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POINTS OF VIEW

Congress supports new mothers, OKS oill

Itsumi Koga, the 35-year-old
Japaneso woman who killed her
infant son lnst Novomber, is due to bo
sentenced today.

She pleaded guilty but mentally ill
to voluntary manslaughter in Qak-
land Circuit Court Sept. 3. Sho was
being treated for postpartum dopres-
sion when she took her son to a pond
near her Farmington Hills apartment
and dropped him into it,

Married ta o Japanese national
who was working here for Niasan, she
gpoke no English although she had
the company of her sister who lived
with them.

In Japan, it hes been reperted, she
would not have been charged with a
crime in apparent recognition that a
small percentage of women develop
postpartum psychosis that can lead to
suicide or infanticide,

But here, in Oakland County,
Michigan, U.S.A., rhe was originall.

She was juiled earlier. Now she ia
under a peychiatrist'a caro while liv-
ing at her Farmington Hills apart.
ment on a tether,

I thought about Koga when I read
that Congresa had passed legislation
requiring insurers to pay for a 48-
hour hospital stay for new mothers
and their babies instead of the cur-
rent 24 hours.

No, another day in the hospital
prabably could not have prevented the
degreo of postpartum depression Kogn
experienced,

But both gotting a new mom and
her baby up and out of the hospital in
24 hours and carrying throughon o
chargoe of manslaughter for an obvi-
ously disturbed and isolated new
mother fly in the face of common
sense and medical knowledge.

And both reflect an mnemuhvxly to

charged with first-degree murder,
which would have carried a mandato-
ry life sentence, if convicted.

the ph: land | ical impact
of tha birth pmceas on women.

Sherri Glassman, a West Bloom-
field nurse whose apecialty is helping

nureing mothers, says women are not
developmentally ready to take care of
their babies for a couple of days after
birth.

It's takes 2-3 days to “take in”
what's hoppened to you, she says.
Then, you are able to “take hold" and
learn to care for your now baby,

In the first 24 hours, “they have no
idea of what they're doing becnuse
they’re not psychologically ready. It's
crucial that they have a chance to get

over the birth.”

She hopes that the two days in the
hospital, where mother and child
have built-in support, is just a firat
step, And that the medical communi-
ty will go on to create 2 mandatory
system of outpatieat support that
continues for thoao firat days at
home.

It should include, Glasaman says,
telephone follaw-up, home visits, a
“warm linc" available 24-hours a day
to answer questions and & field of
atandardized information passed on

postpartum depression, Ono to two of T

overy 1,000 of those women suffer
postparturn psychosis and are at high
risk of suicide and infanticide.

Despite those figures, “In oot
text books on obstetrics thero are
choptera on hypertensive disease
(which affcets many fewer women)
while there is usually ono page con-
corning posatnatal depressive disor-
ders,” Rosenbaum saya.

An act of Congress may force tho
medical community to be moro sensi-,
tive to issucs all new mothers face.

by trained 1 to help
mothers.

Glassman says there'’s a lot of dif-
ferent takes on postpartum depres-
sion in the medical community.

‘West Bloomficld psychintrist Dr.
Alnn Rosonbaum confirms theroa lit~

The Itsumi Koga receives
today may indicate whether the legal.
community recognizes that something
hos gone terribly wrong insido a new
mother who kills her buby. .

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom:

tle p y research or ed on
what is a relatively common disorder.
In his recent study of postpartum
depression, he found 40 to 80 percent
of new mothers exhibit maternal
blues. About 10 percent have actual

field residen, is former edi-
tor of The Eccentric. You can comment
on this column by calling (313)953-
2047, Ext. 1997 or by writing or fuxing
Philip Sherman, who edits our opin.
ion pages. The fax number is

Private voucher system will siphon public money

To know what John Engler will
preach tomorrow, read tho Mackinae
Center's atuff today. The correlation
isn't perfect, but it's a wise way to bet.

Mackinac Centcr, thu ldeology ped-
dling hine in © isp
vouchers, hard, Vouchers are mm-
micks to lino the pockets of private
nnd parochial schools with taxpayer
money. The gimmick is to call it
"parental choice," or "family choice,”
or "freedom” or some other propagan-
da term.

Mackinac Center's Lawrence Reed
issued an essay in September argu-
ing: "Michigan has made historic
progresa on the road to education
reform. But that road is nearing a
dead-end, Children deserve so much
more, but if Article VIII Section 2 (of
the Michigan Constitution) staye on
the books, Michigan may lose its sta-
tus as a reform leader and become the
nation's lInggard instead."

Students of propaganda will notice
familiar techniques: live children ver-
sus the abstract Article VIII Section

Proficiency tests — a good measure
for students, schools and employers

Last spring, 11th graders across Michigan
took the Tiew High School Proficiency Tests,
dosigned to ovaluate what kids actually learned
in math, science, reading and wntmg. X

me\l hi

2. Get on the bandwagon and be 2
leader instend of & loggard.

Reed describes the voter-approved
section of the Michigan Constitution
as "language more restrictive than
that of any other atate constitution in
the country.” He conveniently forgets
to mention that Michigan was the
first state in the Union to guarantee,
censtitutionally, a free public educa-
tion. Reed wants to shame us into
feeling liko "laggards” if we don't give
taxpayer money to private schools,

“It's time," said Recd, to strip out
that constitutional protection. Paul
DeWeeso, the Lansing physician
who's in one anti-public school organi-
zation or ancther, saya the same.
GOP figures like Betsy DeVos and
Sharon Wise are preaching the line.

