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By ﬂAmMEA MICHALS
SPECIAL WRITER

Warm, abundant laughter per-
meates the current Moadow
Brook Theatre production of
“Beau Jest.” The Jamea Sherman
comedy is impeccably performed
by n wonderful cast and superbly
directed by Geofirey Sherman.

What's o nice Jewish girl to do
when she fears her parents will
never accept her gentile
hoyfriend?

Snrah Goldmon (Linnea Todd)
invents an ideal beau, o Jewish
doctor, and hires nctor Bob (John
Seibert) to portray him for one
family dinner.

Bob plays the role so well that
Sarah’s parents (Henrietta
Hermelin and Robert Grossman)
are crazy about him and pres-
sure Sarah more than ever about
the relationship. More complica-
tiona ensue when Sarah and Bob
really do fall in love, for Bob ian’t
Jewish either.

‘Todd is thoroughly likable and
believable as Sarah. (The
nctress, married to the play's
author, created the role when the
show first debuted in Chicago).
Sl\e is especially moving when

R1dgedale Players shine in funny ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ -

BY HELEN ZUCKER
SPECIAL WRITER

It's suppertime!

The Ridgedale Piayers opened
the scason with a winsome pro-
duction of Howard Ashman and
Alan Menken’s “Little Shop of
Horrors.”

Directed by Larry Pelliccioni
and Deborah Cox, the east deliv-
ers all the laughs and the
poignancy as well in this seript
that has been playing some
where for the past 30 years,

Tom Peterson shines

ymour, the timid horticul
ist who loves Audrey. Seymour
has hed a bummer of a life with
his boss, Mushnik. He’s known
nothing but skid row, but it does-
n't stop him from being the
sweet guy who'd like a decent

as

K ON STAGE

What: “Beau Jes!® by James
8herman through Nov. 17,
Where: Meadow Brook Theatre,
on the campus of Oakland
University, Rochester Hille.
Ticketa: $22 to $32, call (810)
377-3300.

she tries to strike the right bal-
ance between her love and
reapect for her parenta and her
need to assert her independence.

Seibert's Bob is as Irresistible
to the audicnce as he is to Sarah
and her parents. He's a down-to-
carth, genuinely nice guy, sensi-
tive, considerate and caring —
the kind of fellow any girl would
be thrilled to introduce to her
parents, Seibert also has terrific
comic timing that comes to the
fore cach time he has a little tri-
umph or near-miss in his imper-
sonation.

As Mirmm, Sarnh’s mother,
Hermelin is the quinteasential

quibble over every little inconse.
quential detafl but unite solidly
in their love and concern for
Sarah.

David Ellenatein is very con-
vincing na Joel, Sarah's prychola-
gist brother who I8 never quite
fooled by Bob'a impersonation of
a doctor.

He {8 most endenring when he
pleads with Sarah to confront
the truth and quit using her par-
ents as an excuse to hide her
awn doubts and weaknesses.

As Snrah’s first gentile
boyfriend, Chris Kringle, Wayne
David Parker haa a sincere deliv-
ery, but scems too unsophisticat-
ed for an advertising exccutive.

Peter Hickn' renlistic set
design for Sarah's apartment is
casy on the eye, and Reid
Johnson's lighting, Edith Leavis
Bookstein's costumes, and Brett
Rominger's sound design are
faultlesa,

From lho opcnmg night audi-
ence's of

Jewish mother, well-
but inceasantly meddlesome.
She's a perfect comic foil to
Grosamnan who plays her com-
plaining busband Abe. They

life. Peterson plays Seymour as
guy who doesn’t deserve to have
a man-eating plant on his hands,
but of course he does. Seymour
and Audrey I1 have a battie of
wills and it's cbvious who wins,

Danielle Milton delvers a
beautiful rendition ol
“Somewhere That's Green” It's n
great song that tells you every-
thing you neced to know about
Audrey and the size of her
dreams. Milton carrics off
Audrey's affair with the dentist
with a bowed head and small,
clear voice. She's appealing.

Carl Jones as Mushnik, the
flower shop owner who wants ta
close up show until Audrey II
appears and customers atart
jamming the phone lines, gives
us a shambling wreck of n man
who decides to adopt Seymour

“Beau Jest” one mny surmise
that you don’t have to be Jowish
to identify with getting yourself
tied up in knota trying to please
parents.

On'Stage

What: "Little Shop of Horrors®
presented by the Ridgedale
Players.

Where: 205 W. Long Lake
Road, (betwesen Crooks &
Livernots).

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 26; 8 p.m. Friday &
Saturday, Sept. 27-28; 3 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 29.

Tickets: $10 (Thursday); $12;
(senlors $11, Sunday show). Call
(810) 988-7048.

now that he's a grown man who
might leave. His hypocrisy is bla-
tant: sa is his hard life.

