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Closing in on the county executive race

Patterson boasts of accompz\zshments Hamilton plans hands-on approach

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1996

BY PAT MURPRY
GTAFF WRITER

With the Nov. 5 election nbout
five weeks awny, County Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patteraon exudes
canfidence.

And why not? Sinco he was
clected in 1992, Oakland's econ-
omy hm: been buommg “Oak-
lnnd is the ungmu that drives
the state’s cconomy,” he has said
repeatedly.

At service clubs or at private
parties, Patterson beams when
nn!mg that Oakland's ecanomy
is bigger ~ more robust — than
the economies of several states.
The Somerset Collection (which
opencd this summer in Troy)
created thousinda of new jobs.

Governmcrfnl isn't rnspunslhlo
for that ecorfomic boom, Patter-
gon modestly admits. It’s the
Fortune 500 companies that
reside here, he aaid. It's the
small businesses expanding
here. Its the Oakland
entreprencurs trying to expand
their operations into the global
market.

The county's primary job,
according to Patterson, is to
minimize regulations and main-
tain o climate conducive to good
business, He and the county
should offer a nudge onco in

k-1 awhile — like
M promoting the
A SMART mass
transit system
or promoting
a millage”
inérense for,
Oakland Com- .
munity Col- \

lege.

But pravid-
ing workers
tho means of gotting to and from
work is crucinl to a healthy busi-
neoes climato, Pattorson said.
The same for providing workers
and businesses the opportunity
to upgrade skills.

Politically Patterson is at the
top of his game. He struggled
earlior this year when he bucked
Gov. John Engler over how fed-
cral funds were to be divided —
the governor wanted a bigger
gharo for the state, whilo Patter-
son and D

Pattarson

s Ed M

tric Nawspapers. *I hear that a
ot.

“Buti{l'm not sure I'd want
that,” hp continued. "I do know
thot 1 axpect to serve out the
romainder of my (new) term.”

As a golitical realist, Pattor-
son is aware of polls showing
Presiden{ Clinton with a sub-
stantial lead. Ho's algo aware
that strang preoidential coattaila
could mean troubls for some of
his Ropublican collenguies.

“You can look for Brooks to bo
veory activo in thie campaign,”
said on¢ confidant. The execus
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Ed Hamilton tolls a story
about campaigning that tella o
story about Ed Hamilton, -

‘Two wecks ago, ata VFW can«
didate forum in Opntonville
Hamilton presented himaelf a

a *high tech Democrat.” He
cxplnmcd how he would take
skills and practices doveloped at
the Chrysler Cozp., where ho's a
now vehicle lnunch manager,
and apply tham to what he seca
as n bloated county government.

At loast part of the message
apparently hit home, Hamilton

Undbr Public Act 139, the
state }4w under which Oakland

County is organized, the coun-
ty {va has & varioty of

ra and Dennis Archor wanted
more for southeast Michigan.

But while Patterson got the
cold shoulder from Engler for a
while, political wags aay the
executive hns recovered, and his
palitical stature is taller than
ever,

“Peaple ask if I'm going to
run for governor,” Patterson told
the editorinl board of The Eccen-

ponhibilities and duties. He
or she shall, for examplo,
suporvise and control depart.
ments pot headed by an elecied
officia] such as the sheriff or
prosecutor; coordinate activie
ties of the county and unify
managoment of its affairs;
onforcp all orders, rules and

look at the candidates

ordinances of the county board
of commissionors — excopt for
those vetood. X

In short, the executive ia the
chiof exccutive officor for the

] said. A!her the

prescntation,

at least one
1

part of the problem, Hnmillon
said, “Why does he neqd two
deputics? The president has ond

©
the audience
“naked me to
{ look at his
(Chrysler)

usunl opti-

miam, the 53-
year-old Hamilton took off hia
coat, rolled up hias sleeves and
got under tho hood. “It was a
preblem with the serpentine
belt,” he said. “I couldn't fix it on
the spot, but I could start the
process.”

The parallel is significont, As
Oakland County executive,
Hamilton enid he wolld take n
hands-on approach to govern-

_ment.

“The auto industry lenmed to
do mare with less,” he has said
repeatedly, “Why can’t couaty

o»

county who ia ible for n
ruajority of the county’s 4,300
employeos and oversees the
annual hudgnt about $450 mil-
lion for 18!

Tho jah pnys $117,792 annu-
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That docsn't mean laying.off
county employees, Hamilton
insisted, But it docs mean
upgrading individual skills and
expecting people to work
smarter, if not harder. L

vico presid the gow:rdor hnq
one licutenant govoernor.” | '

Hamilton acknowledges that
tho incumbent hasn't done a bad .
job. Idona like the Business :
Round table — initiated after .
Pattorson was elected in 1992 — -
were long overdue and help cre-
ate and maintain a good busi-
ness climate, he said.

“But the county can do better.
1 give Patterson a gradoe of ‘B
But I think the county should be -
getting an 'A+'." N

Part of Patterson’s success,
according to Hamilton, ia
attributable to the media and
other agencies that ho soid nei- '
ther hold tho incumbent
accountable nor demand better.

Last week, for example, the
incumbent didn't attend a forum
at Congregation Shaarey Zedek,
one of the first public candidate
nights, and so far onc of the
biggeat. Patterson didn't attend,
but sent James M. Alexander, a
friend and former chair of the
Osakland County Republican
Party, in his place.

“Pattorson said he had o

The
Brooks Patterson — is at least

heduling conilict,” snid Hamil-
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