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Business group applauds new proficiency tests.
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BY TIM RICHARD
BTAFF WRITER

‘The jury witl be out — maybe
five years — on the question of
whother employers and colleges
pey attention to now, state.
endorsed high school diplomas.

“1'1l be at least five ycars
before there will be any impact,”
predicted Art Ellis, atate super-
intendent of public jnstruction,
whon the State Board of Educa.
tion met Scpt. 18.

One purpose of the

That group is the Michigen
Business Leaders for Education-
el Excellence (MBLEE). Its
members include the Big 3
sutomakers, Dow Chemical,
Kmart, Mead Paper, Pharmncia
& Upjohn, Comerica Bank,
Whirlpool, Michigan Chamb

results, particularly at the
93,000 11th graders perfor-
mances (in percentages):

* Math — 47.7 "proficient,” 38
"novice," 14.3 below.

* Science — 32 “proficient,”
62.2 "novice,” 16.8 below.

s Reading — 40.2 "

Commerce and the University of
Michigan. They employ 500,000
of the state's 4.4 million work-
era.

"For yeara we nssumed that
any. child Yeting 13 years of

High School Proficiency Tests
was to give grads who got “profi-
cient" recults n special stamp on
the diploma or transcript. It is
supposed to tell corporate per-
sonnel departments and college
admiseions officers that the
bearer had posacd state tests.,

So far, many high school prin-
cipals and K-12 superintendents
say no one is paying attention,

Ellis m{id it's too early to tell.

schooling would be equipped
with these akills (math, scicnce,
reading and writing)," said Jim
Sandy, MBLEE exccutive direc-
tor. "Unfortunately, we were
wrong, but these tests and the
endoraed diploma will end the
measage that these ekills aro
necesaary and important.”
Statewide test results were
released Sept. 13.fn Lansing.
Ellis snid he encouraged local
achool districts to call local news

And a group appl

ed the Michigan Depnruﬁgnt of
Education for establishing "n rig-
arous test with a reasonable
standard of expestation,”

fl\ Alrea

canferences to relense their
results. * 1

There was much dismay and
hand-wringing at some of the
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0.2"p
51.3 "novice,” 8.6 below.

s Writing — 34.4 "proficient,”
63.1 "novice," 12.8 below.

But State Bonrd members had
other complaints: Studenta and
parents weren't being told their
teat scores, and so they were
unable to decide how to brush up
for "makeup® tests in October.

“The individual student does-
n't knéw how he or she did, Can
we correct that?” asked board
momber Dorothy Beardmore, R-
Rochester.

"My daughter took the tests,"
said board member Sharon
Wise, R-Owosso, "and hasn't had
the results. She doesn't know
whiat to study for o re-take. I

have them,” replicd Anno
Hansen, n member of Ellls’ stafT.
Two members aaid the public

4, .. These tests and the endorsed diptoma will
send the message that theso skills are neces-

- mllell nnhMBLEE - put too  sary and important.”

much emphasis on how many . .

studonts n‘::hlnvcd proficlency on . Jim Sandy,_ ..

chn nlew tests, ndministered lnst MBLEE cxccutive director:
arch, .
“I'm concerned about the per- A

pessimism In interpreting teat

results. "A very small percentage -
did not do well,” she snid. “The .,
onus is on business and higher,,

whether huge numbers of stu.
dents were "proficient” or not.

Kathleen Tabor, a Bath Scliool
District parent, warned ogninst

ception of failure, It's not o pnss-
fail system,” anid Louis Legg, R-
Battle Creck, newly appeinted
board member,

Gary Wulf;“nm.AR-Hilllu;lnlo. Beo ) AlB .
agreed. "On the SAT (Scholastic Py,
Aptitude Teot for college u(;in\in- DEPRESS[ON
sion), no onc comes in and say, Less Interest In Thinga?
‘my kid flunked.’ It's a continu- . 3! 8
Lot Fecl Tired Most of the Timae?

Wondar If Life Is Worth Living? . L /

Wolfram eaid it's passible only e 3 L o :

onc point or two on the cxam. Feeling sad, blue, hopeless or worthleas? :

made the difference in deciding Have trouble slceping or sleep too much?

wander if we're giving t
the tools, or we're dooming them
to perpetual fallure.”

"It surprised me. The schools
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