Kevin Lee Branshaw ia hilari-
ous and horrible and Orin, the
dentist who abuses Audrey.
Branshaw and the Doo Wop

“FRIDAY * 5 PM.

“Blues in the Park"
Mudpuppy * Chisel Brothers w/ Thornetta Davis

Mimi Harri

FREE

YMCA Preschool & Karate - Katie Cavalleri -
Story Telling by R, W, Lowe & Debra Christian
« Velero Wall - Bungee Run - Giant Slide

Stmulator .
' Gameos

“Family Fun" - Noon

‘Country Music" + 2:30 P

‘& the Snakes » Baked Polato Robert Noll

"Taste of the Town"

John Cleveland's Water Club Bar & Grille » McMahon's Sldestreet Pub
Mr. B's Plymouth Grill » Joe's Italian Bakery & Deli » Oulback Steakhouse » Thal Blstro
Papa Romano's of Plymouth « Tubby's Sub Shop and more . . .

SATURDAY - NOON

(Nominal Charge)

FREE

die Rides

Debi Samuels + The Forbes Brothers

Hot Walker
Rock, Jarz, Reggace * 4:00 PM

The Chapels Ten Second Dynasty

«- Storm Rider

‘Lemon James - [NU UNO - Black Market

tnfe Call 3128596969 . -
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Season opener: Linnes Todd and John Seibert star in Meadow Brook Theatre's pro-
duction of "Beau Jest” through Oct. 27,

Girls give us one of the best
numbers in_the show in
“Dentiat.” The energetic
Branshaw tokes off his leather
Jjacket and plays Burstein, Mrs.
Luce, Skip Snip, and Martin
with equal aplamb,

Laura Kerr is always funny. As
the customer who buys $100
worth of roaes, she lifta the ener-
gy level whenever she appears.

George Volenta is marvelous as
the Veice of Audrey I11. When
Volenta hollers “Suppertime!” we
are convulsed when wo should be
shivering. Volenta is in total con-
trol of his great voice. Scott
Joseph is equally at ease with
movement on Audrey 1I. Joseph
opens that great mouth with joy.

Diane Dillard, Sandy Grider,

Lori Jacobs and Annette See as
Crystal, Shirrell, Ronnette, and
Chiffon, are in wonderful tune as
the Doo Wop Girle.

Much credit to the band, Kerry
Price on piano, and to the inge-
nious tech staff. Sct design, cos-
tumes and choreography are all
first-rate. Linda Pelliccioni
[ as producer.

Musicale presents Sil Silver Strings

The Farmi icale will

featuro the Sllver Strings
Dulcimer group 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 4 at Farmington Masonic
Temple. Call (810) 477-2271 or
{810) 616-4062 for information,
and reservations. There is no
charge, but denations will be
accepted.

Farmington Musicale is a
member of the National
Federation of Music Clubs. They
strive to make music an integral
part of the cultural, social and

Pianist to showcase Polish composers at Oct. 6 concert

Pianist Leszek Bartkiewicz
will present a piano recital fea-
turing Polish composers 4 p.m.
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spiritual life of the community, to
fostor young talent through
scholarships, and to showease
the musical talents of membera
through program performances,

Musicale is also a member of
the Farmington Arts Council.

Women who love te sing, and
can read a little music are invit-
ed to join the Musicala's chorus.

Sunday, Oct, € in the‘shrin-
Chapel on the Orchard Lake
Schools’ campus in Orchard

Tickets are $10 in advance,

$12 at the door, call (810) 68S-

The group meets 8:30-11:30 p.m.

Wodnesdays at St. John's

Church, 28265 Gill Road in
rmington.

The group wilt be hosting a -
30th annivenary concert 7 p.m.
Nov. 24 at North Congregational
Church; & Cabaret benefit con-
cert Apﬂ'l 25 at First
Presbyterian Church, and an -
Old-fashioned Ice Cream
Festival, June 7 at the Finnish

tural Center.

S:ru'\mu:'x;ty Collagxu,innxd heas
ormed extensively in Euro)
and the US. v pe
Hia Oct. 6 program includes —
“Roses and Thorna” by Juliusz
erﬂnbskl, "lntrodu;tmn and

0428 for information, Toceata' Ignancy Paderewski;
Bartkiewicz ia on the faculty and "First Ballad in G Minor” hy
at teaching piano at Macomb Chopin.
STEAK HOUSE

Mr. 28

27331 Five Mile Rd. 1Comer of Inksks)

337-5600

ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY
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Treat Yourself to the Finest Ribe in Town!
Yondur, Soaty, Blow sevkn
» Dusitally o

1/zm'iii“""'f..".'.'.'i:...‘8"
1/2 50Q or ROASTED CHICKEN.... 56 %

BLSD...51onks, Chops, TATmp, Saatoed, Valeds ot Sendmichas
CARRY. $34-3850
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