth. He
WeAVCR A com-
plex tapestry

that touches on
race relations,
political corvup-
tien, the roots of
jazz, and the
importance of
maovies on the populace all in the
cantext of the 1930s.

Altman fans still reeling from
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the disappointment of “Pret a
Porter” should find most of the
things they like about America's
premier maverick director in
“Kansas City.”

Jennifer Jagon Leigh plays
Blondie, n secretary who kidnaps
a senntor's drug-addicted wife
(Mirandn Richardson). She
wants her boyfriend released
from the hands of black gang-
sters who caught him trying to
roll one of their best gambling
customers.

Interspersed are acenes of the
Hey Hey Club, the K.C. hot spot
run by Seldom Seen (Harry
Belafonte), whose jam sessions

frame much of the movie's
nction. Seen controls black gang
activities, yet he must also coex-
ist with the white-led machine
run by “Boss” Tom Pendergast
(like many characters in the
film, an actual historical figure.)
Altman usually mines incredi-
ble performances from his actors,
and “Kansas City” is no excep-
tion, Jason Loigh, who has
alrendy created 1930s-style char-
acters in “The Hudsucker Proxy”
and “Mra. Parker and the Vicious
Circle,” cleverly captures a
pathetic woman who patterns
her actions on the movies, cape-
cinlly those with tough-talking
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Jean Harlow.Belafonte, who has-
n't been seen on screen to much
offect aince “Carmon Jones™ in
the 19503, hae what may be the
year's biggest screen comeback
28 Seldom Seen.

Steve Buscemi, as a politically-
connected barkeep, and Michael
Murphy, as the troubled senator,
round out the supporting cast.

From set design to costumes,
“Kansas City” evokes the look
and feel of the 1930s.
Fortunately, Altman and cine-
matographer Oliver Stapleton
don’t go for the yellowy tones
that usually accompany period
filma, giving it instead a more
realistic and immediate feel.
Maviegoers unfamiliar with
Altman may find the movie
achizophrenic and the jnzz seg-
ments intrusive, But the six-
mm\lte cumng contest,” where
jozz musicians compete in an
informal session, is mo electric
that audiences have found it dif-
ficult not to applaud.

John Monaghan welcomes your
calls and comments. To lcave him
a voice mail message, dial (313)
958-2047 on a touch-tonc phone,

Altman jams, pays tribute t to hometowfi ‘Kansas

City’

D 2 haek: Sold,

Seen (Harry Belafonte) in

“Kansas City,” produced and directed by Robert

Altman.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to open Friday, Aug. 16

“TALES FROM THE CRYPY PRESENTS
BORDELLO OF BLOOD"

Horzor film about a sultey vampiress
who presides over an *ultimate fantasy”
brothel where customers pay with thelr
lives. Stars Dennis Milter and Angie

When o basebalt player's career takes o
slump, 8n obsessed fan vows to stop at
nothing. Inctuding murder, to restore his
{dol's roputation. Stars Robert Ds Nito
and Wesley Saipes.

A comedy about love, risk ond golf. A
driving rango pro has his tife turned
upsico cown when he's smitten by a
woman who comes In for gotd tessons,
To prove himse!f worthy of her he sets
out to qualify for the U.S. Open. Sters
Kevin Costner, Rence Russo.
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1o open Friday, Aug. 23

“CARPOOL”
When n harried businessman ond a hop-
loss crook collide on the biggest day of
both thair careers, the only road secms
10 fead stralght to comlc disaster, Stars.
Tom Arnald and Rhea Periman,

“SHE'S THE ONX"
The story of twa beathers who have

always tried to (ive by thalr father's
axtom *You got to do what makes you

fighting skllls but also with tho ability"téd
think and loarn, He's the ultimate .
wenpon. . . until he learns what it
mesns to be human. Stors Marla Van
Peebles, William Sadier.

“THE SPITRRE GRILL”

Tha story of 6 young woman's search
for new directlon In hor lifo and the
effect she has on a small Malne commu-
nity. A story of humarity, compasslon,
and fear and how one

hoppy first.” that guld-
ance leads to an old sibling rivalry to
tutn Into o boxing match and the two
beglin to realize that they've been cast
adrift in 0 sca of love. With thet reatize-
tion they begin to come to terms with
the women in their lives, each other and
themselves. Stars Ed Burns, who also
wrote and directed.

“s0Lo0~
Solo is & warrior who can carry out the

government's most dangerous and tap
secret oparations ana be ropoired

wombn's life can invigorate & town with *
a new $0nso of purpose, Stars Ellen
Burstyn.

*FOXFIRE"

Based on tho Joyco Carot Oates navel
about high school glirls In the 19508

who are dedicated to peide, power and
vengeance on the world, Stars hedy
Burress, Angelina Jolie,

“A VERY BRADY SEQUEL"ThIs time out

In the Brody housohold harmeny s
the f Carol

onsite. Ho's tha protatype
man, wired not only with mummlnmy

o
Brody's supposedly dead husband.
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DETROIT'S LIMITED ENGAGEMENT BEGINS WEDNESDAY.
OCTOBER 16th AT THE MASONIC TEMPLE THEATRE.

- (810) 645- 6666
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