The Farmington Observer/AUGUST 16, 1996

Page 76

e —

EITRITT

Don’t be ¢

" The son has his new compact disc
blnsting in his bedroom ea he plays n
Nintendo game. The t daught

band that ia visibie through the glass
base and scrow into a fuse socket; eir-

is blow drying her hair as she watches
“Boauty and the Beast®™ for the
umpteenth time. There are clothes in
the dryer and the air conditioning is on.
A pot of stew is simmering on tho elec-
tric range, and Dad is watching the
final “Jeopardy™ question ... when the
fuse blowa] The only problem is that
Mom is working late at the offico and
she's the only one who has ever
changed a fuse. Sound familiar?

Changing a fuse is actually quite a
simple procedure. But for those who
have never done it, it can be {ntimidat-
ing becausc they have to approach the
electric panel, In theis minds, electric
panels equal hair-raising shocks,

Many people feel that fuse pancls
should automatically be replaced with
breakers. This isn’t so! Many fuse pan-
els perform their function well and are
safe as long as no one tampers with the
wiring or installs tho wrong size fuse.

If your home was built around 1958
or before, you probably have fuses, If it
was built after that time, you probably
have circuit breakers. Although they
ook different, thoy serve the same
function: to protect wiring from over-
heating. Fuses are glass with a lead
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cuit breakors look like switches,

If the lights go out or the appliance or
tool stops operation, you probably blew
a fuso or tripped n efrcuit breaker.
Switch off the nppliance or tools that
were running. Then go to tho panel box,
open tha cover and leok for the glass
fuse with the black burn mark in the
conter. Thore is a lead strip about 1/2-
inch to 3/4-inch Jong. If you can seo an
intact lead strip, this isn't the fuse that
is blown.

Unscrow the burnt-out fuse and
replaco it with the same size, or rating,
fuse. The fuses are colar-coded and
numbered ns follows: Blue fuses are 16
amps, red or orange fuses are 20 amps
and green fuses are 30 amps.

It’s alao important to note that the
fuses in the sockets could be the wrong
size, On moat home | ons we per-
form, we will find overfused circuits,
which ia a potentinl safety hazard. To
find out, you need an electrician to
remove the cover and check tho wire
sizes, The following will indicate which
fuse sizea aro needed: 14-gauge wire =
15 amps, 12-gauge wire = 20 amps, 10-
gauge wire = 30 ampa, .

Normally, 14-gauge wire is the smali-
est wire in the panel; 12-gnuge wireis a
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little thicker and 10-gauge {s a little
thicker atill and is normally used on
240-velt circuits. You may be able to
read the wire size on the outer jnsula-
tion of the wire, or you can buy a wire
gauge from tho loen! electrical supply
atore for just o fow dollars.

We don’t recommend that you
unscrow the panel box to look at the
wire sizes. You can open the front of the
pancl box without fear of a shock. If,
however, you unscrew the cover off the

onfused about fuses

panel box, you run a conaiderable
chanee of getting a shock. You can also
get a shock by scicking your finger in
the fuse sockets. Only qualified electri-
cinns should make repairs or alter-
ations to clectrical systems and their
components,

Around the House, by the AmeriSpec
home inspection service, 1378 S. Main
in Plymouth, instructs homeowners
about the basics of home maintenance
and repair.

The best Just got better~

"UDENT DESK
& CHAIR

Special Purchase
JSrom the Laurel
Gardens Collection
Reg. $600.

European country style
youth pine desk & chair in
an antiqued bisque finish.

Quantisies |
arc limited
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‘TROY 977 E. FOURTEEN MILE ROAD, 585-3300
Just rast of Ouliond Mall

BLOOMFTELD HILLS 4110 TELEGRAPH, 8420070
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