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Police probe report
of school van driver
hitting impaired boy

BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAYF WRITER .

Farmington Hille police beliove that a young, hear-
ing impaired student was hit by the driver of the van
that takes him to achool.

Police have presented ovidence to the Cakland

ns-

portation hit Todd Leal, 9, while he was being taken
to the Conter School in Bloomfield Hills,

A woman driving behind the van witnessed tho inci-
dent; followed tho van ond contacted police,

The scrvice picks up students from the area, includ-
ing Farmington Hills, and takes thom to the special

school. .

*“We're waiting for tho polico to completo their inves-
tigation,” sald Choryl Cannon, assistant superinten-
dont with tho Fartaington Publie Scheals. “But there
are no Farmingtan schools students being driven to
school by that driver now.”

The boy's mother Kntrinn said her son confirmed
that he had been hit in the head with a book belong-

" - ing to another student while scated in the van Sept.

26. .
“My san said it's happoned befors,” sho said.
Hills police Detective Sand‘m) ‘Ilocbfnrd sald t}k::ro
xy s plaints.about

tho driver's driving. !

Ruth Kocab, whoae 7-year-old daughter used to ride
on the van, also commented . .

" *My dnughtor was pushed and fell down," said
Korab, a Farmington Hills rosidoxit. “Ono of the teach-
ora also complained about his drlving.” .

Kocab said the echools did provide her with a trans-
portation all to tako hér daughter to-school for
tha remaining two months of the school year and have
nmn;nged for a different sompany to take her to school

comment. -
Ruchford safd Onkland County prosecutors would

.. héve to dotermino if and what chargos to bringin the,

case, !

BY TODD WICRS
STAFY WRITER

Juat call it Silicon Valloy Jr.

Farmington Hills will receive even
more high-technology business when
the Compuwaro Corporation creates
more than 1,200 local jobs in tha
next three to five yoars, as it recent~
ly announced. The majority will be
software programming positions,
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ot for high-te

Farmington Hills-based Compuware Corpo-
ration will create 1,200 jobs — mostly in
software programming positions — in the
next three to five years.

“We're oxcited to increass our
preaenco hero,” paid Chrie Norris,

idant of the Farmington Hills Cham-
bor of Cammerce. *I think we're
known fos having a family of fino
firma,
“Qbviously, Compuware sottled
here becanse they like the area.”
Ani tional lior of soft-

for this mighty growth spurt, Begun
in 1995, thia bosrd has awarded mils
lions in tax credita to various stats
companies, BRRE

Its latest ‘grant is $5.9 millien to
Compuware, which was reporiedly

ware preducts and infi ional

ing making the jobs avail-
able in C hi

services, Comp ¢ has been hend-

director of corporate

tions at Compuware, “These are all

vary high-level, high-tech jobs, and

will bo beneficial for the atate, the
, and the ity.”

quartered locally since the compa-
ny’s founding in 1973. It is now one
of the 16 Jargest indopendent eoft+
ware companics in the world, with

approaching three-quor-

“*Wo havo a ber of national,
intornntional, and forcign-owned
firmsa hero,” said Jody Soronen, pres-

ters of a billion dollars.
The Michigan Economic Growth
Authority (MEGA) ia partly to thank

fo.
But Norria docsn't seo the MEGA
credits ac any uncthical or unfair
influence to keep the work in-otate.
I think that this i a8 far removed
from corporate welfare as you could
think of,” ho said. I nover really
oven thought about it in that con-

Boo NIHTECH, A2

" '~A doggone

good ditty
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BY WILLIAM COUTANT
BTAYP WRITER

The west was wild for some
Farmington Hills clementary stu-
dents who learned somo fire aafoty
lessons last week.

First and second graders at
Highmoeadow C C

little skit bascd on the theme of
this year's National Fire Proven-
tion Week: “Lot’s Heur it for Fire
Safety: Test Your Detectors,”

Lt. Mike Garr, Battalion Chicf
Don St. Clair and Inspector Dennis
Hughes provided the pratfalls and
one-liners to the children while

Wild West skits spur fire safety awareness:

tured a western theme.

Garr played the straight man
asking questions of a famous fire
“marshal” frem Texas, “Clint Drift-
wood.” The Texan, played by Hugh- .
¢s, donned chaps, boots, a cowboy
hat and an accent as thick as
mesquite barbecuo sauce.

