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The Birmingham Branch of
AAUW will hold its October
luncheon meeting Wednesday,
Oct. 9, ut the Orchard Ridge
campus of Oakland Community
College in Farmington Hills.
The Farmington Branch is
included. The luncheon is at

OCC president to speak at luncheon

noon following the 9:30 a.m.
board mecting, Reservations
for lunch are $10, paid to Bar-
bara Collison by Thursday,
Oct. 3 at 1936 Tuckaway Drive,
Bloomfield Hilles, Mich. 48302,
The guest spenker is Dr,
George Keith, president, OCC,

Orchard Ridge campus. His
topic is “Technology: Communi-
ty Colleges at the Crosaroads.”
Following his talk special eake
decorating/sugar-pulling
demonstrations by the OCC
Culinary Arts Department will
be given.

Plea Bargaining ;. ..

bargaining policies and reiterat-
ed his cantention it deterred
crime and contributed to Oak-
land County's reputation for
safety. In his radio commercinls,
Thompson infereed that not vot-
ing for him was tuntamount to
opening the door to rampant
plea bargaining,

Thus, as Kaplan and Goreyea
square off for, cach is cautious
about the circumstances under
which each would plea bargnin,

“I wouldn't say 1 was careful,”
Kaplan said following last
Wednesday's forum. *I was
painstaking in making the dis-
tinction between each of uy,” he
said.

Goreyen, who was an Oakland
County assistant prosecutor for
two year under Patterson and
Thompson, said as o matter of
policy, he wauld generally con-
tinue the no plea bargaining
practices of his predecessory.

“I want ‘tough justice’ in Oak-
land County,” he said. “But I'd
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1{810) 984-3795
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add the clement of common
sense. 1'd never plea bargain
away the rights of the vietims,
but I'd look at the merits of the
individual case,”

Kaplan, who has been a
Macomb County assistant prose-
cutor for a decade, categorically
ruled out plen bargaining on any
ussaultive erime such as murder,
rape, armed robbery and bur-
glary.

He said he would plea bargain
in three general areas, however:

« With nonviolent firat offend.
ery. Maony of these cases can be
resolved without going to court,
Kaplan said.

¢ In cases for which the prose-
cution did not have a particular-
ly strong case, such as cases
where evidence was question-
able or withesses were reluctant
or unreliable. *I think half a loaf
(of bread) is better than no loaf,”
Kaplan said, meaning he'd pre-
fer a conviction on a lesser plen
to an acquittal to the more seri-

ous charge.

» In cages involving more than
anc defendant. “If there was a
trigger man in a murder case,”
he eaid, “I'? conyider offering a
plen to an accomplice in
exchange for testimony against
the trigger man.”

Before any pler bargaining
could occur, said Kaplan, there
would have to be approval from
both the victim and the detective
in charge of the case. “Prosecu-
tion is n team effort,” he said.

Gorcyen, 34, a resident of
Royal Oak where he is a city
commissioner, practices low in
Bingham Farms.

Kaplan, 43, lives in West
Bloomfield. He is a former resi-
dent of Southficld where he was
a member of the Southficld
Board of Education.
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person. We have to get the
biggest bang for our (budget)
doltara. We have to make certain
u((al get our foir share of atate
aid.”

Charter schools?

Unlike Central Michigan Uni-
versity, which has granted
dozens of charters for specialized
academics, U-M's Board of
Regents has granted none.

Baker (R): "There has been
only one discussion — an amalga-
mation  arraungement  with
Wayne Stoate University, Wayne
went ahead and did that project
themselves.”

Taylor (D): "I'm not familior
with the responsibilities toward
charter schools. . . whether it
would detract from the universi-
ty's mission. I would reserve a
position on that."

Bishop (R): “The charter schoo)
act requires that those universi-
ties which charter schools
become superintending con-
trollers. It's difficult for universi-

ties, with many things they have
to keep their eye on, to run char-
ter schools, It's good to find dif-
ferent ways to educate our kids,
but we don't want to lose our
focus on the universitica. I have
faith in our public schools, and I
don't want to scrap them."

Maynard (D) “I'm troubled by
the cancept of charter schools. I
don't want to gce the destruction
of public schools.”

Open meetings?

When the Board of Regents in
1987-88 conducted its search for
a president entirely behind
closcd doors, two newspapers
sued and won in the state
Supreme Court. The Open Meet-
ings Act requires candidate
interviews to be conducted pub-
licly.

Baker (R): "It presents some
very real difficultics. Many com-
petent individuals will nat apply
without confidential interviews. ,
. A committee will bring us five

Judge from page All

candidates,”

Bishop (R): The law gives
regenta "some significant sot-
backs, Whaother we can attract
the hest, candidates. We have to
sit down and decide how to
attract the most qualified candi.
dates and find a way to nntlsfy
the law.*

Taylor (D) "I understand the
Open Meetinga Act and support
ite principles. There need to be
some cxceptions: union negotin-
tions. . . presidentinl searches.
You can’t attract top-flight can-
didntes (with open interviows),
There should be no negative
impact on the public, (Open
interviews are) unworkable.”

Maynard (D): Open meetings
are needed “so the public can
know whut's going on, I'm confi-
dent the regents can live within
the law."

Candidates were quoted in the
order in which they spoke at the
Scpt. 26 AAUW candidates

forum,

gatling, Cnapcr said, because one
of the two positions on the high
court was occupied by Justice
Charles L. Levin, who could not
seck  re-clection  becaunse
supreme court judges can not
run again nfter reaching oge 70,

Levin is also the only Supreme
Court justice in Michigan histo-
Ty to be elected as an indepen-
dent — as Cooper is secking to

In hier rage, Cooper called
members of the medin who in
turn called the Grand Rapids
bar. “We had several phone calls
abaut the forum,” said Toeller-
Novak. “So we faxed a letter to
candidate Cocper today inviling
her.”

T,
If the Libertarian candidates
contact the bar, they too will be

invited to the candidate forum,
snid Tocller-Novak. “But every
candidate who appears euts into
the amount of time available to
other candidates,” she said. “We
only have about 45 minutcs.”
Cooper hadn't scen the invita.
tion us of & p.m. Tuesday, but
she had been notified about the
bar's change of heart by phone.
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