A petition drive to change the
Michigan Constitution is probable,
possibly in 1997.

The governor denies it. A petition
drive? "It doesn't exist,” Engler said
last week, dodging the question of
whether it will exiat in a year or two.

"I have not seen a petition," he went
on, as if his seeing it were necessary
for it to exist,

"The Legislature will not put it on
the ballot,” he predicted, probably cor-
rectly. Everyone knows the voucher
gang doesn't have two-thirds support
in cither chamber and that it will
take a petition drive to put vouchers
on the 1998 ballot.

"Straw man. . . classic red herring,”
Engler said of the

sistent rumblings that a petition drive
is brewing.

The strategy has been clear for
about three years. Woter down the
core curriculum and educator stan-
dards. Institute as many little pro-
grams as possible that put public
money into private hands. Smear the
remoining constitutional reatriction
as hampering poor children, fumllms
and choice. Some steps:

* Maost folks overlooked it, but the
voucher forces, led by Sen. Doug Carl,
R-Macomb County, won a big victory
in the teen driver licensing act. Firat,
they removed the requirement that
public schools offer driver ed. Then
they allowed a voucher system to send
public money to private driving
schools.

* Rep, Jessie Delman, R-Holland,
had a bill to let high school students
take advance work in coll —not

* Charter academies were sup-
posed to encourage innovation in pub-
lic schools. Instead, private schools
are liniog up at the charter trough.

* Then there was the claptrap
about alternative teacher certifica-
tion, They said Lee Tacocca couldn't
teach economics, Don Riegle couldn't
teach politics, Ernest Hemingway -
couldn't teach composition and Albert
Einstein couldn't teach math under
Michignn's certification rules,

Well, Hemingway and Einstein aroe
dend, ond Jacocca and Rieglo havo
other career plans, The purpose of

kening teacher certifi is to
give the minister's brother-in-law a
Jjob.

The voucher battle is coming. And
the prize is money, not good schooling
for kids.

’nm Richard reports on the local
im, ions of state and regional

just community colleges but private
colleges, too.

events.

strong and per-

released tho resulta a couple of wecks ago.
Although you'll have read the results for your
tocal school district in this newspaper, the
statewide average outcomes caused much hand-
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wringing:
» Math; 47.7 percent "proficient,” 38 "novice,”
14,3 below.
* Sci 32 percent "p " 52.2
"novice," 15.8 below.
* Reading: 40.2 percent "p ," 61.3 in school. You then measure what in fact they

"novice," 8.5 below.

* Writing: 84.4 porcent "proficient,” 63.1
"novice," 12.5 below,

Leas than half of the Michigan kids who took
the test were judged "proficient.” Obviously,
there's lots of work to do,

But embedded in the dry ) of the
Education Department handout — “The tests
set tati Michi teachers and atu-
dents, will bring about curricular change, and
altor instructional practice” — lies the good
nows;

For the first timo in history, there now exista
a solid, tough, quantifiable set of benchmarks
agnlnat which to measure what our kids actual-
ly learn in school. Wonderfull

Newspapers like this one will print the
reaults, echool district by school district. Par-
cnts, concerned about poor scores, will get in the
l‘nces of teachers and administrators. Teaching
methods, textbooks, oxpectationa — all will
change. Kids will grnduully diacover that gotting
good scores will affoct their odds of gotting into
college or finding a good job.

It wasn' t eusy, Originally, reformera who
urged b tg wera d by

do learn. You then put pressure on the system
ta change, improve teaching, get better books
and more computers. Then you assess again.
Seems pretty straightforward,

After years of passivity in the face of declin-
ing worker skills, business is finally waking up:
The members of a group called Michigan Busi-
ness Leaders for Educational Excellence
(MBLEE) — includi o Big 3 kers
Dow Chemical, Kmart, Comerica, the University
of Michigan — employ 500,000 of the stata's 4.4
million workers,

MBLEE director Jim Sandy said, "For years,
we assumed that any child completing 13 years
of school would bo equipped with these akills
(math, science, reading and writing).

"Unfortunately, we were wrong, but these
teats and tho endorsed diplomas will send the
measnge that theso skills are necessary and -
important.”

Of course, one set of test resulla doesnot n
roformed school system make. It remaina to be
seen how rapidly an endorsed diploma will
make a difference in college ndmissions or in the
minda of personncl managers. And the chasm
betw reaults from inner clty schools and oth-

all sides. Toachers (and more than a fow par-
ents) claimed that ono statewide standard
asaessment nym.-m wuld.n‘t possibly be fuir to
their little darli
that uniform atatewido assessments would hurt
local control. Tho religivus right maintained
that setting education standards was an anti-
religious plot.
Nevar mind. School reformn jsn't rocket sci-
~ ence. You define what you — paronts, employ-
" ers, socioty — expect educated children to learn

ers, moatly suburban, is enormous and
appalling.

But at long last the process has started.

‘We should nll be grateful to the 93,000 Michi-
gan 11th graders who sat through 11 to 14
hours of proficiency testing last apring. They

helped make history.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this ncwspaper, His Touch-Tone voice mail

_number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880.
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