Trying to encourago the students

) N - . Brar? PHoTa 0y SARON LMt
Tumbteweed tune: Farmington Hills fire inspector Dennis Hughes sings “Get Down, Get Low, Get Out” as part of a fire
safety awareness skit.-The department’s open house is noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 6.

ten straight As,
“My B's were a little crooked,” he :
added. :
After Driftwood introduced sev<:’
oral helpers, all played by St .-
Clair, the message that having anrk~
keeping n working smoke detector

in the home came through. L

took the “active listoning positirnn"
while Hills firefighters performed a

a
This yun’r'a show, “Deputy Dash
Dakota and Clint Driftwood,” fea~

on firo gafoty.

with the importance of doing well
in school, Driftwood paid he'd got-

Helped by such characters asl
Too FIRE SAFETY, AT .

Breakfast dishes up sober message

dosignated by the FFIA as sub-

Just Say No-tion.”

BY TODD WICEB
BTAFT WRITER

Hundreds of prominent aren fig-
ures turned out for the eighth annu-
al Farmington Families In Action

stance-abuse awarencss month,

Gary Goss, Farmington director of -
Public Safety, opened the breakfast
by, praising tho organization as “a
ray of hopo..

*“Congratulations to everyone here
this morning,” he said. “Most com-
munitics don't have thia kind of
turnout, this kind of support. Be 50
incredibly proud, because it's going

year. ) Lot . .
" The company’s uwner.‘/Miko Koadnmh!, rofused to

(FFIA) kickoff broakfast at Glon
Oaks Country Club Tucaday.

Police chiofs, city managers,
school toachers, and oven a state
reprosentative mingled with 300
community leadors who showed up
to mark the start of Sober October,

“Their struggle to prevent drug’
and alcohol abuse can nover be
abandoned,” ho said,

Kroger sponsored the koynote
spoaker, Kevin Wanzoer, whoss

- speech was entitled “C the

to make a difference.”
‘Wanzer's

crowd roaring,

humorous
stressed the idea of positive peer
presaure, and ropoatedly had the

Boo KIGK-OFF, A2

spoech

Kevin Wanzer

A PAL FOR PETS .
friond of Forest Elomontary fourth grader
Andrew Miller wondored about the foasi-

.bility of walking peoplo’s dogs to make money.

Miller, 10, took tho idea a atep further; Why not

do it to raise monoy for the Michigan Humane

Socloty? .

‘That was a yonr and $1,800 agoe. Miller and 76

f his cohorts raised .$1,200 for tho Michigon

yinano Society at the socond annual Welk for

Cats ond Dogs Sopt. 20. Laat year; the walk

d $850, Millor ond his partner, Zachary

ed the mile and a half courso with

other'participants, L : L.

“He'a got & big henrt,* anid Androw’s mother
son. LT

-Milleh has two dogs, a whoaton torrier,

d an Alaskan malamuts “Igloo,” and

PARMINGTONFOCUS

TANE A HIKE s
~As the old song goes, “Tho deor is always
opon and the path is freo to walk.” Wm.
Tyndale College in Farmington Hills will have
its annual fund-raising hike and ity pie-

nic Saturday, Oct. 12, Tho 8-milo walk atarts at-

9 n.m. froni tho school’s 12 Mile and Drako Road

campus and proceeds through Farmington Hills,
Thia yoor the colloge is fruhing money for
holarships, an tpgrade of

3
and for a now library.

FASHIONS GALORE

he lab, |

Luuldng for something special to wear this
fall? Well then tho Novi Hilton is the place
to be Mondny, Oct. 7, as the annual fashion
show to benefit Longacro House takes place 10
oa.m. to noon. Fashions will bo aupplied by Liz
Claiborne, Twelve Qaks Mall, and Coresnie &
Qffen Furs of Birmihgham. Tickets are $35,.
which includo lunch, show. cheeso and fruit. For
tickots, call Tinn Jonson at 478-7017.- . - =
. [N

STRINE UP THE BAND o M
ho annual Farmington High homecoming
parade takes place 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct.:|

&, along 8hi Stroct and F t

Road. Thoe 120-member Falcon marching band -

leads the way with floata and other pre-football ]

hoopla. Farmington High takea on Plymouth®

Salom at 1 p.m: . N




