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BMW 840Ci
smooth, fast
and full

of fun

By Antie Fracasan
Avanti NewsFeatures

This car is really something,

It turns heads.

It hos n 5-speed manual trana-
misslon.

1t hos an nutomatic transmis-
sion a8 well.

1t goes like the wind.

And coats a bundle,

The 1996 BMW 840Ci has
been significantly changed this
model yenr. This ultra high-per-
formance sedan is powered by
4.4-liter 32-valve V8 ongine
that’s not only smooth, but also
fast. The road feel and respon-
sive handling are so superb, This
car is classy all around,

This is the first year BMW haa
installed its Servotronic apeed-
sensitive system in the 840Ci. It
was first introduced in the
850Cai in 1994,

The Servotronic system
reduces steering cchrt more at
low speeds than engine- apeed-
sensitive syatems — yet doesn't
sncrifice the firm and accurate
rond fee! at higher apeeds.

The result is optimum controt
and handling characteristic of a
world-class sedan.

You've heard about meshing
automatic transmissions with
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manuals before, so this fen't new.

But BMW has it mastersd
with its Steptronic system. The
automatie transmission is there,
but you can ewitch to a manuai
transmission mode with just a
flick of the wrist. To shift up or
down, all you have to do is move
the shifter.

All you have to do is this: From
the “D” poaition, you can move
the lever to the lelt, where *M"
(manunl) is located. To select the
lower gear, you pull down or up
on the shift lever. Really simple.

Whut 1 dld ﬂnd hownvor, ia
that the automatic is much,
much more responsive pulllng
away from a standstill. The man-
unl ia a little bit sluggish, which
{8 a surprise. Both transmisslons
were very casy to operate — and
kind of fun to switch botween.

The best part is having the
chrize, Optimum manual control
over an automatic tranamisaion,
Really neat,

Interior upgrades to the 840Ci
include a new in-dnsh audio unit,
suto-storing of AM and FM sta-
tions and a larger, ensier-to-read
display. BMW has also included
automatic locking retractors on
passenger aeatbelts that lets you
uso child restraint seats easily.

Back to the engine.
Horsepawer {8 rated at 282 and
it has a richer torque curve, Thia
smart engine renches a torque
poak of 310 Ib.-ft, at just 3900
rpm, In ¢omparison, last year’s
engine did 295 lb.-ft. at 4600

rpm,
Power peak ia at 5700 rpm,

rather than last year's 6800. This
is a strong, solid engine. Of
course, this engine has OBDII os

well.

Four-wheel disc brakes and 4-
channel antilock brakes are stan-
dard, as well as automatic cli-
mate control system with inte-
grated microfilter (that have
individua! driver and passenger
controla), automatic dimming
inside rearview mirror, power tilt
steering wheel, leather trim,
crulse contro), fug lights, hoated
front seats, fn d down rear seat,
all-season traction control and
power aun rool,

The 12-speaker 200-watt audio
system ia quite superior. Roll up
those windows and you feel like
you're in n fine music hall, You
can even enbance the system by
adding a 6-disc CD changer. The
840Ci in also pre-wired for dealer
instailation of a cellular phone.

Another neat feature is the
vehicle-speed-controlled wind-
shield wipers. The wipers auto-
matically apeed up when the
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vehicle does, There's also a coded
driveaway protection systeni that
provides an ever-changiog coding
of ignition koy and lock to pre-
vont atarting the car with an
unauthorized key.

u entry security

3}

In thi 'glov lw { ou'll find o
rechargkable flashlight. In the
Il find a full-sizo spare

wheol anid tife and a toolkit.
Base price of the 840Ci is a bit
nl.cnpi at, $74,400, but once you

i
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Vehicls class; Large sedan.
Engine: 4.4-liter, 82-valve V8.
Mileage: 16 city /20 hlghwafr. .
Where built:  Dingolfing,

Gormany,
Price: $74,400.
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accidents. They mny also lower consumer insurance rates.

(NAPS). Daylight Running
Lamps (DRLs), an autematic
lights-on system where the head-
lamps are on at a réduced inten-
sity during doylight hdurs, have
been recognized as a mg'nmcnnt
factor in reducing adtomabile
collisions, In fact, DRLB are now
standard on all Cadillacs for
1896, and available for older
models, making them niore visi-
ble to other drivers; which
improves collision avoidance.

A recont study in Canada,
where DRLS have been standard
equipment on oll vehicles since
1889, showed an eight percent
reductinn in fte-direction

Owners of 1998 model
Cadillacs should check with their
{nsurance provider to see if their
DRL-equipped Cadillac provides
a reduction in insurance rates.
Other countries around the
world have had DRLs since the
carly '80s, and evidence to sub-
stantinte DRLs as a legitimate

_safety syatem that deserves an

insurance discount is growing in
the United States.

The United Sorvices
Automobile Asacciation (USAA),
a top-rated insurance firm with-
more than 2.7 million membera,
g[t‘ered o nationwide five percent

crashes for DRL- equipped vehi-
cles.

for DRL-cquipped cars as of
April 1, 1896,
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- TRANSIISTION, 3800 SEmes
DRAKES, DUAL AINBAGS, POWER GEATS,

KEVLEDS ENTAY, ALLMINTUM

WHEEL AL AND MUCH MORE. STK. #420142.
VAR,
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3800 Sergs V6 aulomauc transmlsslon dual alrbags luxury equ!pment C%ﬁlggen

cuon control, security package, steenngwhee cont

rols & much more. Stock #7

NEW 1996 DODGE 1500 CLUB CAB SLTY

139" wheel bne, VA, automatic tansmiion, power

"
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(NEW 1996 DODGE CARAVAN\

k-,«m entsy, leather wiapped
focka, powes windows, Sock #319073.

M.S. R S17, 415

» On 12 Mile Road just West of Telegraph Road
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