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Fall 1996 Homg-improment

A MESSAGE FROM THE
BETTER HEATING &

COOLING BUREAU

Forget About The Weather.

Enjoy Ferfect Year 'Round Comfort
With A Heating/Cooling System
Properly Installed By A Member Of
The Better Heating And Cooling Bureau.
Select Your Specialist Today.
Smart Money Buys Now.

Call

The Better Heating And Coo!mg
Bureau Today For Your Free Brochune ~

(810) 649-3740

| “Buy Now, Pay Later'

Get Your Toro Automatic Sprinkler Sysbem
Installed This Fall with

NO PAYMENTS until Apnl 1, 1997.

Spartan M 800.822-2216

xstnbutor% Your [l Distributo

Space for

By Jennifer Plantier
Coplcy News Service

Creating a wonderful environment
for a child’s room I[nvolves more thon

the regular et ts of interior d
Unilke adding a kitchen or bathroom,

- it's also a forum for Kids to express

their ideas, explore lhelr selfdmage
and build on a parent/chlid relation-
ship,

tnvolving children in cholces and
trying to incorporate their interests and
preferences s the key to success. And

‘what a challenge for any adult/child

tcam -~ {0 ¢reate a personal space that
is both fun and functional,

COLORFUL, CHOICES

Color researchers point to a number
of physlologlcal respanses to color -

Thursday, September 26, 1996

ROOM TO GROW - This
woodsy thente room with
tent-bed turns every
night into an adventure,
However; changing the
room’s look could prove
expensive when Junior
outgrows the camping
trip.

Kids

change thelr environment and experl-
ment with new tastes,

FUN FURMISHINGS

As the bulk of investment in
any room, the fumishings require a lot
of thought, You'll want them to work
for the long term, 50°select a style and
a finish that Is versatile and that yon -
can all live with for years to come.

When shopping for furniture, consid-
er not only the size and style but also
the workmanship of a plece. If your
budget i{s on the low slde, quality sec-
ondhand pleces may be a beiter
option than poorty made lnexpcnslvc
ones.

Al furmiture should have a
detectable function other than decora-
tion - beds dressers and night
for st and desks are

L chel

and suggest that each p
to coler In his own way 1t follows that
kids should be allowed to pick their
own culor preferences — as Lhey just
may be flling some personal need at a
qgiven time. Usc palnt samples to help
thcm z¢ro in on the specific colors and
ities that bri thelr outloot

Some specialists suggest that a
more neutral background with subtie
colors and textures works well with the
many colorful toys and accessories col-
lected over time. Too much vivid color
can overioad the senses,

Diversity may be the best choice -
after all, the world Is not done entinely
iny 1s or even primard to
include a number of different

sumdard items. £asy-to-use hardware,
drawer glides and other features that
make them casy for a child to access
are best,

lterms that adapt to growing children
or perform two funciions work a dou-
ble shift. Consider cribs that convert to
single beds, trundle beds that can
sleep guests and be used for storage,
window secats that house toy chests
undemeath,

SAFE SOLUTIONS

When It comes to chlidren, safety
always comes ahead of style. Keep the
following tips in mind when designing
a safe living space for your little ones.

= Buy fumli that meet current

colors, shapes, tastes and st)ﬂu In the
where ch

and rest up for the next day‘s adven-

tures.

Theme rooms seem ke a natural
choice for chiidren, given their preac-
cupation with certaln characters and
activitics. But keep in mind how many. |
of these preoccupations are shortdived
and replaced by others in the span of
weeks. This Is the best of reasons not
to go everboard with any one theme. A
<hild’s dream space could become an
eyesore even before the paint dries.

©One resolution may be to play up a
theme with minimal expense, just so (t
won‘t be so frustrating when they
move on to the next source of fascina-
tion. wmpaac: borders, stencils,

wall md Mn-

dow are |
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down when the time comes. X
With this strategy parents can

cnwmd:mdwyagem

salety regulations. Check heldoom
pleces (espedally cribs) carefully for
hazards or put them away for later use.
All furniture should also be sturdy
enough to fend off the most active
<hil Toy and age chests
should have safety hinges, plenty of
ventilation and no locking devices.

« Buy furniture with rounded edges

. OF use corner guards for extra protec.

tions.
« Use guardralls to keep young chil-
dren from fafiing out of bed.
- = Avold slippery floor coverings.
+ Make sure there are no climbable
objects under windows, and the win-
cords are fastened out of
reach (to p gulath

+ Cover all electrical outlets with
safely plugs or plates,

A safe and stimulating environment
is every parent’s ultimate goal, A team
effort and some Imagination will result
in & versatile room that no child will
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