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Tori Amos fosters healing through song

Although sometimes troubling
and alwaya brutally honest,
planist/vocalist Turl Amos's
songa foster healing.

Her debut album, *Littls
Farthquakes,” tackled the sub.
ject of rape, “Me and a Gun,” for
example, tolls the story of a
woman being raped and the
thoughts that go through her
mind: “I sang “Holy Holy’ as he
buttoned down his panta/Me and
n gun and a man on my back but
t haven't seen Barbades so 1
must got out of this”

“God,” from her sophomore
effort “Under The Pink,” covered
her upbringing as tho daughter
of a preacher: “God sometimea
you just don't come through, Ged
somotimes you just don’t come
through, Do you need 8 woman
to Jook nfter you? God sometimes
you just don't come through.”

Hor latest nlbum, “Boys For
Pele,” was her eatharsis after she
nnd her boyfriend broke up. Tha
nlbum nliowed her to griove but
there was still something miss-
ing. Recently she relensed “Hey
Jupiter,” an EP that includes a

Gay films find showcase a

BY JOTIN MONAGEAN
SPECIAL WRITER

A controversinl film about tho
atart of the modern gay rights
movement kicks off the fourth
annual Michigan Lesbian and
Gay Film Festival this weekend.
For event organizer Michacl
Lary, the acreening of
“Stonewall” and six othor fea-
turca marks a significant change
in the festival.

“The majority of films I show
have never been to Detroit or

different version of the song
found on “Boys for Pele” ns well
as unroleased live rocordings.
The “Dakota Version® of “Hey
dupiter” leads Amos's vocals over
2 backbeat '

feolings, you'll have to den! with
them eventually. (I you buasy
yourself and put the pedal to tho
floor and move on, you roally
hnvcn’t_mudn' ponco with your

ond lug
The album take of tha song is
poignant and somber ~ Just her
and her piano.

“I knew I needed to say good-
bye. It was my way of saying
good-bye to a part of mysolf. It's
more of n personal message and
I just needod to express ‘Hoy
Jupiter in a different way from
the album version,” Amos said in
a recent phone conversation,

“Thoy're both valid to me. One
was written right when [ was
going through a scparation with
someone, and this is two years
later, I'm finally ready to say
goodbye which is a hard thing to
do. I think the break up 1s Jike a
death, and ‘Boys For Pele' was
my grieving, and ‘Hey Juplter’ is
my goodbye.”

Re-recording “Hey Jupiter”
was therapeutic for Amos.

*If you glam the door on some-
thing and don't deal with your

probably won't be,” Lary says of
tho selections. The festival is
apengored by his organization,
South East Michigan Pride, The
evont has moved to the
Birmingham Theatre from the
Magic Bag Theatre in Forndale,
where it has been held for the
laat three years,

A champagne reception will ba
held in the spacious Jobby before

the single screening of
“Stonewnll” on Friday night.
Adnpted from Mark

Duberman’s book, “Stonewall”

SCREEN SCENE

hoart. you have to
acream and throw things and do
all aorts of thinga, But I doa't
think you cver really take the
diamonds of the relationship
with you unleas you can admit
your true feclings, That means
the hurt and the love, and where
you dlsngreed.”

“Boys for Pele” was recorded in
rural Ireland and Louisiana,
From the riotous “Professional
Widow,” through the poignont
balladry of “Hey Jupiter” and
“Doughnut Song,” to the harpsi-
chord pop of “Talula,” and the
bluesy “In Tho Springtime of
His Voodoo,” this 1a & work of
musical extromes.

Outside of her music, Amos
has been active with her record
label, Igloo, and with rape sup-
port groups. She started an 800
number referral line for rape vic-
tims, but funding ran out. Amos

foltows tho lives of a holf dozen
goy Now Yorkers in the weeka
prior to the cvents at the

recently gat the good nows that
within the noxt six months, a
new sponsor will be announced.

“I'va got to tell you it's a won-
derful thing because we just
couldn't keop it going without
somebody coming to the table.
Hopefully people will bs more
aware of it, those who need it
next year, becauss weo have a
support. It's a relief”

Tori Amos and former School
of Fish vocalist Josh Clayton-Felt
perform at 8 p.m. Friday, Sept.
27, at Hill Auditorium, 630 S.
State St., Ann Arbor. Tickets are
$£23.60 and $20 for the ali-ages
show. For more information, call
(313) 764-8350 or (810) 645
6666,

If you have a question or com-
ment for Christina Fuoco, you
can write to her ¢/o The Obscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers, 36261
Schoolcraft Road, Livonia, or via
e-mail at cfucco@aol.com. You
can also leave a message for her
by calling (313) 853-2047, mail-
box 2130 on a Touch-Tone phone.

