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r— *Bip Night” is
TICKETS 3
PLEASE ° little film with

somo grand
ideas, On the
surface a simple
story about a
struggling
Italinn restau-
rant on the
Jersey Shore in
the 19503, it also
speaks to the
difference
between pander-
Ing to the mass-
es and creating something that
you are truly proud of.

JORN
MONAGHAN

For brothers Primo and
Sccondo  {played by Tony
Shalhoub an co-director
Stanley Tucci) these philosophics
get argued dally, Primo, the
eldesat, does mgst of the eooking,
He refuses to serve the apnghett]
and meatballs that packs them
in at the restaurant across town,
Secondo, who serves as manager,
would like to pny sonie bills,

A crosg-town rival tlan Helm),
recognizing Primo’s brilliance in
the kitchen, throws the brothers
a bone. Popular band lender
Louis Prima will be in town
soon, looking for some place to

Tuccel’s

ent nfter his set. The way
Secondo soes it, the notoriety
{not to mention the autographed
picture an the wall} will bo just
the endorsement they need to
get the restmsrant rolling.

Much of “Blg Night” involves
the preparation of the authentic
Italinn dishes, works of culinary
art that require time, patience,
and the freshest ingredionts. As
Primo prepnres the banquet, his
brother hand pleks o guest Hst
and spruces up the place, using
up all of the restaurant’s remnin-
ing capital.

“Big Night" is the (irat feature
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Heartwarming story: Tony Shalhoub offers Allison Janney a sample of one of his
culinary delights in “Big Night,” the story of two brothers attempting to save their

failing restaurant business.

from Stanley Tucei, best known
for an ongoing role on telovi-
sion’s “Murder Ono.” Ho and
friend Campbell Scott (“Mra.
Parker and the Viclous Circle™
share the directing credits, with
Scott appearing in a camco 28 0
high-presaure Cadillac snlesman
who gets invited to the soirce,
While the Caddie as symbol of
the American dream is hardly n
new concept, the movie does offer
gome unique touches. The evoca-
tive restaurant, a study in muted
colors and imported oil paint-
ings, speaks of simple elegance, a
far cry from the garish red
checkered table clothes in the
rival restourant, where a chubby
soprano sings “O Solo Mio.”
Look for some surprises in the
cast s well, starting with Tucet
as the suavely dressed Secondo,

the personable and far more cul-
turally acclimated of the broth-
ers. Shalhoub successfully plays
a man uncomfortable outside of
the kitchen or his white chef’s
uniform. He stammers in his
attempts to court n pretty flower
shop owner.

And while Isabella Resellini
seems right at home ase o reatau-
rant hostess, her husband
{played by English actor Holm)
is in the wrong business. A far
cry from the squat, eccentric
Englishman he has played for
the past two decades, the perfor-
mance should bo scen less a8 a
career move than a curious
experiment. Why Holm with so
many authentic Italian-
American actors around?

Only rarely does “Big Night”
indulge in typical firat-time

COMING ATTRACTIONS

director flourishes. In ane scene,
Secendo's discussion in Holm's
office is blocked by a large lamp
that bisects the center of the
screen, Is this foreshadowing the
fact that their conversation will
get Secondo nowhere? Or did it
Jjust look good at tho time?

Made for around $4 millien,
“Big Night" looks to have cost
twice as much, thanks to dreamy
retro locales and evocative cine-
mategraphy by Ken Kolsch.
Even when the story drags, you
can tell that for Tucci, this is n
heartfelt labor of lave,

John Monaghan welcomes your
catls and comments. To leave him
a voice mail message, dial (313)
953-2047 on a touch-tone phone,
mailbox 1866.

to open Friday, Sept. 27
“THE LEOPARD SOK"

Extlusively at the Stor John R. Filmed In
Tanzanla, this documentory troces tho
path of a young teapard on his journoy
to aduithood.

"2 DAYS IN THE VALLEY"

An all stor cast stor in this story about
0 bizareo murdor and the ten eccentric
charactors wrapped up In the plot. Stars
Danny Alsllo, Teri Hoteher, Jeff Daniols.

“ED'S NEXT MOVE™
Exclusively In Ann Arboe, A fresh roman-

September 28 a

tlc comedy sbout & notive
who lands a Job In New York ond learns.
to enduro the Wrlols and tribulations os
well as the surprising rewards thot life
In that city can provide.

“EXTREME MEASURES"

A medicol thrifler pbout a doctor who
stumbles onto a private ressorch pro-
grom thot has on unthinkable teuth at

Its core. Stars Hugh Geant, Geno
Hockman, Sareh Jesslca Parker,

to opan Friday, Oct. 4

SQANT*
Exclusively &t the Maln Art Theotre. The

- fantasti
Detroit Tigers Fan Appreciation Weekend
29 vs Milwaukee

5. o

Win Sony clectronics, a trip for two to Myrtle Beach, an authentic dugout jacket from Starter,
aone-year supply of Balipark Franks, 2 Wittnaur watch, a Kodak 35mm camera,
or any of over 100 other ftems we'll glve away during Fan Appreciation Weekend!
Plus...$t Hot Degs, Pizza Siices anid Cokes Sept. 27, 28am 28

For tickets call

810-25-TIGER

40th y re-iel of the dre-
matic s0g0 about lifo and lova through
two genarstions of cottle ranchers in
Texas. Stors Rock Hudson, Ellzabeth
Taylor and tames Deon.

“BOUND"

Suspenso thrlller abaut two women who
scheme to swindlo the mob out of $2
milllon. Stors Jennlfer Tilty.

*THE MIGHTY DUCKS 3
This third installment has thoso
“Ducks” trying to adjust to thels new

school and its accomponying clrcum:
stences. Stors Emllio Esteves,




