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Bill calls for toughening licensing;
schools don’t have to offer driver’s ed

"There's no question that youthful drivers are
consldered high-risk drivers because they are in
disproportionately more accidents than any

Y TIM RICHARD
grmwnrrm
On paper, teen driving was the

tople.

Politically, it waa the opening
salvo in the 1997 battle over
state aid to private schools,

On noarly party-linc votes,
Republicans in bath chambers of
the Michigan Legist passed

other age group.”

Gary Mitchell

Michigan Association o£ Insurance ﬂenu

"Thernn no qnes!ion thnt

stato and local funding. .

a bill atiffening the require-
ments for Jicensing for young
drivers and sent it to Gov, John
Engler for signing.

Opponents had two objections:

» No longer are achool dis-
tricts mandated to offer driver's
ed. "I am afraid that, without
the mandate, some schools will
drop it, and the cost of obtaining
a driver's education course will
make it difficuit for some stu-
dents to get n Jicense," said Rep,
Glenn Oxender, R-Sturgis.

He was one of two Republicans
to vote againat House Bill 4763,
The House passed it 55-49.

+ It allows state money to be
used at private driving achools.
“It's opening the door to slutc

n ;, of pnvnte _‘ t
sald Rep. Maxine Berman, D-
Southfield. "The state should not
be in the business of financing
and subsidizing private educa-
tion, and that is exactly what
this Jaw does. A very dangerous
doer has been opened.”

‘The Senate passed the bill 20-
17, a bare majority. Twenty
Republicans voted yes, 15
Democrats and two outstate
Republicans voted no, and one
Detroit Democrat was absent.

Insurers ignored the idcologi-
cal battle and praised the bill's
effect on public safety.

Insurers like it
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1 drivers are

But Greg Pitoniak,

high-risk drivers because they
ars in disproportionately more
accidents than any other age
group,” said Gary Mitchell,
apokesman for the Michigan
Association of Insurance Agents.
"This legislation will hopefully
reduce the number of inexperi-
onced drivers that are on the
rond.”

MAIA said 16 percent of the
989,000 licensed drivers age 16-
24 are involved in accidents cach
year while only & percent of the
66-76 group have accidents.

"We must act to protect our
kids," said the bill's sponsor,
Rep. Dan Gustafson, R-
Williamston. Both chambers
passed different versions last
spring, but it took months in a
confemnce to produce a compro-
mise,

The public school mandate is
dropped in April of 1998, but
Gustafson doubted that local
achools would drop such a popu-
Iar program, "Smaller schools
can design consortiums with
other districta. Each communi-
ty's needs, not state law, will
dictate the setup of its program."

The state will continue to use
$4 from every license for driver's
ed. Schools offering driver's ed
will be required to match state
funds. Local schoals may <charge
tuition only when for

D-Taylor, called that a "back-
door tax increase.”

The now law will take eflect in
April of 1997 and sets thesc
graduated requirements:

* Lovel 1 - Participants must
be at least 14 years and ninc
months of age and have parental
approval, They must must have
completed auccessfully the first
segment of driver's ed and
passed vision and knowledge
tests.

The lcense would be valid any
time a parent or legal guardian
accompanies the driver. Teena
must log 50 hours of driving,
including 10 hours at night.

Thoy also must complete a sec-
ond phase of driver's education
and be free of crashes and viola-
tions for 90 days before applying

for o Level 2 license,

* Lovel 2 — At nge 16, they
can obtain a provisional license
aler meeting first-level require-
ments. They must have passed o
driver performance road test.
They may drive only from b a.m,
to midnight unless accompanied
by a parent or traveling for
work.,

* Lovel 8 ~ At age 17, drivers
become cligible for the final ticr
if they have been crash-free and
violation-free for six months ot
Level 2. All previous restrictions
are remaved.

How they voted
In the House of Representa-
tives:

Voting yes were R
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Madonna University marks
the start of its 50th anniver-
sary year this fall, and blue
and gold celebratory banners
proclaiming "Intellectual, Spir-
itunl and Personal Growth” are
flying high across the campus.

The library cxhibit gallery {s
lined with five decades of pho-
tos and newspaper articles
depicting the achool’s evolution
from a primarily teacher-train-
ing school for women to a
muiti-program university that
maintnins a diverse profile
within the community.

Sister Mary Lauriana
Groszczynski, vice president
for university advancement,

Madonna Unwerszty
celebrates anniversary

and Sister Mary Danatha
Suchyta, a former president,
were among the school's carli-
eat graduates. “We're the com-
mon thread through the,ages,”
anid Sister Danntha:

“The first clnss was made up
mostly of sisters, We were
well-disciplined,” said Sister
Laurinna, who recalled an aca-
demic ntmosphere of “lots of
music, liberal arts, end an
English  professor who

demanded a great deal.”
Madonna’s routs actually go
back farther than 50 years, It
was founded in
Presentation of
Mary J uniot Cj

937 as the
eased Virgi
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Lyn Bankea of Redford, Jan
Dolan of Farmington Hills, Ger-
ald Law of Plymouth, James
Ryan of Redford und Deborah
‘Whyman of Canten.

Absent were Democrats Eilecn
DeHart of Westland and Tom
Kelly of Wayne.

In the Senate, Republicans
Loren Bennett of Canton and
Robert Geake of Northville vated
yes. Democrat George Z. Hart of
Dearborn voted no.
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"ELNA FIRST EVER! )
FACTORY CLOSEOUT

The Elna Sewing Machine Com nny Is Closing Out all 1996 Sewmg
ergors at unl ahwnble spacial closeout price:
Exam{:lo Theso special HEAVY-DUTY OPEN-ARM ZIG-ZAG aowlng
nes are made of METAL Conslruction and sow on all fabrics,
Lovis, canvas, upholstary, niylon, s\re1ch vinyl, silk, EVEN SEWS ON
LEATHEHI No attachments needed for bu
ograms, sews on buttons, satin stitches, ovorcasts, darns,

tton holes (any size),
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SEARS WAREHOUSE ou-n.z'r
12001 SEARS AVE. " cs
LIVONIA A
1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH RD.

PHONE: 422-5700
Now more ways to buy at Sears

FURNITURE 8 APPLIANCE

original retail prices!
washers
dryers

ranges

refrigerators
sofas
recliners
mattresses
@nd] monere Y

One-ofakind, out of carton, discontinued, floor
recondTioned merchandise. o

seniation only.

roat values, Mofchcndlu shown
ol morchandise varies by store.

REDUGTION SALE!

BT

lnxl fumiture

THE MORE YOU BUY...
THE MORE YOU SAVE
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Mon. & Fri. 2:30 a.m. 8,00 pm.
Tues, Wed, Thurs. & Sat. 9:30 a.m, &:00 pm.
Sunday 12:00 Noon to 500 pm.

=I5 PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED
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