Stonewall Inn in Greenwich
Village, where a routine harass-
ment spree by police turned into
o rlot and protest that cffectively
launched the modern gay rights
movement.The movie has drawn
controveray for playing loaso
with history, but, according to
Lary, “once you realizo that this
is a fictionalized account, told
from tha point of view of a drag
queen, it's quite entertaining.”
The rest of the series facusea
on short and feature films, moeat
shown on both Saturday and

Coming to town: Pianist/singer!/songwriter Tori Amos

returna to the arca Friday,
Auditorium in Ann Arbor.

Sunday, “Mnn of the Year” is the
documentary acconnt of n gay
man who became a sensatlon as
a model for Playgirl.

“Costa Brava,” the closing film
on Sundny night, stara prolific
lesbinn nctress Doai del Valle,
who will alse intreduce the film.

.unry, who manages Gayle's
Chocolates dawn the street from
the Birmingham Theatre, recent-
1y attended the San Francisco
Lesbian and Gay Film Festival,
He belicves that the success of
recent independent films such as

Sept. 27, to play Hill !

Birmingham Theatre during festival

“It's My Party” and “The Sum of
Us,” has given movie audiences
the opportunity to view gay char-
actors betters .
The Film Festival, which plans
to draw 3,000 movicgoers, is
SEMP's second biggest event of
the year, noxt to the annual
PrideFest in June, Meanwhile,
several comedy and musical per-
formers are an tap at the Magic
Bag Theatre in Ferndale along
with o now slate of monthly
movics at tho Birmingham.

A sampling of what's ‘I:layr‘ng
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
832-2730 for information. ($6.60;
$4.60 students/seniors)

“Heavy” (USA - 1895). Sept.
27 - 29 {(call for showtimes). Ina
remote tavern in upstate New
York, an introverted and over-
weight pizza chef ropreascs his
{oneli until a new wai
(Liv Tyler of “Stealing Benuty™)
arrives. Deborah Harry and
Shelley Wintera round out the
supporting cast in this award-
winning independent film.

“Bonjour Tristesse” (USA -
1868). 7 p.m. Sept. 30, Jean
Seberg and David Niven star as
a swinging widower and his
party girl daughter in this melo-

drama from Otte Preminger.
Shown here in a restored
CinemaScope print.

Maglc Bag Theatre 22920
Woodward, Ferndale. Call (810)
544-3030 for information. ($2)

“Caddyshack” (USA - 1980).
9:30 p.m. Oct, 2. Chevy Chnac
and Rodney Dangerfield cut up
on the golf course in this cult
comedy, atill hted by Bill

junkies, and thieves on the road
to solf-destruction in modern-day
Edinburgh.

“A i " (UBA -

tance slow in the small Maine
town where she tries to get a
fresh start.

Michigan Theatre 608

1898). Dustin Hoffman and
Dennis Franz stor in this film
adaptation of the David Mamet
play about the owners of o junk-
yard shop who plan a rare coin

heist.
p Grill” (USA - 1888),

Murray’s ongoing battle againat
a pesky gopher,

Main Art Theatre 118 N,
Main Street at 11 Mile, Royal
Qak, Films play through at least
Thuraday, unless noted other-
wise. Call (810) 6542-0180 for
information and showtimes,
($6.50; $4 students, seniors and
matinee; $3 twilight)

“Trainspotting” (Britain -
1095). A runaway hit in Britain:
the story of five l{ars, losers,

The Wives Have Arrived!
“Great stars, great fun”

“The fun unfurls in wicked ways!
A sparkling, grown-up com
“Everyone will want to join this club!
¢ comedy hit of the year?

REX REED, NEW YORX OBSERVER

FAIRLANE
WIS RIVER

Lt LAKE
}ronn WYOMING .

A young woman recently

relensed from prison finds accep-

Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call (313)
668-8397 for information, ($5; $4
students/seniors)

“Lamerica” (USA - 1896).
Sapt. 25 - 29 (call for showtimes).
A pair of men try to set up busi-
ness in post-Communist Albanin,
with surprising results.
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LAST MAN STANDING’

EXCITING MOVIES

A

“Visuplly
extraordinary
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OVIE EVER!”

Jam Beraard, K.Y, DRILY KEWS

“S %k Kk

IS EASILY ONE
OF THE MOST

OF THE YEAR!”

= Jard Durmed, .Y, BALY REWS

“Ed’s Noxt Move" (USA -
1895). Sept. 27 - 30 (call for
showtimes), In this independent

Mid

n
irlfriend

ic comedy,
guy dumped by his
moves to Manhattan.
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